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C. R's 1920 JAIL LIFE 

21-12-21 I c.uno, latlici Into in Ihc nflcinoon 
on 21st Deconibn, 1R21, into the Vclloic Contial Jail 
with Snbranvnnii Sa'^tnar, onr Pio\nicial Prc'^idcnt 
We ^^c^o sentenced to^etlui b\ the Vclloic AJigistrate 
Judgment \\as jnonoumed at I i’ 'll We u<utc<l foi 
some tunc for our escoil While nailing I mole n 
shoit lottei to Mahalimji T said in it that thicc 
months S I nasal! too little Put I hojied he noiikl 
hme won Pn ir.ij befoie JanuarN.and so it made no 
ditTi renee ’When 1 came out I expected he nouid 
ha\e finislicd Sn.naj noilv nid got back to his noimal 
occupition IK, I^cseauliin Dietetns 

We lodc donn to the jnison in a motor eai 
Krislinamaclian accompanied us, but ne acoided all 
dcmonstintion I n as weighed at the gate j\h hand- 
bag contained a tin of tooth ponder, some cloves, a 
quire of papei, a sheet of jmis, some pencils, and a 
Fountain-peii , I had also a bottle of “Snan” ink, 
a kooja, a sniull biass cu]) and some books — the Bible, 
Shakespeare; Ta^ umanavai , a volume of Tamil Maha- 
bliarat , seren volumes of P C Roy’s jl/a/in6/iom? and 
Robinson Ciusoe W} glasses, both leading and dis- 
tance, wei e with me ' My bed consisted of a pillow, a 

^Thennciont scholar who brought out tins Tamil edition 
of the Mahahharat at gieat poisonal loss has just passed awa^ 

! Mv mvopm ib so hoav\ that I cannot identify fiionds 
at a ihfttance of two yards without my glasses, and the lenses 
have to bo deeply tinted to avoid the glare caused by the 
higli power collection 
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jamkalMn and my ahawl My olothca uom also rolled 
np in my bed "A o&so of ointment for my boils and a 
bottle of asthma mixture were also among my thlngi 
Wo wore taken to the solitary impriaonmont colls The 
Superintendent walked down our block 

Are you the sick man t 

Am I put down as the sick mtinl \es I am 

I don t know \ou came in with a bottle of 
medicine So I thought >ou were sick 

I oxplamed my aathmatio troubles 
I then told him about my bolls 
About my things^ ho said evorvthing could go 
in except the ointment 

Wo MW Sesha lleddv about whom we had lioard 
grinding com Two more Kellore non co-opcritor prl 
Boners (hard labom) were tonnng okl blankoti to pieces 
end twisting woollen rope The^ hod hoj»py faces 
Sesha Tteddv was a pious mtinlj strong well built 
dark sturdy joung giant Ho bore marks of the 
recent assault which the Jail officlsl-i had made on 
him I SAW Rangani Chettiar of Namianainram 
reading Gila \\ c ucic told thit for tew 

days we ere to occupy each a cell In thin line uhloh 
was the block for condemned jiri onori ond sohtarv 
conOnement 

\\c were told tint till recently no natcr w»s 
tupphcil to the pisoncrs m itinp the prlci Tlio 
were u mu mud or notiung at nil Now wntif 1’ 
pUe<l nnd thw wws rvid ti l>c a reform due to the run 
kicked up b\ besha Reddy Uangim Chetti hai n 
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mud pot and a dish also of clay We i^^ere given an 
aluminium can and dish each Washed them and had 
ray first prison meal , rice and kolamhu The latter 
was made of radish lOot and leaves, greens and chillies, 
tamarind, salt and oil Tlie rice was too much for me, 
but it could not be enough for heaity eateis 

The old Deputy Jailor said that non-co-oiieiators 
were giving trouble “ Why do you people come here ^ 
It IS intended for criminals What will be the result 
of it, do you think ^ ” he asked I said, “ We will get 
Swaraj by January Everybody will get honest by 
then ” 

The privy was clean enough — except for the flies — 
with chatties , earth, spade, and a tank of water 

I feel it IS a delightful place The fear is only for 
people outside jail Locked up in my cell at 6-45 p m 
The-feelmg was rather stiange and new as, for the fiist 
time in my life, I found myself in a room which was 
locked from outside and the key earned away by 
somebody 

22 12-21 The feeling I noted last night soon 
gave way to quite another feeling Ha\e I really 
become so free that Government have to lock me up if 
they wish to keep me ^ For the first time in my life I 
felt I was free, and had thrown oS the foreign yoke 
These and other thoughts, and the early hour we were 
sent to bed without a light to do anj reading or 
writing, and the phj'sical strangeness of the place, kept 
me awake foi a long time I deliberately turned away 
from thoughts and memories of the busy woild outside, 


*Ciude, unpolished, mud pots 
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and itifused (o give room for tfio thronging images of 
friends children and relatives The notional song* of 
my neighbour* from Velloro sweetened tlio hours for 
tome time Then the continuous All is well sang 
out by the oon\not sentries with a variety of neconts 
and vowel lengths hilcd the waking hours I then slept 
oflF I wa» free from my asthma trouble the first time 
after a week of much sufferiDg 

Lflkihmlnattvslmha Rao and \ enkatasubbriyja are 
the name* of the two jXelloro Ckingresa workers Tlie> 
are in for one year for refusing to give •ccurRj The 
first was a meiUcal student wlio joined Congrt#* work 
Bright innocent youth enc,iscd In priiKin drets most 
Ineongmouslv ! The second is a school final \onth 
Sesha Rwldy also is In for robbing to gne security 
He was a hangr\ giant and glndh took wliat I gasc 
him out of what wn* doled to me It was nil oo much 
for rao and too little for him I onh asked for a 
broomstick and ho ran and clcanctl up mj ofll 
window sill nook and comer more complotciv tl^an the 
best housewife would do in her own house 

Laksbrninaniimbn Rno brought rav can and pinto 
cle«nc<l up and nn kooja filled with water 

I vrouUl adnso every non co-opemtor to Icnm to 
sing « few songs before going to Jail I felt this was o 
gtent defect m mj wjuipment, 

Lakshralnarasimba Rno and \ cnknta?»hh»"a 
were rrmovtsl from this block this morning Rent to 
the well with a u artier and bod m\ hatli In ci>H wi(rr 
and wnsUcil m\ clothes 1 bad no bucket or 
soap for tUo clothes But 1 bad a cakt of ^ or 
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my body How I wish I had more strength of muscle 
to enjoy this life fully i 

Two of us, Rangam Chetty and myself, came back 
to our cells leaving Subramama Sastiy behind at the 
well as he had not yet finished his bath The warder 
called an “overseer” to escort us to our cells On 
enquiry, I found that this “ overseer ” who was to keep 
watch over us on our way back to our block had 
been convicted for dacoity > He had done two years 
and had thiee years yet He was getting, he said, 
one rupee a month as pay, which was kept for him in 
the jail chest Had breakfast at 11 a M, and shared 
it with Narayanasami, convicted foi receiving stolen 
property I promised to share my evening meal with 
my neighbour, a Korava’^ thief These poor devils 
aie dreadfully hungry Why Government do not 
provide buttermilk for prisoneis , a cheap and healthy 
food, I cannot understand 

Our warder, Perumal, is an ex-sepoy who has been m 
service in Mesopotamia He wanted to know when 
the struggle would end, to which I gave my answer 
“ Soon , sooner if everybody struggled harder ” 
Government seem either indifierent or determined 
deliberately to treat us like common ciiminals in every 
wa}^ Our food is the same as that of ordmaiy ciimi- 
nals, we are locked in and let out at the same hours, 
we have to eat on the filthy ground, standing, or sitting 
on our toes, and hurrying it off the plate, like beggars 
being fed 

But we are not going to bieak foi all this tieatment 
Government does not know that this merely enhances 


‘Criminal’ tribe 
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oar aaorifloe nnd strengthens onr dotcrmination 
Special oomforts would nndormino oar strength in a 
suhtlo manner 

23 — 12—21 Hnd alight nsthma trouble last night 
The evening meal docs not suit at nil But I shall not 
bother nbont it yet Very much missed onr J^olloro 
neighbours The dark TvaUng hours after look up at 
0 r IT Tvoro not relieved bv their songs The chatter 
ing -vrurdorB kept the noise gomg in a tiresome manner 
No good broom to keep our cells clean nor anv atten 
tion to olcnnlinoss about our colls on the part of tlie 
Jail nuthonties Lucky there are not man^ bug-^ in 
these cells But there are plenty of mosquitoes 

esterdav c\oning a man stocul outside the fence 
as I was pacing up nnd down in the open nnd did 
namasknram to us It seems ho is a munshi to the 
Superintendent of the lull 

IVho IS ihii Musniman bohiml cell contintinll^ 
lecturing in loud Himlustanl preacher fasinon I 

In the early hours there was weeping lieldtid mv 
cell Perhaps some condeninetl prisoners 

Khaildar is hcaw to wat,h for a poor niu clctl Inwly 
like mine with bods in tlie legs nnil n piir of lungs 
that take to haril breath ti^ too es lU \s I am 
struggling, with it tlio wnnl'^r tcits me \our fite 
has tiect rao like \ illatangil s in the stori I snilleil 
an I told him th it it wasn t such nii fortune 

W ill ( od gi%e light nnd courage nnd strength to onr 
brethren outsidi * I ittle do Ihej set renli e uhst 
t|i*‘ir resjKinsilditv is I we so nisnj In ibr n 
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cheerfully toilmg away like men ‘ to the manner born,’ 
who have accepted a long year’s incarceration and 
hard labour as an alternative for merely giving secu- 
rity, like Sesha Reddy and these two biave Nellore 
youths, whose figures with broomsticks m hand 
sweeping the grounds in front of our cells saying, 
“ Are we not scavengeis '2” can nevei pass away from 
my mind 

Their innocent undoubting trust in their brethren 
outside, on the strength of which they have left aged 
mothers and loved children for doing penance in the 
jails, IS a thing not yet realised fully by the people 
Otheiwise they would not be so indifferent or so slow 
Robinson Crusoe, after some time in his island, gave 
up looking out for any ship in t^e horizon Have 
these too to abandon hope, like Crusoe * 

At 5 p M to-day came in Fatekhan of Ambur, 
having refused to give security , one year simple Short, 
nice looking man I must record a sensation of gieat 
joy on seeing a newcomer More must come in and 
rapidly, to end this great struggle 

24 — 12 — 21 It 18 after I am locked in at 6 p M , 
and my cell barred, bolted and locked and key taken 
away, that the full vision of freedom daily comes to 
my mind Why do not people realise the fact that 
the nation is locked and imprisoned like this, not at 
6 pm, but every hour, day in and day out, so that it 
18 one long night of slavery Reah'smg this, one feels 
free when one has actually to be shut up like this by 
the tyrant’s arm that holds the country The misery 
of it 18 when one sees one’s own people so busy and so 
punctilious in carrying out the behests of that 
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anthonty as if it were God • law and Dhanna that 
they carry out The man who goc« to prison m 
revolt against the foreigners law la free o\cn like 
the rebel soldier Ho Is to be hold down by force not 
ahimofnl voluntary eurronder These thing* I 
know before and have uttered them on platform* lJut I 
tettllse them now more fully than ever before 

Tatekhan has brought with him throe paokols of 
candle* Ho gave rao a packet It will ho useful 

I was given mj medal this morning 8308 21 12-21 
(date of cntr\) 20 3 22 (dito of release) on a little 
wooden piece to bo hung to the neck I)) a atnng 

My History hoard shows the following parti 
oulara rolltioal Ucg h.o 8303 Dale of admission 
21 12 2J DcrJintd to appeal 24 12 21 Name 
C Rojngopnlachar llralimni General fc>ecrctarj INC 
State of Kducalion C ( C mean* ilUtcmto 
So cnrclossli are the entries made ') 

henlcncing Court Sub Dj\ Mamstmte \ i lloro 
C ( 82 of lb2l 1H8 Clause M P C 

Sentence 3 months 8 I 
D ito of hontcnco 21 12 21 
Date of fell \sc 2i) 3 2- 
Age 12 

Height » ft 1 inrhi s 

Weight mi n» 

Ilnngnm ( he1t\ tetia nw he weighed liimv If two 
da\'* l>cforc coming to lad n 1 found It was 1 1- lb* 
Hii Hilton shorn* 11 Hi hatekliin Mnhiimnid 
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Ghouse says he heard the man say 125 at the weigh- 
ment at the gate yesterday His “ History ” shows 
120 lbs. Do they reduce the real weight by 5 lbs for 
everybody to allow for loss during the early months 
of prison life ^ 

At 10-30 A M we espied the Andhra n-c-o’s at the 
well We have not yet been allowed to meet each 
other I saw them from our block and they returned 
namaskarams We are taken for our baths at different 
hours so that we may not meet each other 

At noon to-day, the Superintendent, and another 
European clad in semi-military nnifoim, and the Jailor 
came round and “veiified” our identification maiks 
I spoke to him about my evening meal being unfit for 
my asthma He proposed putting me in hospital I 
hope it will not be a change for the worse 

At the well, this afternoon, I saw many Moplahs 
among the gang taking watei Their faces lighted up 
as they saw me and heard me talk kindly They were 
all of Malapuram Returnmg to oui block, I saw a 
man coming out of the pi ivy He accosted me in 
military style I spoke to him and found he too was 
a Moplah He enquired how the fight was going on 
He agieed it was a mistake to have started violence 
" They have arrested oniy^'sadhus’ (peaceful people) 
Their idea is, it would be easier to deal with the 
fighters after taking us all Arc we to be heie for 
five years, or is Swaraj coming? ” These weie some of 
the questions he asked ” We feel so cheerful and 
hopeful,” he said, ” when we see big and rich people 
coming into jail, like you You don’t know what we 
feci and the tears v ellcd from his manly eyes I 
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answered his queahons ns beat I cjoold end 4oId him 
to bare hope nnd coarage The wholo count rjr u a 
jaij I said Itea aaid he And we nro Inside a 
small pneoD I continued tho men outside nre like 
dogs Jet loose by the master TT© are liko tigen kept 
inside barred oagea Yes said he they nre dogs 

and wo are tigers We talked a good while till n 

conriot warder osmo and hurried him away to his task 
which he said wns gnndmg wheat in the store 

In tho orcning a Mussalman tailor /rom Chittoor 
oame m for the offenoo of pasting notices for tho 
hartal on the I7th Ho Is giron R I for six months 
for Miiing to giro security 

I cannot stand the strain of washing clothes I don i 
know whether the fact that I did it to*day in (ho 
afternoon made anj difference But while I did not 
fool more fatigue than jestordsyond tho day before 
to-d ly I got to breathe hard and faint I cheered 
myself up sitting down and talking to a Moplah 

After lockup ttwlej as f sit inaldo tho cell an 
involuntary feeling of weakness nnd thoughts of ray 
children selrcd mo It looked at first irresistible but 
I struggled agamst it Help came to mo soon Hare 
not people (i\efi awav from tlioir dear ones for months 
and yeirs on business nod been perfect J\ happy J 
Ifa^o you not % ourself been away thnif It Is tho 
raero thought that you arc in prison that weakens 
you I put these questions to myself and I galhered 
strength 

1 dally do the Oayn/n a hundred and eight tim'^ •fter 
nightfall It was at first difficnlt (o concentrate But I 
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for hia wnae of hnmour I boliovo I will be atan’iog 
myaelf tbia way bnt it may bo good on the whole to 
atarvo out the diatempora I nm now Buffering from — 
the natbma and tho boila 

The Deputy Jailor hat apparently been apoken to 
much by somebody SInch oonaidenition and enquiry 
have resulted in more fuss than m anything done 
However ho ordorctl some hot water for mo to bathe 
A pot came from the Jail kitchen Naturally tho 
Water contamwl a lot of dirt and m addition smelt of 
food-atufts However I vk ashed m^'seU with it ns I 
did not ha VO a hath yesterday 

Aoeosted the Andhra group from over the railings 
as they were at tho welt to bathe 

A group of hard labour prisonon marched with 
\ ando Matamm ond clasped lianda at me It was 
pleasant to return tho saluto I could sco that thcv> 
amenities and recognitions brighten life a little for 
these I>ra\e souls Some of the Tirtivannamalni 
n c-oa wore in tho group ifv wanicr Porumal 
brought razor lirush and glass from tlio Andhra block 
lind a shave Cut ro^sclf a little as I am not a goo<l 
hand and the razor w is blunt In the afternoon a 
whole barber w is hanilo<I in and Chett> and every 
l>od\ cUc ore hi\ing the luxary of clean faces U 
mav be ns4crtcd fairly ircuntcU that tho reputation 
of non ro^peratom Is among nil rstlmates the lonest 
in the world m that of oor I>eput^ Tailor Ife lias 
been made to bDbo\o that the jail was s para Ilw’ 
lieforc but non co-opcritors h ivc made It a \entahl** 
hell He seems to dread nothing so much os * 
non-co-operalor in jail The poor man need not hare 
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been so badly treated There must be a lot of mis- 
behaviour on the part of himself and othei jail officials 
But an atmosphere of hatred and fear ought not to have 
been created Indeed, it could not have resulted without 
lapse from the spirit inculcated b}^ oui Master If 
the}^ misbehaved, oui dut 3 ^was to correct them diiect, 
face to face, and not hand them over or attempt to 
hand them over for punishment by their superiors 
We have an opportimit}' in prisons to bring out the 
best in our principles and evtorb the' admiiation of the 
ignorant and the illiterate, and even of those 
at first ill-disposed towards us The greater the evils, 
the maladministration and the wrongs done, the 
gieatei the oppoitumt}^ to bung out the soothing 
principles of our great Slastei We have a duty by 
him inside jails We ought to establish the supeiioiity 
of his teachings even in the prison, vhich is a little 
degraded world by itself where beasts aie set to rule 
over beasts 

26 — 12 — 21 Had m}' asthma trouble last night I 
had no medicine My cell is an oblong of about 11^ ft 
by 8^ ft with a single opening in the wall, high 
up on the east, about 6 ft from the flooi, with bais 
across, the opening being about ft by 1 ft The roof 
18 an arched semi-circle, the highest point being about 
10 ft high The cell dooi is a barred afiair, 6 ft 9 in 
by 3 ft The cell is one in a long line of eighteen cells 
facing west, with a i iinniug verandah 5 ft wide, and a 
fairlj' big open space in front, and a privy at the N W 
corner, and a big drain all along the western edge of 
the space Behind the line of cells must be a drain 
just under oui cell windows, judging from the 
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occasional gust of onne smell coming m About four 
cells in qnr bne at the southern end are occupied b\ 
condemned prisoners These arc lot out pono<lic illy to 
wash their hands and mud pots and to take thcir fowl im 
A tap is provided m the south 'western comer of tho 
open space but tho supply often fails Water fa 
brought and kept In a pot for us Four trees — two 
neem ono teak and ono eras i — adorn our grounds 
Beneath tho big amsa tree Httlo brick and mortar blocks 
are provided for prisoners to keep tholr food on Tlio 
tree oasts a good shade but tho crovra arc a nuisance 
Wo arc gi\en each an ahiminiura diih and an nlunii 
ninm can We have to cat in tho open ns best wo 
oan standing or sitting on the earth Wo ha\o been 
using the sentries little platforms for this juirpo^c 
which I suppose is n trespass Tho pnv\ is used not 
onlv b\ people in tins block but b\ a large nnnilier of 
prisoners coming from tho other blocks 

fust before lockup two unglaied chatties nrr 
placed in a corner of our olH bv the scavenger Those 
arc to srr\c ns commode and chamber pot nt night 
\b >rbcnt chnttJcs without nn\ fo\or for them J epl 
nithin four feet of our l>cd do not mskc the plncr sweet 

Thej aro not e\cn alwavs \our commwle or pot for 
ther aro removal In tJic miming and nn\ed up with 
others and me distnbuterl again In tlic c\cnlng not 
necessarilx the same win Ii ^ou ha\'o nse<l I trksl 1 1 
use tho one as a covtr for tlir other but the l»otf 
having round Iwtlotns w ibble on the grtund too muth 
to he put one on the < ther afeU 

\fi r pU nt t tlri'vsrl r in I *nt I 

wrt tl t tiirjHHit thi «»« (opp** I Ih mi 

f y <ta> 1 fp 



C r’s 1920 JAIL LIFL 


15 


We have, naturally, to put a'^ulc all sense of deli- 
cacy I must recoid hcie that the piisoncis, as fai as 
I have seen, though they aie long tcim convicts foi 
giavc moial offences, aie veil enough behaved and show 
little lewdncss of spuit Except for enfoiccd loss of 
the sense of dehcacj , I have not noticed any indecency 

.The Avardeis who watch the condemned pnsoneis 
fill the night with noise The\ do not seem to lealise 
that they themselves go, by tuiiis, but the noise is 
continuous foi the pnsoneis Their \ ulgai chattel is 
specuillv luitatmg when it ciosses the beautiful notes 
of oui friend Mahomed G house’s pia3ei3, which would 
be an elevating music for all the piisoners, if undisturb- 
ed washed clothes have come fiom the town 

Also, in the evening, the jailor ga\e me the things I 
wanted him to bu}' foi me 'out of 1113' money — white 
paper, clothes, candles, candle-stick and matches, soap 
and tooth powder Tlieie is an abundance of good 
sandals made in the jail I am bu3nng a pan The 
jailor has promised to shorten the strap foi me 

Five fresh non-co-opeiatois, I uiideistand, have 
come and are in the quai antine outside Theie is no 
reason why they should not have been taken into this 
block straight, as we were, unless they wish to isolate 
them from us 

A poor fellow from the Andhia country — an 01 di- 
nary prisoner, not a non-co-opeiator — told mei t uas in 
the newspapers that Swaraj had come and depended on 
three years’ good conduct He must have heaid some- 
thing about some speech of the Prince, in which there 
might have been something about the goal of the 
Reforms ' 
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Tbo All India Congrt?^ Committee nnd the Mode 
rate leaders mnit be nearing the end of their 
deliberations to-da\ May the Cod of Nations lead 
us aright and give ns eouraigo detcrminotion and 
strength I 

No newspapers are allowed to ns 

I wonder how tho Irish people have decided 

27 12 21 Tlio great ceremonj is over Tlio 
Siiponntcndent of tho jail is to go round and sec 
every prisoner on Monday that is to say ho walks 
down each block and every prisoner has to stand in 
fiont of his cell with his kumbh nnd mat spread out 
in (lont Even vour private betiding sliould lie kept 
out said tho Supenntciidcnt tome If tho ground 
la too dirty you might put It out on the romndnh 
\estcrtla\ l>eing Christmas da\ the insi>eetion was 
done to duv I asked him whether we could have au\ 
newspapers He said None at all I dhl not 
remind him about lus sending me to hospital as 1 whh 
to leave things to their own count Tlio Siiperintcn 
tlont ordered the removal of our Chltloor tailor friend 
Chanda ilian Sahib to the quarantine oiitshle 
being n rigorous case He is a brave tall stunir 
man of fortv three 1 hud my doses of mixture li t 
night an I the spasms hwc iKrn kept down I have 
n m w ivoil cotumg up In rov right log which has 
sufTcre«l w) muth almdv I had liopesl It Ind got 
itMlf prolerted but T see that the Imiounltv does not 
liht verv long 

In sj iti of everv djsupline cverv ex|)Iati»li n In 
invMlf ul the true nature of t!ie j n**on snd the 
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condition of our coiinti}’, a sudden weakness of heart, 
inexpressible and not subject to reason, occasionally 
siczcs me It IS, I behove, ray craving for personal 
affection I see about me jinsoners, warders, fellow 
non -co-operators Theic is de^otlon, kindness and 
brolherliness, but no lo\c such as wy licart wants 
This comes on me as a \ oid now and then, and fills me 
vith a kind of fear such as children must feel when 
tliej' stray an ay from their mothei May the Mother 
of all created things give me courage and stiength ' 
All those uho love me are still there, outside the 
prison, and they love me all the more foi this separation 
They continue even now, acros'^ the prison gate to love 
me Maj' their affection be realised by me properly, 
in spite of the delusion of this strange situation, and 
keep me steadfast ’ 

Locked 111 as usual at G r m Ha\e secured my two 
doses of asthma mixture 

Only two things stand between us and freedom, — 
fear of prison and fear of death If but a large number 
of our people get into jail as we have done, the fear of 
prison will be gone entirely Fear of death must be 
easily got over if we spend our prison time properly in 
a studj'’ of our great religion 

There was trouble in getting warm water I under- 
stand it was not an offioially sanctioned privilege So 
I bathed m cold water 

28 12 21 Eighth night in this ashram I under- 
stand that we will not be kept long in this block 
' These cells are intended for condemned prisoners and 
for solitary confinement For the latter purpose, there 
2 
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ii ft '^v'ooden door wbioh has to bo drawn ngnlrut the 
ralhng* to make it dork and abut out nil oxtm nir 

Thor© is much work to l>o done Jn tho matter of 
treatment of political prisoners They are treated 
far afl I can »ee In every way bko ordinary simple 
nnd rigorcroj conviots, Tbore h absolutely no differ 
enoo in the food or the duciphne or fho tasks sot 

The iloplnh Roboliion prUonere nro heavily workcrl 
It pains one s heart to boo it when ono rcalbes that U103 
are hero not for moral crime bat for breaklog bridge# 
palling telegraph wires or cutting up rondi in a bid for 
freedom and religion os they understood them from their 
leaders. The only consolation if that thcflc Moplnhs 
know no bettor oodo of war than tho treatrnent now 
meted to them b^ Goiommont 

There is no place whero tho atmosjihcio is bo lull ol 
oxpcctancv as the jml Eior^ prisoner ns he is 
heaving up a hoav\ load or finds a minute * rest wlun 
running don n to tho latrine nsks how long nix wo to 
toll like tbi# 1 when is Swnraj coming 1 arc we winning I 
where is Gandhi ^ and so on 

The washing is too much npp,trenth for me 1 Wt 
■o fatigned to*daj that I could not c u well and after 
that had to bo in l>c<l till 2 pm Ilou weak I have ronic 
to be Age and #ickne<s tell 01 cn thmt^b }OU have not 
out*gfoun jour juutli in foohilmcM 

The food no |,et is a perfect discipline ns 1 lobl 
Ranpi'M' C belt! tc ^ln\ Ilow mani In thdr 
homes got raneti and worse qusUtt I The 

Kolambu and ncc (or tioth incsls even d't 
innumerable varieties of dirt grit hair wool ami all 
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sorts of things in it, seems to ns so dreary, because 
Me ha\ 0 coddled our‘?cIvcs with varieties all oar life, 
blind to the drear}' lues of othcis around us It is 
Milh such thoughts that i\c get cheei fully through om 
meals, — the three of us, Sastry, Chetty, and myself, 
on the little sentry platform Ghousc gets a different 
kind of lice and Koianibu Caste and community 
pursue us eien in these places Jail peoiile give 
rations much on the basis of caste 

I constantly hear the clank of bai-fetteis on some 
poor Moplah pnsoneis The Jail officials brought me 
a requisition from tuo Gindugal friends, Thambusami 
Naidu and Natesa Pillay, to intervicM' me I wrote 
back a note, thanking them for their kindness, but 
begged to be excused saying I could liar e only one 
intervieM in a month according to the rules I was 
quite veil and happy and then seeing me would 
serve but little purpose I understand the interview's 
have to be conducted across a wire-gauze screen I 
am wondeiing whethei I should ever exercise this 
privilege under these conditions 

Slave labour has not been abolished The whole 
system of jail administiation is but a scheme of slave 
labour at its woist Woik is extracted from thousands 
of able-bodied men without being paid for, 
by the sanctions of pure brute force and cruelties, free 
from public observation or criticism Even where 
cattle may and must be used, as for pressing oil or 
drawing the kavalai, a gang of men are made to do 
the work, because the slaves are available in such large 
numbers I would not judge the system thus, if there 
were any idea of reformation along with these bruta- 
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bties But not only u rofonuation nbaent but It Is 
fllmoat an article of the creed of all jait authorities 
that the convict is beyond moral rodoraption ISo 
attempt whatever is made to reach hia higher feeling* 
or hla bodI Indeed nobody seems to bellevo that any 
convict has higher feelings at all or a soul There 
fore I say it i* a mere faotorv for alavo labour giWng 
the absolute minimum of food and Intending to get 
maximum -wotIl The slaves are not owneil but hired 
for a limited ponod So there Is no abiding interest in 
their health or morals, but tiio largest nso is made of 
them and good conduct is ensured onU for the master s 
purpose during a limited time bj strict owmeeing 
and barbarous penalties rather than by instniollon or 
example which are slow and tedious Tlio ciHclal are 
tj'pical 8la\ 0 drivers the con\lct8 arc tN plcal slaves 
How can there be any moral doN clopnient or legenen 
tion In these circumstances * 

29 — 12 — 21 In spite of the mixture the nsthma 

apaams ibstiirbed my night I think it is due to the c\cn 
mg meal There was a big quarrel among the wnnlcr* 
One a Panohamo it seems mockc<l at rav neighbour 
Ohouse ■ loud prajen last night and another warder a 
Muhammadan was incenaeil but kept his wrath for the 
morning wht n it bnr»t out in a terrible explosion Tl»e 
rctnlt Was an cmplmsis on the I ancham* s caste 
He seinicd to repent Iiis coniluct esjkcclsllj os l»r 
was in a Mil minonts but the wrath of the 'Mustilman 
was uneppcasetl I exylalucsl to them both their res 
pectlxe errors 

Tlj *rc vns nr\cr again on\ tlirret or indirect Inter 
(crcnce m ilh JIuhnmmad I hou e * pra\ rrs 
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Prison going by itself will not achieve anything, un- 
less the heart partakes in it and not the mere body A 
shake of hands or an embrace increases affection, but 
only if it IS the outward expression of hearts that come 
together in love An enforced or conventional embrace 
IS a worthless foriiiahty Even so, if men and women 
of India embrace pnson life, not because it is the pre- 
sent convention of patriotism but because they are 
V drawn to it irresistibly, as to a haven of rest, from the 
painful condition of national servitude outside the pri- 
sons, then there is freedom for India through the 
prison-gates If hundreds of men and women feel that 
the voluntary co-operation with injustice and national 
dishonour outside the jails is no longer tolerable, and ac- 
cept imprisonment as a happier condition of life because 
it releases them at once from that co operation, and 
if they feel that the privations and inconveniences of the 
prison are perferable to the sm and the pamof immoral 
co-operation mth wrong outside, then it becomes true 
martyrdom, which cannot fail to produce its effects 
according to the laws of God Even if there be no im- 
mediate national advantage resulting from it, each 
individual has the supreme consolation that he at least 
has released himself from the sin and pain of voluntary 
assistance in keeping this nation in servitude If we 
believe in the creed of Ahimsa, and if we have faith in 
the law of love and suffermg, this must lead to success 
Short of yielding up our lives, imprisonment is the fullest 
expression of our revolt against the evil which we 'seek 
to end The greater the privations in the jails, the 
more cruel the treatment, and the more complete the 
isolation from the outside world, the nearer to perfec- 
tion is our release from voluntary participation in the 



22 


O B 8 1020 JAIL UFE 


ovil Bysteni that wo ha\o resolrod to iwolato and d(^ 
troy and tho tnoro efleotivo will bo oar aaonfieo In 
helping to nohieve that end It i« faith In thU pnnol 
pie that enabled before onr time tho brave mart\ra 
whose lives we road of in weitem history In the stnig 
gles for freedom and religion to bo imprisoned in 
damp dungeons and withstand all the torribk) tortures 
inflicted on them. We have not yet shown a 
hundredth port of the resolution and the ilnco 
nty of purpose shown b} those great men though 
the manner in which the nation is resjpondlng to tho 
call is full of promise Tho measure of our hope Is 
not in the more number of those that now embrace 
imprisonment but in the oordialltv of that embrace — 
in tho reality of the choice of imprisonment in pre 
foronco to helping the oontinoanco ol wrong oulsldo 
tho jail* Flocking into Jails expecting a raochanlcal 
result will produce none Jail*secking should be 
the symptom of tho organism s revolt against its 
condition then is the cure certain How man\ who 
have now accepted imprisonment have done it ns a 
moral necessitj arising from their inner rc\olt against 
national humiliation and not as a mere device for the 
embarrassment of tho Qo\emnient with which they 
hope it will not be able to cope { 

30 — 12^21 Tlie jnil autliontles seem ilctermlnr 1 

to keep ua In isolation from tho Andhra group Ue 
three Cheltlar Sastrlarnnd m\self ba\o licen here for 
o\cr ton dnvs m the soUtar) cells along nith the on 
demned prisoners and recalcitrant convicts and there 
appears no sign jet of our removal to any other bl 
nor of me to the hospital I underslaml that the two 
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Alignrh Aonng men and Lakshmin.iraynna and many 
olhors aic there That seems to be the reason for 
keeping me alia} from liospital 

Have written a letter for sending borne to the 

kids 

Some linseed has licen just brought and I have put 
it on tlic nen boils in my right leg Washed my 
left Icgnithhot water and soap and put ointment 
The best part of our discipline is tne newspaper 
privation Read little or nothing to-day 

31 — 12—21 In spite of the clearing of the bowels, 

and two doses of iodide nii\tiue, no sleep The lungs 
gave trouble fioni midnight, and kept on till early 
morning It is disgusting to iccord ray ph 3 'sicnl 
ailments from da 3 ’^ to da 3 '^ How I wish I had a 
healthy bod 3 f which could give free pla 3 '- to ni 3 ' spiiit • 
The Superintendent saw me to-da 3 He agreed 
that ni 3 ’- eiening diet should be lightei m bulk and 
promised to see if I eould be given toasted bread He 
piomised also hot w'atei foi bathing He is not 
m the habit of seeing his decisions worked out 
quickly It is clear he has deliberately decided to 
keep me away from hospital and wants me to be 
attended to here, fomentation for the boils and all 
He strongl 3 f recommended vaccine injections for my 
boils So I had an injection this evening I had also 
some sort of boric fomentation for my legs , the 
water gets cold in transmission from the hospital 

The Vellore friends have sent the spinning wheels 
and corded cotton Chettiar and Sastriar are learning 
Ghouse Saheb is a practised hand 
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Wrote a letter to the ohildrtm and sent it to the 
Superintendent for iending by rcgliterod post at niT 
coat. 


1 — 1 — 22 Very little aleep last night The injec 
tion seems to have given a slight fever The asthma 
trouble too recurred Took less cnnjco in the morning 
than osnal and worked at the spinning wheel for aomo 
time Tepid poultice and tincture iodine for the leg* 
Got both leg* clean shaved 

The Depnty Jailor appears to have gone to Madras 
and probably heard his friends speak about me lie 
has oome back and behave* in a friendly manner 
The Superintendent apponr* to have orderc<l hot 
water for me I got from tho Doputv Jailor some oil 
and Boap-nut, Tho warder lent tho *crTicre of two 
pntoner* to help mo at mv both and I had a really 
luxurious bath in one of tho iloro rooms At this rate 
I should be unwilling to leave tho Jail I 

1 understand now that some Andhra friends in 
tho Jail made a special representation to have an 
interview with me which of course wn* refused bv the 
Superintendent and on tho other Iiand borved to rouse 
his fear* Hence the deliberate isolation "Mr Lnkshnd 
nara^ana ha* I hoar been discharged from hospital 
Thov may now lot mo in there If I get my legs into a 
hoalthj condition and don t liave these wretched boil-* 

1 could be a model pnvmor 

2 1 22 Fever I did not take mi nee I at 
drank some rice water Inatcatl In the afternoon I 
removed to hospital iluhammad lluisaln of l«ucknow 
and the Nellore youths are in the hospital I put 
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on milk and sago I conld not manage the quantit}', 
so put bj’’ the grcalci part of it 

jMahomed Hussain has a lot of complaints about 
the hospital There is Hira Singh of the Lahore Cons- 
pirac} here Also some I\Ioplahs The IMoplahs enquired 
howl came to be in jail They say they could take 
four 3 ears gladl} for the three months of mine 

3-1 22 The fever left me at about Sam, having 
been dosed with calomel and quinine The hospital is 
a real addition to the terrors of prison life It consists 
of three big rooms, and no small or special wards, with 
a ^rcrandah in front and anolhei at the back My 
ward contains twelve beds The beds are all full of 
bugs All the windows are haired and there is only 
one door The place is locked up in the evening like 
the rest of the jail and the sentry' shouts out his ‘ All is 
well ’ into our very ears The fi ont verandah is not 
left vacant but is used for cases needing fresh air The 
back verandah is a general latrine during the night, i e , 
from after lock-up at 6pm Incessant making of 
water and passing of stools by all sorts of patients 
There are no commodes or decent chamber pots 
Chatties without lids and general receptacles (big mud 
pots) are kept open the whole night The place is a 
hell at night But in the morning it is all cleared up 
and phenyle is liberally sprinkled and the Superin- 
tendant, who is an I M S doctor, comes about 10am, 
when he sees nothing needing reform Why a few 
proper ehamber pots with lids and good commodes 
should not be kept in the hospital, I can’t understand 
They would be a non-reeurrmg charge and, for quite 
moderate expense, add much to the sanitary condition 



20 


O B8 1920 JAIL LITE 


Early morning the deputy jailor • kind offices 
brought for me a wheat cako from the Punjab pn 
soneis kitchen A fine old 8ikh Xidan Singh is his 
name greeted me with Bando llatamm and garo mo 
the onke I said I conid not cat anything so 
heavy But ho would not leave me So I took the 
onke and thanked him The fomentation scorns to 
have done my legs good They ore Ices painful now 
The quinlno and the fever I don t know which is more 
respoDitiblo for It has made mo too feeble 

The pamlysia case at one end of the room docs 
not improve my splnts 

4 1 32 Dr about whom b^ the way 

I must record with sorrow that I have scon few men 
more subservient to their superior officer and more 
callous to the spirit of the times carried out the Super 
Intcndcnt s instrnotions He pricked oil the bolU pres 
sed the puss out and wnsbe<l the legs with lotion 
applied mercury ointment and gave me an injection of 
vaccine 

I had no fever during the night and I wouhl have 
bad A good rest liut for the bugs which invaded mv l»cd 
in more persistent fnshion this night than during the 
first night The\ seemed to ha\o taken some time to 
acquaint thcmsel\ca With the arrival of the rictim Al 
most the a hole night nos spent in a contest with these 
tomblc foes 

1 understaml Subba Ilao and \ cukat Itao hate been 
put in solitary Cl. Us bt wo\ of punishment the former 
for wnting to the Supennicndcnt tlirrateiiing to U f 
and the latter for itamhng With arms folded cm ehnt 
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during the weekly parade before the Superintendent 
Few Europeans undeistand that there is no aggressive- 
ness 01 impoliteness meant m folding one’s hands over 
the chest They don’t know that it is an attitude of 
special respect among Hindus Subba Rao, a young 
non-co-operator from Cnddappah, complained to the 
Superintendent that the jailor used foul language at 
him and when witnesses were insisted on, he cited three 
prisoners who had been present The pnsoners sup- 
ported Subba Rao , but the result was, the principal 
man among them was given bar fetters for the offence 
of giving evidence against a jail authority Subba Rao 
naturally felt that he was the cause of the poor fellow’s 
additional misery and wrote to the Superintendent that 
he was going to inflict on himself a fast for the injustice 
of which he was the cause 

A carpenter spoke yesterday to me what typically 
represents the atmosphere in all prisons now “ When will 
all this end, sir “Soon”, said I, “we should wait But 
what is it you want to come to an end 2 ” “When will 
what they all say is coming — Swaraj — come ^ When 
Will this system stop by which they take three rupees 
worth of work from us every day and give food without 
enough salt, and whole dal* which is not boiled, and all 
for half a man’s stomach^” 

I understand about Hira Singh, though he himself 
cannot be brought to give information a bout it, that four 

*An abominable system prevails here, and I am told m other 
Jails also, of soaking whole unhusked dal in water, and then 
crushing it and making kolumbu with it The concoction is ex- 
tremely disliked by the prisoners and appears to be the cause 
of many stomach disorders among them 




28 


O, B 8 1920 JAIL LITE 


lakha wa* the amount o{ hia property all m money deal 
mga, which was confiioatod When naked about It, ho 
Bay» don t care in Ohinaman b Engliah AVhon war 
broke out ho was deported from Hong Kong whore ho 
was doing buaineM ainoo youth He went to Bankok and 
escaped to Singapore and refumod to Ida village in the 
Punjab where he was orroatod and wmtenced for life for 
oonspimcy From Hasaribag Jail he eaenped was again 
arrested and ib now here m hospital with a painful trou 
ble which diaables him from sitting For six year* in 
Hasaribag prison he says ho never saw the son He 
waa working, gnnding com eating sleeping and doing 
everything else in a sohtary cell till his brain got almost 
offooted ho Ba\i h,ow he is allowed to move about 
which is a blessing Ho is cheerful and braro Jail is 
my house he says If I don t like anything I don t 
do it I take punishment That Is all 


Vi ithout force no nation has got freedom In China 
too it was the same \ou cannot get the people to do 
the sacrifices of the non ilolont method srgiird lUra 
Singh I tried to put it to him how (1) wo were not fit 
for force (2) wc were not fit for cirM idf goremraent 
unless we were able to organise a non \ lolent revolt and 
(3) how if the riolencc of a few people ercr obtained 
freedom from foreign domination it wouh! icsolt onl> 
in the government of India bj a few people command 
Ing such violence whereas a non ijoirnt reiolotlon 
would naturally lead to true self rule b\ the p^pl** of 
India Bat Muhnmood Hupwln who was acting ai 
Interpreter for me was too ill to keep up the eonvm>\ 
tion He felt gWdv and we retired for the night 
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Kagbavayya and four convict warders, Telugu 
-people, have been removed from this jail to-day, the 
latter probably for suspected assistance to the non-co- 
operators. The former’s case is not known — whether it 
IS a mere transfer of jail or warrant for a trial on a new 
charge Sesha Reddy has been taken out also, probably 
for a trial on a second charge which has been pending 
at Nellore The pain in my leg is so great that I can 
do nothing by way of reading or wntmg 

5-1-22 Muhamood Hussain and I were permitted 
to sleep in the front verandah, comparatively free from 
bugs, and a little further off from chamber pots, at night 
I had very good sleep m spite of the pain in the leg It 
was a heavy sleep, probably the result of the injection 

Hira Singh told us last night the story of the 
Lahore Conspiracy Case prisoners They were all in 
Hasaribag in Behar, given bad food and heavy work 
and terrible penalties, — flogging, handcuffs, and chaimng 
to the wall in cells in standing position the whole day, 
for a week during nights also, handcuffed sometimes 
arms behmd and sometimes in front, chained to the wall 
on the tower to serve as an example to all prisoners, and 
so on They were given gunny bag clothes which they 
refused to wear and underwent punishment The thing 
became so intolerable when a Punjabi jailor came and 
took charge, that they resolved to make an attempt to 
escape and get shot if they failed Three iron bars 
were procured for them by the scavengers, and one of 
them made holes m the cell wall near the roof, and 
some at night at the bottom of the wall They kept 
chanting prayers aloud, so that when the sentry walked 
up and down the verandah he did not notice the noise 



of digging Wlien the work was finiabed three of them 
got ont into the verandah at night and caught and 
gagged the warder on duty and took his overcoat and 
lamp One of them put on the ooat and aat down with 
the lamp at the ond of the verandah and the other two 
Btook on like lizards to their coll doors awaiting the 
bend warder When the latter oanio ho imagined tho 
warder on duty was sleeping and wont up to call him 
The two that were hanging on to the cell door went up 
from behind and gagged tho head warder who falntnl 
at once Thoj took tho kojw from him and went about 
opening all tho cells But thoj wore now nearing 
change of watch and were in n hurry Tlic\ alw dhl 
not know tho right keys and fonml It dlfllouU to open 
all tho cells Thev roloBsed onl} eighteen In alt The 
party hastened to tho prison wall nnd standing one 
over another palled thomseUes up with blankets 
and lot themsolvoB down similarly on tho outer side 
Three of them had been told to watch the wonlor 
nnd head wanlcr but these got impatient ond Jolnnl the 
rest of the partv to<i MXin Tho wortlers somehow 
got nd of their gngi and raiso<l an alarm which brought 
a partj in pursuit when some of the prisoners 
wore still on the wall They had armed them 
selves with the cell locks which tlie\ threw at the 
warders nnd ono of them lighted n match and said 
half aloud Thev are brothers don t throw the Ifomln 
Qt them It Was dirk ai«l the tnek succreiletl Tlie 
warders rvlire<l in fcir of the bnml i Six of the 
prisoners injured themselves liadU as the man on the 
top of the wall sttmilnl more to lifting them up than to 
letting them down Tbe\ urrr in o str mre rountrv I f'c 
of the men who In 1 1 rok m their leg< hid under a culvert 
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Sub-ASSLBtant Surgeon wdl come presently and the 
Superintendent too and enquire about our health 
When 0 Lord will You give to our people the hanger 
and the paaaion for freedom I Tho human tool htu! a 
wonderful potentiality and if God onlv willa it our 
people can be eloctrified into action never dreomt of a* 
yet Wo in prison can only pray and wait 

6 — 1 — 22 Rangnm Chotty camo to hospital yetter 
day He had n long story to toll of tho persecution by 
the Jail offioials since I left that block Tho Loputv 
Jailor and tho chief warder stopped tho oU for hU lamp 
and rofased to gi\’o it in spite of his protest tliat bis 
bowels were bad and ho needed n light to guide him to 
tho chamber pot nt night. Ho stopped taking tho 
evening men! so that hit bowels may not give him 
trouble during tho night Thereupon ho was summoned 
to appear before the Superintendent for tho offence of 
not Dating but was finally ordered to go to hospital 
Sastriar was spoken to harshly and iniultinglj bj the 
chief w Older — Stand up ot the door when I come 
I am a superior officer \ou are a convict and 
so on 

Wo came to jail ^oluntQ^I> and we must submit to 
such discipline harsh trestraent and 1 would add 
insults such as we would subject all the priwmers to If 
wo had charge of the jnil ourselves should not 

ask for an> favours for with fa%our» come the frown* 
also Let us comimre ourselves nitli the Putijib 
prisoners who for lo\c o! countrv and Iionouf arc 
serving out life sentt nces l»m\eU ami chrerfullv There 
rro MopUh pns<^»cni who arc serving f ir thrlr faith 
sentences of four and fl\t \eara and more and are trrvt 
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ed like common fclonf?, nnd bearing it ns if 

meekness were their \ on iinturc Whnt is onr insigni- 
ficant share of sulTcring compared to these ’’ Should we 
not bear them without complaint ^ 

The jail officials have, for the first time, to deal n ith 
a number of people othei than felons and degraded 
characters We should allow for this and bear with 
them We can make them see a new A\oild altogether 
if we impress them with our meekness and our courage 
Our attempts at prison-reform by complaints will only 
lead to the creation of an atmosphere of mutual ill-will 
and hostility, besides being futile in achieving any 
immediate object Higher authorities ivill stand by the 
jail officials, whatcvei be the faults pointed out 

I nas pained to the quick to see an exhibition of 
brutality on the part of the Sub-assistant Surgeon u ho, 
for some cause nliicli I did not percene, wrung the eais 
of a moplah patient To the brutalitj' was added the 
ridiculousness of this little man aimed with brief autho- 
rity by a foreign Government and secure m the secrecy 
of a prison, imposing his little physical strength on a 
braie soldier who is piobably here after risking his life 
before the machine guns of Govei nment’s military forces, 
and 18 placed under the little man’s charge because he 
IS sick ^ 

The mercury ointment has overshot the mark It 
has blistered my legs terribly The doctor’s attempts 
at doing good by hot fomentation was excruciatingly 

* I learnt afterwards that the man was not one of the rebel 
prisoners He was an ordinary Moplah convict transferred to 
this prison This, however, makes no difference 

3 
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jMiinfnl He Jiaa added to tho tortures by applying car 
bolic acid to tho ulcers But I am not here as a 
patient I am here primarily as pntonor and it la 
grace on tho part of the Qorommentto take any trouble 
about my body If they torture me for my ignorant 
over-apphcation of mcrcurj omtment it ia an unmtended 
form of that ylolonce vhich thoj would be entltlwl to 
apply directly if thej liked after passing the necessaty 
legislation Abdul Subhan of Tiravnnnaranlal brave 
youth who has one year s rigorous substantive and one 
more year rigorous in default of security two years In 
all on a charge of noting and pioketting has come to 
hospital with fever He and two others of TJnivanna 
malal refused to defend themselves Satynmurth> 
appeared for other accused persons in the case and it is 
said offered to defend these men also but thej rcfuMKl 
to utilise his service 

Sreemmulu of Berunda has conit 111*0 u|lh juins 
all over the body The little surgeon Mns |nrticulnr in 
seeing his bed placed at the extreme cud of tho room 
OW03 from us — lluhamood lIusMin and me Just 
had news th it the 'Modentes aic meeting on the I3tli 
iiiit at Benares and that therr will lie ome s< rt of 
Conference at Madras on llie 17tli 

7 122 Sreennmlu sivs that the |)olitiral situa 
tion IS miscralJr tlutt indhiji is sitting in Almieila 
l>ad the Cmgrtss has done nothlnc that t bet e is no 
good Iteing m j id and so on \ a''Vi 1 «1ial riighthe 
had to eapeet tint ibcMirhl *iutd go into on larlfi 
quake t«*tau e s mic >1 11 lui 1 conn to jnil I lu 1 

he him*^lf done uht n hr aas free all these mo \rar*i f 
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mtensc stir^ What had he and the others done nhen 
Tilak n as in jail for six } ears ’ 1 told Inm t here was no use 
being impatient, and tliat ne can hut do oiu onn dutj' 
Even if wo achieved nothing in our gcnciation, ne liad a 
duty which we should cheerfully pci form Freedom is 
often attained bj^ the sacrifices of successive genera- 
tions, and we should thciefore be picpared to lay at the 
alter of the counti^' what we could gi\e oi sufler without 
hungering for immediate fruit, — even if ne do not feel 
neare able to leach the Gita ideal of dutj' without con- 
cern for results altogether Think where ne should 
have been if oui fatliers and giandfathers had made 
defimte sacrifices for freedom’s sake Would we not have 
then carried forward the battle nith greater faith and 
vigour ^ By oui sacrifices we have at least made the his- 
tory of India in this generation an honouiable chapter, 
a relief from the continuous stoij^ of surrender, indiffe- 
rence, and dishonour Even this, is an inheritance for 
OUI children So let us not lose faith 

Yesterdaj^ I met Hurinam Singh who was in the 
Komagata Maru He told me the stoiy of the Budge 
Budge affair 

The convict ‘overseer’ Parasuraman has finished 
his Ramayanam and lent the book to me He has taken 
the volume of Tamil Mahabharatham Muhammood 
Hussain is studying the Gita and is doing it with great 
dehgence and respect 

Sreeramulu is positive that Subba Rao and Venkat 
Rao aie kept in close confinement in solitary cells, locked 
in, both day and night 
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8 — 1 — 22 Ramamorti came with a aick headache 
and la in bed in hoapital Saw Shafluk or Rahman of 
Aligarh College and Naraaimhachari \ nkU of Cantor 
at the hospital oflBce What a bright and innocent face 
ShafioL has I 

The man below m the verandah has pneumonia and 
IS lookily looked after by the fellow pntoners on doty 
With some diligence 

Related the storv of Snvarkar a arrest and escape 
and the Hague proceeding* to ^Id Hussain and R«ngam 
Chetty and others who had not known it 

Had a ditousslon with ^Id Utusiin about the true 
basis on which the agitation and cducition for fiwlom 
should bo based not on atrocities and injoallcei of the 
foreign rule but on the Inherent right of every nition to 
rule themselves so that e\ tn if the British (Jen emment 
were to become the best In the world ami there were 
no Punjab or Malabar atrocities wo were still Isiund to 
fight for self rule 

Ramamurtl was vomltting the whole iil^ht lUnii 
manta Rao and Md Huisain were fitting near him 

soothing and helping him Dr came up at 

night and fell upon poor Hinumantha Rao Wboh 
that fellow sitting there 1 I don t want \ou here^ 

I must turn j*ou out of tin hospital and so on Aisl 
then he told Ramamurtl to call for the hospital ordrrh 
or ju'fma/i if he wantetl anything an I so on This man » 
hearties ness and little imndednr s stirpis es mv » *rd 
cstimite He has lost him*ilf in the llfi nf prion 
Hiilhorita He Is more a jailor than n doctor nml more 
ft tyrant th in «n\ thing el c I mitr tlioiight that an 
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t(in>'th 1 \<»unL Him mmiM Ik ‘'M iittl'MimultMl linf 
mob i‘ ;li'* forrr of I'ju ir<>imi"Mt 

ll • • • nis lUor-lv I v lo( Ivt <1 ii|) « \ ( II 1 hf d i\ 

111 t’ n !iu\i' In n iftM n<i ox* ri I'^i (n w illvum 

f-ji u'> Iti^oroH** iinj'ri omin nt r f ir Ik tt<>r (linn ‘'Unpln 

imjni'-innnnnl mi'b r (ln’'-i' t ii » nni-'( uu i"- l'»n( nrn 

li(*rn to o < ( jit m\ < ('million'' of ] u! Jifr If \\( sliow 
null vpinm oi ms of (ho rnomri' impo'-' d, (bnorn 
inonl Min'- 'I'ln i ‘-(•l•I^ i<i t m*-!' pun, m<l if m** iro 
ini'-'nli]' (In \ lti\( I’l mn'd (Inn oUjofl Wo oin 

(lofo il lln'ir o1tj( ( 1 onh |)\ o|toi>rfii]l\ .o ( optin;,^ '-ohi ii \ 

1 onlinoinont ill d i\ Im Iv np, ami < \ or\ tliiiif' ol'-i (lu'\ 
pOM ( r iiui tin ni(lv(t(\ (o imiim-c Onl\ Ut 
im not tl( no mioIi uldnionnl poiitltns I)\ mi\ iln 
honour il'lt* o It ^hl Hti'-'-iin (old i f^oml ‘-(on Iiom 
H di idiir Sh di Pimit d wlton i lint nli Olio ( i hrouglit Im 
t-on s lio id on 1 ' li it^oj- md nlToi< d it is n prosont to (ho 
father llm atUnduiis iftirwards mlo d the ini]in- 
eunocl Kinperor Mh\ ho sniihd Mlmn Ins ilovr ‘^on s head 
w !<■ hroiiolit to liini in onud nioikin llo imui'ied 
(hat tin* ohjot L of tlio ononn w is to (aiihi pain, md lie 
should not help him to ilt un (hat ohjc'ct h\ slio\\ui}i 
an\ grief 

I learnt from Sliafuik, who had come to the hospital 
foi medicine in the c\( iiing, (hat the\ ha\onot >tt hegiin 
locking (hem up (lining da^> tiinc' 

9 -1 —22 We cannot be said to be unhnjipv at 
all Ml jail VL unv latc it ir difiicult to reulifie that w'e 
aie in prison .md arc not out enjoving a holiday, since we 
half a dozen in hospital sit togethei after lock-up and 
talk awnj about the stoned past 
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Often the thought oocors to me how tun I going to 
provide for and do the necessarj dutfet b} m} chlldrrn 
and those left behind bj mj deceased brother t Hut 
the thought servos only to tlUtract mj mind and 1 
cannot but leave things m the hands of Qod 

I was surprised to loam that Atd Hussain la only 
nineteen and Shanuk only twenty They are so much 
more mature in body and mind than our lads at that 
ago Md Hussain is studjdng the Qita and spinning 
most devotedly 

10—1—22 Tuesday I imder«tan<l the locking up 
order la being put in force in the t irst Block since } ester 
day and they are lot out m the dsy at fixed liours for 
necessary purposes 

Rangnm Chetty is so particular aliont little causes 
of complaint that nil the nttondanls are up against 
him After all compldnts on our part come in the 
result to be complaints agilnst fellow pri*onrn for nil 
the work la dono by prisoners The adrent of cducatnl 
men in prisons should not Ire a source of di gust or 
nnno^nnoe to the fellow pnsf>jjerB as well as to the 
pnson offlcials To the latt/'r uc are an eyc^err b r 
thc\ find it dlflicult to Iia\e tlmr ovni way with u 
but why should we get to Ik* ill bked b\ the | ir 
imprisoned sbres ? He sb>»iIJ brjuj. the I »Im 
culture giiTHl feeling and hojK* m tlieir tni 1 I ami n t Iw* 

A cau e of ailditi mil torture 

\on*orriclal vl itnr \d» eshavva came thb momlnu, 
and stopped a few minutes at mi 1 k-<| «t le an t rnnuirr I 
who I was He seem bent on hvking int » the 
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Kolambu question I told him ihnb 4 oa of clnl, if ifc 
leally icachcd evci y piisonci, would be a good lation, 
but no\\ it appal cully sta^od away as sediment of some 
601 1 or other ' Tlic gcnllcman avis here at 10 a m So 
the Kolambu lo-daA" aams good (That is Rangara 
Ghetto’s ropoit T take onl^^ a little of Nidan Singh’s 
dal and no Kolambu) In llie evening tlie thing got 
baek to its usual lion id condition Mr Padmanabha 
Kaidu, another non ofllcial visitor, came heie a Aveek 
ago There are, I learn, sik non official visitois Thej^ 
seem to haA'o no time gencially to come to the hospital, 
and no time to stay and enquire e\^en if they come 

Hiia Smgh told us last night a tine story, of which 
he Avas an eye-AA itness, of the execution of a dacoit in 
China The head Avas cut oft, and three men fired 
into the beheaded man’s trunk Avith rifles Then the 
chest Avas npped oiien and the heart Avas taken out 
The head and heart Avere to be hung up along with a 
tale of his ciimes in the inaiket place The high 
officers and other gentlemen Avho witnessed the execu- 
tion came forward to take slices of the dacoit’s flesh, 
and the chief officei, who Avas Hiia Singh’s friend, took 
aAvay the entire heart The head only was hung up for 
public AoeAv in this case When a brave man’s flesh 
was available, it was taken by the Chinese in tins way 
Hira Smgh was witness to the fact that the dacoit’s 
heart was cooked and eaten m the house of his friend, 
the officer He was also asked to paitake of it, but of 
couise he refused 

It seems everything is eaten in China except thiee, 
things — rats, donkeys and cats Dogs are eaten and dog 
flesh 13 sold in meat shops 
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The coTivict-ovctecor TnwmniaaD who gave me 
the Ramai/ttnam haseerred in China and EaatAfnca Ho 
said pathoticttlly that tbrongbont the vrar ho was not hit 
by any ballet but when he onmo back ho waa a victim 
to ft fftlae charge of onlpablo homicide He will bo 
relonBod m a. fow months Ho is an extmordlnnrv good 
fellow 

11 1 22 Wodneeday 3Id Hnjwain was diaohargetl 
from hospital and has gone awaj to hia block Ho has 
taken the Gitn with him Barrister Lakahrolnaravana 
came to hospitnl yesterday It looks aa if tho non 
co-operators pmotlcnlly monopolise tho hospital Mr 
Irfikshmlnarajnna ga^o a long necoent of the work 
himself and his friends did in detecting the ndmimsltn 
tivo crimes in the jail and in the reformation of the Jail 
afmosphere He said brutal beating which was once 
rcr) prevalent had stopped since their advent 

Tho other RnbJi^lstnnt Sorgeon has come He 
seems to be a few talkative mnn than fds brother 

Read tho C olden Tnasun Series Intrcsluctlon to 
tlio Trial and Heath of Socrates 

Krt^hnaswami has writfrii a po^t canl to the 
Superintendent to know the rules ns to interviews Re 
has written it on the 3nl fanutvrv that li a little bcf< rr 
mv letter reaehe<l them 

12 1 22 Tlmrv-liv Had a di-teu*itort with I^V*hml 
rwmj’ana a* to his proposal that we shcotd I *t 
tomorrow for the 1 nnee of ^\A)^as arrival at >tv Irs' 

He finsllv agreed this morninu to prr up the i lev He 
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18 unconvinced, but only yields to mj’’ opinion The 
liartnl and refusal to participate in the welcome are 
demonstrations to show that the people of India are not 
happy and contented as the Go\ernment of India may 
seek to make out during the Prince’s visit and atten- 
dant festivities We have by our very enti^ into prison 
done vhat we can to demonstiato our state of mind 
It would only emphasise an unintended personal hosti- 
lity to the Pi nice if we in jail fast on the da}' of his 
ainval in our province, as if it were a day of giief The 
country is no doubt obser\ ing hartal and we m jail 
cannot participate in the hartal , but there is no 
reason why we should invent some other method of 
showing our disapproval of his visit At any rate I 
feel that fasting should be reseived for greater things 
and for occasions of special and gieat grief and for self 
purification The Prince’s arrival is an occasion for 
mere demonstration, not of giief but of disapproval 
He 18 not personally associated with any special evil 
done to or by ourselves, Avhich may be a reason for taking 
to the extreme form of national penance 

Had the asthma fit last night , had been fiee till 
then since coming to hospital 

Hira Singh is right when he observed last night that 
India IS greater than other countries in three things 
Piety, Hospitabty, and Chastity of women 

Dr Rajan and others seek to see me, and have 
written to the Superintendent Have requested they 
may be informed that I wish them to eommunicate 
with my people at Salem and come together with them 
some time before the 20th, when my first month expires. 
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I nndersUntJ we are allowed ono interview a montli and 
also ono letter cither way a month Aid HuMoin and 
Naraaimhachan bitterly complain that tho^ hare no 
freah air or erorciao being looked up tlio whole day and 
night They are only lot out in the morning to \Uit 
the latnno and this if claimwl to be oxorcUo and freah 
ait I 


13—1—22 Fnday Spinning, and Soc ml cu moat 
of the time Discharged Irom llofpital and remored to 
old aolitary cell 

I find that the new ortlcr* are in force here nl»o for 
locking up cells both da^ and night It n atrocious 
that we should bo thus locked in single cells t r con 
demnwl to solitarj confinement ^Icn tentenccfl to 
rigorous imprisonment are freer in that thev hare to 
work in the open Uo who hare come here belies inp 
in the onicac\ of loffLnng should deem ourselres fortn 
nato in that wc arc made to go fhrouph the most atro 
clous forms of imprisonment 

But think of the bnri aritj of putting nnv penwn 
because he Is conriclcd of a inor d crime - let me talk 
not of political prisoners but onU of iUO'M' wU> hate 
been found pults cf a <levi »tion from the m Jial Uw iti 
n room lU ft sJimrr depnMng him nertltrn »f 
Ooda l}f,ht ami mr and rk\ An igturiut dt>rtriur 
might lead men to isobtr rrimmils from so**! tv hut 
wbst doctrine wire or ipinrint cm justify the dcpriva 
lion of lliiyw things that are neee^^ncv for the sustenance 
othealthv pliN^ieit life f Kerr fs a fig open spv r in 
frtjnl of the crlls I irted sfiJ i rote tr<l and wdt^h‘^^ in 
all rosnner ol wivs wldeh is njt nre,|r-l nr ose^l for snv 
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ofchei purposes, but fioin which you arc locked out as if 
out of meie icvcngc I should unhesitatingly coudemn 
this as base and levengeful inhumanity, even in the 
case of the Avorst cnminals, and I should make no point 
of the fact that this cruelty is piactiscd against gentlemen 
convicted foi political Avoik and persons who have 
voluntarily sought imprisonment It would be like 
claiming good and health'^ watei to drink for political 
offenders, as if regular criminals might be left to suffer 
in thirst, or drink contaminated water 

14 — 1 — 22 Saturday Asthma again last night 

My neighbours, B \'^enkatappa and Alaikutti, a 
moplah, arc suffering solitary confinement, the former by 
judicial sentence and the latter as jail punishment over 
and above the ten years R I that he has for homicide 
But except foi the coir spinning they have as labour, I 
see not much difference between them and mo undergoing 
simple imprisonment, so far as the cell confinement goes. 
It cannot be that this is intended It is best I ask the 
Superintendent and make sure Of course we aio here 
to undergo everything inflicted of purpose, but let us 
not give room for the plea of “mistake”. Locked in at 
seven in the morning, after being let out a little after 
six Let me now spin for myself m my cell while 
Alaikutti twists rope for Government in his 

Strange whispers reach the jail from the outer 
world , shadows would be a better analogy than whis- 
pers, for you can rely on jail news only os httle as you 
can judge the shape of objects from their shadow Ex- 
aggerations are the nearest approaches to reahty I am 
told the Madras City Police have been on strike these ten 
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days that there waa a auecesaful boycott and In fact 
utter darkness and silence in the city of Sladraa on the dav 
of the Prince s visit that there were street lectures at 
all comers that at or;e place a disturbance was caused 
bj B government -side Chottv talking Insolently about 
Swamj and soldiers came up and there was firing and 
six deaths That there is a battle going on at the \ M 
Frontier and the Oovemmont has had heavy losv« 
That m Jlalabar the operations have not vet tcrtnlnatc<i 
I understand that Sfra Lnfcshniinaraynn with some 
friends came this morning and had nn interview with her 
husband m the hoapital 

At 3 15 P 31 news was brought to mo tliat Or 
Rajon and others were waiting to see me I had a talk 
with him 51^ aon and brother had come olw They 
wore cheerful and bravo which was all I wantc<l I am 
glad to learn that pickettlng work is going on in Salem 
though I did not like the nows that man\ shops were 
burnt down Honest \ asndcva\'^ a boa gone In for six 
months rigorous Annul achat I U In remand Ramn 
krlabnaj'yn and another ’\Iu*aaltnan hate also got six 
months almplc for disolic<lience at Tirupattar Ills 
•omething I wish ver\ much that more peojile carriri! 
the war Into the prison** It the onl\ rlTrctlxe thing 
we can do in Tomil land 1 am told I nm again np 
pointed ( encmi SrcTctnrv along with Nehru ami that 
\ J P^tei is acting for Nehru ami I^r Itajan ufiichtr^ 
for me ( amlht is npi>omted Hictator i e to cam on 
all Longresa work IrrciprcUve of merting* Tins ia gno#l 
but he won t find hia surer \or r lalR or eren with dilli 
cult\ There Is a t onference at Roml of per*' 

^ "rih mMlIspN » ru 
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all shades of opinion and Sankaran Nair is presiding 
Gandhiji is attending I fear, rather I hope, nothing 
will come out of it, for I don’t believe there is anything 
good that can come out of such a meeting Nothing is 
possible in any direction from such a meeting, but 
cutting down our demands or suspending the Congress 
programe, which is unthinkably wrong just now, when 
victory IS nigh 

Rajan tells me sad news about Madraa during the 
Prince’s visit Intimidation reigned high The hartal 
was successful but aided by intimidation, at least, to some 
extent This was surprising to me because on all former 
occasions hartals were easily organised and were success- 
ful without any violence or intimidation This time I 
am told that there was plenty of counter- work and in 
order to meet this the people appear to have been temp- 
ted away into the wrong path A big ciowd assailed 
the Wellington Cinema which had hoisted loyal flags 
Dr Rajan says that the police and soldiers behaved 
very well But a man belonging to the Cinema Com- 
pany fired a revolver and killed a Mussalman from 
Triplicane 

I was glad to learn that Ramanathan is woiking at 
Madras in charge of volunteer work Rajagopalan did 
not go to the Congress I told Dr Raj an to go on a 
tour and push forward the work 

I understood that the Sivarajya was going on and 
its subscribers’ list had increased The Independent 
was stopped Jdahadev was awarded eighteen months 
Devadas was editing a written weekly newspaper and 
had a corps of a hundred volunteers to make copies 
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I TFM told that Mr AndroR’a had Been Malabar and 
bad gone boeV to Gandhijl that War! Konneth Mah»m 
mad Hnji had bean captured Mith hi* capture the 
robojlion mmst bo token a« ended 

Jvon official visitor Mr DuroifcimUh m foultlwa 
dress onmo up a* I wns returning from tho goto after 
the internoer Ho enquired about my health and food 
Told him about tho single coll locking up o^ked him to 
enquire irbothor it woa intended to give ns solitarv 
conflnoment or fl'hcthcr ft vai o mistake He nld ho 
had noted the matter but I fear nothing trfll bo done 
bj him 

On tho whole tho peep into the outer world giieii 
me through Dr Uajan did not gladden mo The people 
do not realise how near they are to victort ami have 
not yet made up their raliuls to put forth a Bupreroo 
effort Ma\ heaven gi'c them tho wiwjom to Bscnflce 
nnd fight for all tho\ are worth Tlio noMs al»out tho 
Andhm* is Invigorating f am told that they hare 
began non payment of taxes Jn some Tuluks 

15 I 22 faundav I learnt vesterda\ thrill gnsllnc 
new* that \ S Damawrat fvengar g»ve an ab/ert 
apoJogv In the sedition against him and agree*! 
that he would abstain from polities tor a sear nnd gtrt 
ort)uittrs1 How an\ man witli his pfrTkius hlstorv 
and position could I nng hlrnsrU toBtieh utter surren ler 
open ami dfgra<llng ( esunnt Irmgine \fter thl 
nothing cm l>e Bifelv put as dt* rs uiq *- ible lirsten 
glioiil I proleel us froni nrsknr*s an I Irrp u* In llie 
path of eoufspr and \ stnotl m 
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There is nothing like temporary privation to make 
one enjoy and appieciate the real beaut}^ of the simple 
essentials of life In the unbridled licence of ordinary 
life in these days^ we have lost the capacity for leal 
enjojunent of simple things and hanker for more and 
more complications With all that there is no satisfac- 
tion Occasional strict privation gives a tone to the 
s^^stem, both plij^sical and moral, by giving an appetite 
for essential things I never enjoyed meie light and 
fresh air and a simple stroll in the open as I did this 
morning after my cell door was opened I never under- 
stood the beaut}’ of the taste of simple foodstuff as I 
do now m prison The exaggerated horror with which 
impnsonment is looked upon is as foolish as it would be 
to consider occasional fasts and retirements from busy 
life as great misfortunes 

Sundays, and other holidays, are in the nature of 
things the opposite of pleasant for us people under 
duiess All the wardeis and officials go home much 
earlier than on ordinary days , so we are hurried through 
our meal and the washing of our dishes With a little 
imagination we should be able to submit to this cheer- 
fully, and even actively help to close early, and send the 
jioor devils to their homes, to their children and women- 
folk, as soon as possible The life of the warder is httle 
better than that of his fellow inmate, the convict The 
convict has his rations free, but the warder gets perhaps 
nothing more m the shape of wages His fear of superior 
officials and their arbitrary exercise of powers, is not 
less than that of the convict Perhaps the warder’s 
anxiety is greatei His hfe is on the whole a miserable 
one, though he takes unconscious vengeance for it by 
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bratality to\rard* the poor donla, the com lots Give 
Ufl Rs 30 tt month wo shall be happy Let Gandhi 
give or the Government It does not nutter Me shall 
gladly take a few rupees less from Gsndhi than from 
the Government This is their proposition 


The hospital is n regular hell for bogs I «m 
told all the wards are the same In the blocks there 
ore Hco and floas besides The prisoners blankets and 
olothossro washing only once m a wa\ and as for a bath 
it 18 burned through in a crowded competifiou, and In 
quantities of water which it would bo a real mimelo for 
a roan who has not seen a jail to lee fully flow over body 
and cloth There are taps and beautiful looking en 
closures with eliower bath pipes overhead which may 
please a Msitor but the latter do not work 
coll and tho other cells in this solitar\ confinement 
block arc conniarativoly free from bugs and Ucr 
There is no furniture but onl\ a brfrk and mortar 
platform for betl and the roof is an *rclie<l 
nn ^ork The door U of Iron Ur frame 
IS no crowding hence the place if free 
vermin M\ life in the hospital was during n e 
a continual bug hunt In this respect m\ se j a 
confinement cell is a blwdng but the fl es 
great nuiimnce These poof frllmr^Icnhens of the 
British rri‘>on houW Ik* quite welcome to 
boanl and Mging if onl> thr\ ga^e uj some o! in r 
had practice If the\ pmnil cd to li\e with me «• 

Iv and onlv on rice and LfJnmt/n or on m> m » 
r go I would f^lvllv sbarv ro\ meal *ithlb«^l 
hungr^ ihiuks But s% It their taate Is all emi i 



C r’s 1920 JAIL LIFE 


49 


and vulgar, and I have to keep a vigilant watch against 
them, much against my will 

I am keeping my chm smart and smooth-shaven, 
as if I have city company to meet, with the help of 
razors, blunt and painful though they may be, borrowed 
from block I, where the Andhra friends are lodged 
The jail barbers are a teiror I think I saw their equal 
m the outer world in onlj^ one man m Salem recently 
The good barbers do not come to jail They seem to 
be either too Mrtuous or too clevei to be caught 

The Brahmin cook is as bad as his professional 
counterpart in the outer woild The rice and kolambu 
are unparalleled foi dirt, ban , wool, sand, stone and 
horrid taste The cook is not responsible for the 
cleaning of the rice and other stuffs and no one is respon- 
sible for the taste The Sikhs have got one of them- 
selves to cook for them, Nidhan Singh He has but 
little assistance But he gets the rations correctly, does 
not allow others or himself to steal, and he cooks clean, 
and puts his heart into it But it is unfair to compare 
a poor convict Brahmana cook with a gentleman from 
the Andamans with a life-term hanging round his brave 
neck for conspiracy against Government ‘ Bande 
Ifata? am ’ comes from him every morning to me with 
the two thin chappaties he makes for me, and again 
at breakfast when he comes to give me some of 
hiB dal ‘ Ram Ram ’ say I sometimes, and sometimes, 
Bande Mataram ‘ Can ’ and ‘ May ’ aie about 
only the two English words I can recognise when 
he speaks The rest is all something which only his 
brave h'eait conceives and understands— not I I 
must make one exception I discovered by a piocess 
4 
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of porae rering induction tluit j^v In Singh s 

vocabnlaiy meant give Hopoytdrtl hepaytchnppatl 
the deputy jailor pa^'t vegotabica and other mtiont 
\on pay a letter or a note if that ia over ponailtcd in 
a BrJtitb jail Life -were pleaaant and India free if we 
were all brave and honett men knowing but liUIc 
Eugllsh like Jsidan Singh 

Let mo now aptn for a while Lfttfo does Gandhiji 
know that I have come to lore this dear wheel in mv 
coJJ TerjtobJy like a younger brother Hit heart rronld 
beat and his eyes glow with plcasuro if he taw it 

16 I 22 Monday Thli morning immediateh the 
Prison King left this block after bit weekly IntpertJon 
tomo kind of rcealcltranoo cm the part of two of the 
Sikh prisoners led to a audden nolw and rallv of 
warders with hand cuffs The two men have been hand 
cuffed and taken to the close prison 

Last mgUt was ns Itad as an^ other night for m> 
asthma I bcHcre I must c^hew dal eren in mi mid 
day meal So I told the Superintendent tills raominir 
when he was here and asked him if he could giro me a 
pint of milk and loaf breid instead of ner and di) 
lie said he could do it 

Understand that Lahjl has l*een rpJe3»'d hr ilor 
emment Tina tnw Iw gowl or twid (-annot (rll from 
here wUM elTrcl it would hare on the morifeoflhe 
1 un^ab people 

Tiic Madras City hsrtal aftermath hit <vm» 
and I am told sWt 30 men (Imt not am well kn ran 
person*) Iimc armtecl It aj *ni ri if 

Thi>gira>a Cl» tl\ * hum^ was hr^i f > • tn ^ 
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I am told, I don’t know wlietlier it is true, that 
some question lias been asked about me in the Madras 
Legislative Council Wish (hat nothing by way of 
attempts to get me favourable terms is done,- It would 
boa waste of human undei taking if I should flash in the 
pan by a premature release 

17-1-22 Tuesday The noise of the Prison King’s 
boots V oke me up at about 1 1 last night My sleep 
must have been very light to have been disturbed by 
such a little noise Sastriar was reading and he was 
told he should sleep and not read so late I woke up 
early and did my praj^ers Had to wait long for the cell 
to be opened I asked the chief warder why it was open- 
ed so late. “Holiday to-day ” “Why, what for 
“Prince of Wales,” said he and smiled 

The Deputy Jailor promised to send me a knife and 
spoon for slicing my bread for the noon meal and for 
taking my milk and sago in the evening 

Strolled in the open air for thirty minutes m the 
morning after ablutions and then span for an hour N K 
Vijiaraghavan had sent two wheels and I had given the 
heavier one to Muhammad Ghouse, myself using the 
lighter one. I am using the heavy one since I returned 
from the hospital It is so much nicer than the other 
wheel. It is a marvel of smoothness What would pri- 
son life have been but for the wheel ' 

Read the Rural and the Bible last night Skipped 
through Paul Richard’s Scourage of Christ, which 
Ganesh has kmdly sent me It is a repetition of the well- 
known attacks on current Christianity, opposmg the life 
of modern Christians to Christ’s life and teachings The 
whole book is composed in epigrams The pitch of the 
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epigrami sometime* suit the matter somotlme* the com 
poflHon wobble*. The got up which Qanc«h give* to h\* 
pdbUcfltloos Is far out of proportion to tho vnlno of the 
books 

The Snpenntondont appears to have instructed my 
removal to hospital again I told tho 8nl>*Apsistnnt 
Surgeon that if I had a choice in the matter I would 
prefer to remain in tho ccli Tho bugs in tho hospital 
nro too mnob for mo Tho night pots kept in continual 
ns© throughout the night maLo it practically like sleep 
ing in the verandah of a big Intnnc Add to this the 
groans or the dolinum of some of tho patients It gets 
on mj nerves Though it is solitary confinement here m 
the cell it is better than tho other place Did a litlfe 
Socrates into Tamil Ramn^Bnam in the afternoon 
Felt very weak Evening meal at 4 r M and locketl in 
at C r M for the Prince s sake Kp-vn (ill it grew liark 
Tho wheel 1 * a poem of smoothness am! l>cauty Awrol 
In tho night 

Heard a wonderful story of 2 000 jKrsons atre*tetl 
in llomt>a> and brought o\cr to ^tadras If oniy such 
things Were (me 

The 1 ite»t ran-inl is that a ( iillrrtor h»s 
murdereil at Salem These stones in Uestr the prr 
vailing ynmiujs I r violriice cf some sort 1\ ► mel>t iy 
or other 

18 122 III n Ue of sin tuims I r \rf* 

(h^ \ Dion of th»' true t o-l nnt set come to m 

It is a ban! » k to kr**|» tl e w^mterm tomlst > Iv 
an I even aflet that the mlml dfv-i ret ft t t' rrd 
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objective but dwells on family, self, friends, and 
country, and formulates desires instead of purifying 
itself My only purpose in prayer at this stage should 
be to struggle for a vision of the Supreme One and if I 
see Him once, then the rest will take care of itself I 
now understand what the ancient Rishis meant when 
they did tapas for God to “ appear ” before them 

Non-co-operation is not a means to a political end, 
but a Dharma by itself To abstam from co operating 
with wrong is an absolute duty This is so, not simply 
because thereby we shall evict the Englishmen It is 
an absolute duty, to release one-self from the net of 
wrong m which one is entangled It is not a programme 
for the time being, or for any particular period m 
politics It 18 a duty for all time to refuse to partici- 
pate in the degiadation of one’s people, whether you 
succeed in enfranchising them within the period fixed by 
the Congress or not It is not a desperate remedy 
resolved upon because other remedies have failed, but 
an absolute and eternal moral duty even as honesty, and 
charity are duties irrespective of result or occasion To 
refuse to co-operate in the process of reducing oursel- 
ves to foreign rule and in the maintenance of it is the 
natural law and instinct We forgot this law of national 
life, and cast our mmds into the terrible slough of unfelt 
slavery Now that we have re-discovered the rule of 
life, it is our duty, absolute and for all time, to obey it 

Something, I believe, is going on outside , the 
Superintendent came up to my cell and enquired about 
my health He said he would give buttei for my toast 
He advised me to take the toast cold, as hot toast 
eauses indigestion, 
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Two more camittli one thot the Police Sub- 
Inapcctor of Vaniambady has been done to death and 
another that onr Chief Warder a eon a constable in ihe 
Madras City Police has turned non-co-operator and has 
resigned. The latter cautci groat gleo among the war 
dors who heartily dUllke thoir chief 

I just understand that Sastnar Is a diabetic patient 
He looks rather poor in health and not as cheerful as 
he might bo expected to bo 

Poor Thovan who is the serving prisoner in the 
hospital is so kind and regular in bis attentions, and so 
honest The moro I see the so-called criminals close at 
hand hero tho moro convinced I am that the svstem of 
laws trials ond punishmenta which wo hare sdoptwl is 
wrong from tho root upwards 

19 1 22 Thurwlav Tho Sub Assutsnl Surgeon 
was good enough to enquire about my health from 
across tho wail as I was going to tho latrine l/caming 
that I was free from fresh l>oiI bespoke even as If hr 
had himself been the inventor of the vaccine with which 
I was Injected Pasteur himself couhl not hare I>rrn 
more smug He told me that lonf breoil was a euro for 
const ipatk>n when f sucRrstetl that 1 nil^bt tike some 
raw tomatoes lie ailvi^t d me not to prrw for an} thing 
now Tomatoes ina\ increase ro\ aitbmal The true 
rrwon seems to be q rlrrnrl of bis Pu|»rrlnten lent 
The \ rllore Tall Lnj>ubHshrd (larrtir ! nngs tlir 
following nrsi the commenls are mine I>r \ alrrs I* 
slid asking his people to reject the Treat} The fthsrat 
pur Mspblrilc floggrsl eomr prhticnl prison r* In the 
prcfcncrnf other ptisonen arnl ibU fist c iuk I p»r\l 
ogiUtlon finch tnagi tr\tes are ttult oar frictels 
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Several arrests in Kurnool Salem is not doing ill Five 
persons summoned for civil disobedience in Atur 
C Anantachan is in remand Vasudevayya is m jail 
(6 months’ R I ) Tirupattur men, Wabab Sabeb and 
Ramaswami Iyer, sis months each, former rigorous, 
latter simple Who is Srmivasan who is said to have 
resigned from the Pohce ^ Honorary Magistrates’ stray 
resignations from Tenkasi, and Tiruvellore, are only 
symptoms of a fresh aivakening, not much by them- 
selves 3,500 volunteers were in prison in Calcutta up to 
the middle of January Hakim Ajmal Khan said in 
his Presidential Address that Egypt had adopted the 
Indian method of non-co-operation Pandit Malaviya’s 
son Govmd was given eighteen months rigorous along 
with his cousin Krishna Kant Afterwards reduced to 
SIX months, simple Shyam Sunder Chakravarty too is 
arrested in Calcutta 

Fire opened in Madras and half a dozen killed, 
because stones were thrown at a pohce oflScer’s car 

I get confirmation for my suspicions that there was 
some sort of agitation outside about my food and health 
in jail People are so sadly mistaken about what they 
ought to do I am here hungering not for food but to 
learn that strenuous work is going on outside Our 
hunger and thirst are, for more and more men to come 
into the jail People seem to imagine that only a few 
of us unfortunates have to be in jail and so we should 
be helped to serve our terms out as comfortably as 
possible So they take kindly interest m our jail life 
and do their best to make our imprisonments as bear- 
able as possible by agitating about our health, our food, 
etc I wish they realised that we are here for a cause 
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irhich doownda tijcir immediaio ofteniion indepomlently 
of our u\m food ood com fort# in jail Thcji’ would then 
talk Jeas of reprw»ion if it were an oriJ to bo met 
immediately by Round Table ConfcroncM Tbr\ ttouW 
then welcome the battle 5 i\en by Government 

Poor Saetnar ha* dcroloped dyientety If lie goca 
to hoepitol he will he put on rice frnter which i« the 
only form of h^ht diet within the ambit of thoSub 
Surgeon For any form of milk the Priwn King* aign 
manual i* ncceaanrv 

I juat heard at the latrine the bitter wailings of a 
prisoner O this l-oJamba without lait without ehil 
Ilea, more potwash fluid -thev take Govrmmrnt pav 
and n!»o our food M ill Cod not turn HU eye* to ihwe 
Crimea i But I tuj>pofce even under Swaraj auch 
cormpimn must tie exprctctl \\ Im is di honr*l now 
except our own men * How and when will the hearts of 
our men Ik* change<l and brought to the path of 
right conduct 1 Hexvan Lnowgi 

1 wa* poshing awav from mr mind as teMpir-er* 
the thoughta that came up cncli time tlie fimiiinr 
whiillc of the pngsmg rulwav train came Bcn*xi ttie 
pri on l*ar* But ta-da\ is 1 wan at my evening j Ta\rr 
the sweet mu*ic of the Mllspr \aynfvx)rrtm that rsnw 
from lotre lmpp\ home m the hnmtet^ l)ing nuf i ie the 
prison wail hrougiit with it «uch an /fresi tihfr rirsh » f 
happj rrcoliecttons thnl I could not h r long g^l tf m 
out The music of l);e4r pj/v^ to me niii) J 
to e'ery man and worn n m this hml a ^nxuA thsi 

bringioniubirkoworblnf ■wfeirccolUeti ms a mV's** 

of happy vouth of jn\ atwl hej*« f t < mjwif 
wan ter for a moment in this hij^iv dmmw«tn I 



C R’S 1920 JAIL LIFE 


57 


could not resist my tears Yet God lias not spared of 
Ins good things for me Love immeasurable has been 
my share from wife, family, friends and all But who 
can feel satisfied and say, it is enough ^ 

These thoughts rendei me weak All my strength 
18 needed for the battle, and I cannot afford to let my 
mmd wander thus into the garden of sweet flowers that 
yield only tears All that I shall say to my God is, if 
she 18 anywhere and is still subject to pleasure and pain, 
keep her happy and free fiom pain or sadness , and give 
me strength to endure and to perform my duties 

20-1-22 Friday It is a rare privilege to hve 
here m such strange company On one side, there 
are always some two or three men sentenced b}’’ revenge- 
ful Courts, or punished under the disciplinary jurisdic- 
tion of the Superintendent, and confined in solitary and 
dark cells A thick wooden door is drawn over the ordi- 
nary barred cell door to keep off light and air What is 
left IS the hole in the opposite wall and two tmy round 
holes in the roof leading into the curved tubing supposed 
to act as ventilators The warders are less cruel than 
the regulations, and often leave the wooden door undrawn 
when they do not expect the Superintendent to come 
and see I am placed in one of these rooms But the 
wooden door is not drawn Just now there is a young 
Mussalman lad of Ambur, sturdy, bright, and handsome, 
as made by God, and condemned to this kind of imprison- 
ment by man, for some outburst of animal spirits, 
some assault in company with friends, as he says, or it 
may be for a more serious deviation from the law, and he 
is now kept in a sohtary cell, locked in day and night, 
except for a few minutes to take in his food and water 
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thrlco A day and a heavy vrooden door is drawn across 
the Iron bars of his coll door and bolted so that Ood • 
light and air may not roach hitn. Luckily there U a 
hole On the other sfdo of the wall 0 mohes m height and 
a yard long which is not provided with any wooden or 
other shutter but is only barred Is ext Is a Moplah 
undergoing according to jail rules a month a solitary 
condnement in the course of bis ten rears sentence of 
bard labour for manslaughter He is not shut out from 
light by the wooden door but onlv locked fm 

On the other side boj*oml Sastnar s cell arc four 
jouog mom awaiting death at the gallows Kept In 
oloncst confinement under special guard daj and night 
these sturdy ^ouths who arc as cheerful as aoUiers In 
a ciantonmont always sitting close against the cell door 
for It is the nearest approach to (rcetlom and light nml 
doing nothing but counting the hours and the leilious 
daj-s keep sendiDg their routine petitions toOoremmrnt 
Tho\ wat^*h and sometimes Ibtlieie Jeerat me in natw 
rat jealously as I move about without a guartl rniojing 
cnropamtlve luxuries sueh ea going to the tap to bathe 
or wash my dish or bring water and pass In (ront 
of them a Brahmin — clean ami in white clothes 
as If to mock at their condition I rom behlwl tnv 
rrl! come the constant chatter an 1 monotonous jokrs 
With which Anoihrr ret of rondcmnr<l unfortunates 
pw their dais and nights awaiting t)je gilJ w* I 
have not seen their face far I siiaiild not stpdl be} imJ 
t/if$ bfock though the compoumi is the strrte lul tl It 
Tolcc their foul abo^c an \ ofi reiw'Me»{ attempts s* 
humour and IbHr ocradon*! praym t f d s{s-rmfio»i 
am) utterances ot Crsl a mme are a* famlfnr t » m** 
ft» the actlrltirs of fcl!rwtrn\nM of tb'* stmetHne 
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should be The most prosaic thing is the chatter of 
the warders keeping guard ovei the condemned men, 
and at nights it leaches an intolerable pitch If I 
complain, the chief wardei, I suppose, will punish them 
or at least piohibit them fiom making noise, not out of 
solicitude for my sleep, but because the sentr}'^ should not 
enjoy themselves by chatting But this would be 
only to make myself a hated object among these poor 
semi-starved fellows, who think they arc free men, but 
have practicall}’^ to live the same life as the prisoners 
over whom thej^ are supposed to keep guard 

Then, at dead of night, comes the convict night- 
watchman’s heavy tread (for his shoes are ill-fitting 
and heavy), and himself a piisoner, often for a long term, 
for murder or other heinous offence Watch after 
watch, he stands in front of my cell and throws the 
light of his lantern into it to see if I have escaped or 
am safe inside ' These convict waiders, convict over- 
seers and convict night-watchmen are a curious 
hierarchy worthy of study They are given white 
clothes reachmg to the ends of arms and legs, unlike those 
of ordinary prisoners, a leather-belt and a white head- 
gear The convict number instead of hangmg by a string 
round the neck on a shabby tin disk is engraved on a 
little brass shield pinned to the vest on the right chest 
and kept shinmg like a medal or other emblem of 
honour The higher ranks of this hierarchy go with a 
baton, the emblem of discipline and power The 
convict-warder gets his rice-food and, I understand, a 
rupee a month, which is banked for him without interest 
agamst his day of release That is his pay for his work 
They get remission of 4 to 8 days in the month Almost 
all the most arduous and responsible work, mcludmg 



Buponision over prisoner* vork and watch at night* 
1 * got out of these convict ofTiciala and thev arc 
ofHcfcnt according to the ideal* of fho Prison Code for 
any dt obedience importmcnco dollnqucnov default 
or displeasure mean* Butnmnrj removal from the convict 
hierarchy and degradation to the statu* of eonrlot pnso 
ner over whom ho a little while exercised tvrannle 
discipline Thl* foil la to rauoh dreaded that the convict 
warder is prepared to do anything to avoid It Hence the 
ofllclcnev This la the slave sMtcm made self support 
Ing even in the matter of tupcrvuion 

Sostnar * dj senterv is not better and he is just gone 
to hospital 

TliO promt cd huttcrcamo Truly the niggirdline** 
of the doles here enhances the value of things I leamt 
here how to take the butter off and deal with it ro that 
not n pin s head {for ft would Ik* quite a decent 
fraction of the whole) mvv not l>c left unconsumwl 

Had a fifth injection of the vaccine for boil I 
understand It is the maximum doscttMHv 

Spinning Ihd a little of Focrales and ilsmava 
Ham 1 indlng of Siia awl her (rial* 

In the evenltip the Jad clerk ! rought me the 
et|)oclctl letter from home Nornrlmurr from Uxn^tu n 
from the girls but Krishmstvnmi awl Nans in hxni awl 
mv brother write It t ju t the nme as will, the sugir 
and the butter The pnvAti m in resj^ect of fetter has 
serxM to enhance the njipetilr 1 If 111 m an I I <te»r<! 
and ronsumcsl everv wonl on I bne of tU- I tier 
TnUy I liweibn tme m^th in Jsll In tlm 
value* »Jw) Ibe prl in is n j the time asoutif I 
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21 — 1 — 22 Saturday The injection gave a kind 
of heavjf head yesteiday but its main efTect seems to be 
felt this evening Feel very weak and unable to do any- 
thing 

22— 1—22 Sunday The conjee in the evening 
IS a regular battle with the flies With these flies and 
the radish leaf and unbroken dal kolambu e\ery day, no 
wonder there is a lot of dysenteiy and persistent 
stomach disease in the Jail, the foimei carrying the 
infection, and the latter keeping the bowels initated 
If once these flies have a taste of youi dish, they get 
reallj' mad over it and will not go whatever 3 '^ou may 
.do Theie is much that can be oliserved iii the Vellore 
Jail and usefully lecoided about these insects , the 
hours of then activity, their migiations, then temper 
under changing conditions and the natuie of their 
hungei and thirst 

Read some of the most beautiful paibs of Sundara- 
kandam yesterday The affection which Sita has for 
biave, faithful, self less Lakshmana.is so beautifully con- 
ceived and expressed It is a delicate mixture of love 
and reverence and maternal affection, the full beauty of 
which no one but a Hmdu poet can conceive and 
delineate, and no one but a Hindu Giahasta can fully 
understand. 

Had a clean Brahmin shave The baibei was an 
old man, quite a chaiacter He hails from Tirupattur 
Was convicted by a jury of the Salem Sessions Court 
on a false charge and given five years Again, after a long 
interval, sent by the Chittoor Sessions Court on another 
false charge for another five years “ 0, why have these 
Ayyamars (Brahmin sub-inspectois of pohee) become so 
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bad and godless t When will thc^ policemen bo 
abolished altogether ? I said The cases against you 
were all false but aomo real thieves and robbers there 
ore certainly And the poboo are necessary to protect 
people against them 

\es vea there aro thieves no doubt Thank God 
and jour grace I have propertj and lands and cattle 
Bfy harvest was once sfofcn bv thfoves. Pbhoemen 
there ma^ bo but thov should bo honest 

^^^ly dkl the Sub Inspector bring a false charge 
against you I asked 

Ho asked me for the milch cow I had. T told him I 
would give roVBolf or my *nn to him ns a slave but this 
was a calf bom and brought up in m\ hou e and I could 
not give it awaj for ray life and ho kept (he grudge 
and got rao In when there was a roblKirj somewhere 
hat la j our term ^ ot to he done T 

I have eight months more and three wars pi Her 
eurwllance 

So you have to bnbe the policemen for three 
jears to keep out of jail ngiln 

No \rh\ should r brilKj them f I won ( I^rt 
the beggxrs watch me 1 am not gnlag to ste\l shc*'p 
or roh 1 have lands and house and properly by the 
grace of Cod I havi a m to a»k the f olle^ti r to 
give me a boi k wherein to take tlie |»oticetnan s si 
nature ao that thev m n t chcit me 

Hr was not a ha I harl>^ an 1 wat | rou f of hh 
running too Uln are such Mahatma* like 

a-ou to do t pa« h re m Ihti flarr m ant f ‘T lll'^ars 
fludfoUrtrl Wtm t tl >1 h Ip ua t I bare *(^0* 
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t<'n \<nr '5 of nn hfo tn pn^<ln. ,‘>ir nn«l I aiu »unv 

JJl jiK'lltlli 

' 111 ' »<M in «n lung’ll' '1 in\ lu ol nllnr in n hurr\ 
f-iAinr In- Inl lun <4 jiidjdo to aitfnd l^i in the 
litrhcn It V. j- in 1 1 ^ 'r\ In - lunihl ntti nd t<i the nn’U 
in tlio Ivitoln u for, i* n tin r<* he eniiiil 1m ;; .nid pet mine 
nior<‘ f<« ' li'*- innif'er 

'i hf' inornmr nn \>eii!ir u '■> 1 ihen It um ^'S lln 
It w i*- I«n on ent) V h He- m oiu- inon'ii n not 'iinplipihle 
derr< 'rite Snh ^i‘>< int Sni, eon iooheil rather pu/- 
7]cdnn'lMi\ uinMlInn^'h in 'de the i nlr\ on nn Inhet 

On* mint .ulnnr< thehiannrr of tin < Inef w uder, 
Sinnh 'Nfidir ^ ihil» loin j.iiio\,irfl< i 'iml jirnonei, 
hotu \ t r t1u*\ inn ^ll^Ilh' him, Ii'n i Imh some feirof 
him In fnt t, lie seenn to he tin oni\ I'llieient man in 
the j ui 'I'in* olln r <lav In* *• n\ mc'^uiepnn C(.I1 nnrl 
In Mid, “ U hj do \oii do tins ? Whete n Xann nm- 
piimi (i coinitt \\ del man and man of all work m tins 
hlock) ^ He will do it for von ’’ I spoke the inmil 
thmpB ahont dipnilv of lahour and the pieat eonveni- 
ence of know inp to hf Ip oneself Ife agreed and said, 
“ Whv, I know and do cverv household -work, cooking, 
sweeping etc’’ This, of course, convinced me (hat 
even great men ought to do these things He gels a 
salary of Rs 4 j a month and does not seem to liawo had 
much education But his bearing is tliat of a Ingli official 
m an Indian State 

23 — I — 22 Monday Tlic Ro 3 'al Visit So, 
roused from bed at 5 A M You keep all youi things out 
in the v^crandah and stand below for His Majesty to 
pass along and inspect his subjects and all then belong- 



£ng« This gives an opportunitv for the cell to be 
cleaned up thoroughly so far as I nm concemc<l Ilia 
Majcitj IS nc'^mpamed by Dr Little and bj the Jailor 
and the Deputy Jailor The Deputy Jailor will l)o 
Jailor during the former s absence on leave for a month 
and the new Deputj Jailor a short Brahmana n 
tjpicnl Government servant who has come from some 
other jail alw formetl port of the roial suite Are 
vou all right * FnirK well Thank vou * No more 
boils 1 No What alwut the other thing? Dr 

Little helped IIis ilajcsts bv adding Asthma \C3 

it is there but mild \re you taking medicine for it 
or do you manage without it? No I don t take 
medicine I depend simjih on rcjpilation of diet \es 
it la better not to take medicine for It 1 cnqulrwl if 
it was his instniction to lock me uji dn\ and night In 
the aoIitar\ cell ju^t like pn*oncrs under ipeei il punUh 
ment He einjulrcd nl>out the hours and Mid it 
liM intention that we ■hould Ik* alloHerl to f^e out for 
u hours in the day to s nml IM 3t> to In the mimifng 
and ipnin 4 3i) to 0 in the ritning TliN means al»oul an 
liour ainl a half f )r rich meal and for the Dtrine and 
the rmshing of plates and w ishtng nn 1 df\ing of tnnrli 
nndilothes ninng of Ih 1 storing of water leaning np 
of cell etc 1 told him that it was then ranch tlinsrnir 
as the c'pe of the sj>r Id p ini htnent prl<otirr< Hr 
an vicrnl N thr\ arc suj p*r*ed to m mr i r f th" 
— whatrvir ll t might inrjn 
The I rirtiir 1 kt r| It u the ct n b innr<t | rtn nri> tn 
aolitirv crllithrwlj Ir I \ witlout work « r t rir^ll « 
or an' moral or s) iTAiial Tnini \ia\i n i* an > 'A " tvtw 
The' mnun thVi^ I r ►. me n nil ^ se irtifclr 
jw’tuion t lit u| in lie I ud f if t ( vrmn nt 
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Local and Central They soon lose the chastening effect 
felt on hearing the judicial sentence pionounced, and 
are left to their own brutal instincts The warders do 
not pay any attention to them except to see that they 
do not escape I have e\ ery reason to think that some 
of them get into horrible ways The language I hear 
from the block behind my cell, where one of the pri- 
soners appears to be a masterful gallant, always keeping 
up a conversation with his fellow unfortunates in the 
other cells in the block, leaves me no doubt in the matter 

I do not see why they should not be made to do 
some work in the open an during the pendency of 
their appeals and petitions The work may be 
light, if there is any compunction about giving 
hard labour to a condemned man It cannot be said 
that it 18 too difficult or risky to let them have the free- 
dom necessary for work, because the risk is taken with 
the same men when once then sentence is commuted to 
transportation for life or imprisonment for twenty years 

Wrote some letters to be sent home I imagine 
that the vagabond railway tiain whistles as it passes 
the jail wall to mock in a good humoured way at my 
prison bars I suppose there is a level-crossing near by 

Four non.co-operators have arrived, one with 
simple imprisonment but with bar-fetters, transferred 
from Bellaiy, and three others, of whom Maharajagada 
Ramakrishnayya is one They have been placed in the 
close prison, called here “ Pedda Ganji Office ”, a big 
block of single cells The officials seem to have made 
up then minds to isolate me from every one 

Abdul Wahab of Tirupattur is heie, as I see from a 
petition in which some one has asked for an interview 

* 5 


an 
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with him The petition waa brought for in VMtigAtJon to 
this block by miatake 

24 — 1—22 Tueatbi} Ivon pajmont of taxe» f« 
going on In Guntur District I hoar in South Cnnaro 
also Dlsobcdionco is going on in a alow wn\ in Tamil 
Nadn The Jlodorates I hear have met in confcrcnco 
and inoreued their demandi How lazily these Mode 
retes follow the tmek 1 The blood and aacriSco that 
goes before them cuts o deep rut along which they 
cannot but be dragged 

The Superintendent seems bent on taking mo into 
hospital ftgaim M hj I cannot see I mutt make it 
clear to him that it U only aa n puoiihracnt I go to 
that place to sleep omong the bogs ami chimlicr pots 
If ho it anxious about my loss of weight I can take 
the evening temperature for him better than the convict 
attender or the compounder ond at least as well as hU 
Sub-Assutant Surgeon 

Strolled upanddoan In the open till rrgutaimn 
time 8 am and ajion till 8-45 a m 

Unlahed my monthU letter to rrcrjl^rvly He arr 
allowed one letter a month onlv ‘'O wc mske rAch 
letter praetiraUv a butlt,Tt oi Irltrn addre*^ 1 to msn) 
pertont ami aend It to the ofllee Iinlshrd Suittlsra 
kandam Hlial o l*eauttiul book' I remcmlH-r my 
father telling me that people make j srsysnsmof SumlsfA 
kandam when they pray for the turces if anr enter 
pn*e \U!I our Sita frniml in the \*oksGjnfenf 

1 have just wnlten to Dr Il»lAn thst tie hfe* 
that much m »nev liss Ivern entrn*i«l f ‘C ‘'w* leei *» -ft 
to District bectetvfi « atvf th^t <f 
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everything may fall into confusion and be lost, is a dange- 
rous idea Bloney is a good thmg, but often it becomes a 
clog in the wheel We may save the money and lose our 
enterprise ' No, no, the die is cast and we must go on 

We all ought to know that Swaraj will not at once 
or, I think, even for a long time to come, be better 
government or greater happiness for the people Elec- 
tions and their corruptions, mjustice, and the power and 
tyranny of wealth, and inefficiency of administration, 
will make a hell of life as soon as freedom is given to us 
Men will look regretfully back to the old regime of 
comparative justice, and efficient, peaceful, moie or less 
honest administration. The only thing gamed will be 
that as a race we will be saved from dishonour and 
subordmation Hope lies only in universal education 
by which right conduct, fear of god, and love, will be 
developed among the citizens from childhood It is 
only if we succeed in this that Swaraj will mean happi- 
ness Otherwise it will mean the grinding injustices 
and tyranny of wealth What a beautiful world it would 
be, if everybody were just and God-fearmg and realised 
the happiness of loving others • Yet, there is more 
practical hope for the ultimate consummation of this 
ideal m India than elsewhere 

To-day’s joke is an mvitation caid from the Central 
College Day Committee for the 28th January It was 
very kind and nice on somebody’s part to have sent me 
the card duly addressed to the Vellore Jail in the first 
instance, ^ e , knowmg that I was a convicted prisoner 

25 — 1 — 22 Wednesday Nidhan Singh, the Sikh 
prisoner who has undertaken the baking of chappaties for 
all the Sikhs, and Shaik Mahomed, Congress workei 
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from Cuddapah who doe«thoohappatio8for2Iirt»alm«n*, 
have been sont to this block on account of mwwles and 
small pox in their block ^idhan Smgh coughs badl^ 
but won t take hospital medlcmo They are roused nt 
four in the morning and lot out to go to tho kitchen I 
hare not seen more cheor/ui cooks in aJl ray Jong troubles 
with cooks of all sorts Brahmins scorn to bo born cooks 
but unliko other bom nrtiits thoy scorn bom to be 
wioked ot their work 

Have not scon a more worthless or a more hhoUc 
oUntterboT than tho warder now In charge of this 
block during Perumal s tompomrj ongageraent in the 
kitchen Perumal of course likes to bo warder in the 
kitchen which is the Garden of l:^cn in the jail 

Spinning and transistion of Socrates Defence The 
OoUector of Income Tax is stiii punulng me He hss 
sent n form in which to fill up K>urees of inconn ! 

U is a fine art in cniclt\ to innkr the gangs of 
prisoners work in ti»o jail gardens and pnxluc nil kind* 
of nice \cgctnblcs but give them tntnatinil sf»up In 
which float onlv fibrous bits of stalk nii<I h ives of 
radish nil the jear rouml What hajujcns to llie nihrr 
things that ore groan « hether thev ore lost m the sv le 
matir roblierv of oflicials or sold for m Kiev to eontr^efor* 
and high oflictsl-* f esnnot te/J There i a prarticr h m 
of pulling whole grain dhaJl inst» id of if e w iisJ 
husked »nr! rteane^l dlidl for tin soup or i 

It opiK'ir it i^ rlitmnl ti l»e ^ k t f r the pn^rn t* 

health but the men th in "Ive* eomjldii ihvt It h 

wonK* thin hiKren I f fmr if *• prartl I i sfi‘-'n 

out of a drnre fir eroni mv m I t > mul * tt 1 1 
ongioil hi ts of lot ti hx^i tif 
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The Supcrmtcnrlcnl s calculalioii that we have five 
hour'; outside the cells d.u]\ is quite wrong j\Iost of 
tile tiino during (he Oirce breaks is taken up by (ho 
eating and wa-^hing of dishes Keeping (he cell dooi 
unlocked is bv itself not moie than satisfaction to 
the soul, it cannot bung in more ficsh an into the 
lungs or gi\ c play to (he muscles, unless one is given 
time to mo\ c about To-dny I found that mv toast 
and milk and the battle with (ho flies take just a few' 
minutes ic'=s tiian an hour and then tlicrc aic the plates 
to wash and (lie cell to be immediately cleaned, 
otherwise more vermin to Keep yon company 

26 — 1 — 22 Thnrsdaj stomach has gone 

from one extreme to (he other now Instead of con- 
stipation, I have loose motions and Imvc to get np 
during nights To appeal to the doctor means probably 
change of diet and probably' going into hospital So let 
me give a trial to nature yet 

Spinning more than before 

The Superintendent with his two Sub-Assistant Sur- 
geons called at my cell to day and enquired about my 
health He wais concerned about my loose motions, 
and told the Sub-Assistant to give me a small dose of 
bismuth He also oideied raw tomatoes to be given 
me He told me to make tomato-sandwiches with biead 
and butter, with a gusto which suggested that it is a 
great delicacy with them Dining the talk with the 
Superintendent, the Sub Assistant gave a beautiful story 
which I wish had been true, that I geneially suffer from 
constipation, but that once in two or three days there 
18 wash out with loose motions This had, of course, to 
be contradicted by me The young man is so eager to 



pleate his boss The Superintendent hat become very 
luce and has changed from hta original royal reticence 
to active benevolence keeping of course enough of the 
bnreanoratio feeling to save the ayttoin from degener 
ating into common humamty 

The amuilng part of the interview wnt the pereUtent 
manner in which the httle doctor went on interpreting 
in an explanatory wa> in Tamil whnt the big doctor 
wna telhng me in Engliih quite forgetting I tuppoeo 
that 1 could underiUnd Fnglish 

I cannot got the fUea out of the neighbourhood of 
my perron or my mind Flic* and anta arc two frienda 
dating back to the memory of cnrilent chlhlhood 
Indeed I can t uce one of theao poor Htllo thing* without 
thinking of my mother as she wna when I wa* a chihl 
I remember the pleaied wonderment with which I 
obeerved the wnji and manners of theio httle friends of 
my childhood for a penod after which memory is 
blank for many a year The ants noon l>ecaiae 
objects of slight hatred and anger when (hey Ifcgan to 
bile •oraotimee^ and roroetlmra cnptnrrtl mv awert* 
and wonld not abandon tlielr prize even on tlrlrcllon 
Not to the flj It was a little fncwl which chimed tnv 
childiiood a unallovwl affection till much hter the 
•cientista came and prrjg heed mv min<l ai dmdfallr 
against it What a I^'Tiitiful doctrine (calcul»tc<l to 
bnng alxmtunlTrrul ^hsnt^) of tr»n migration which 
mv mother taught me as alrwl tile truth tilt al-out the 
time when she ilt«l W ilh her this troth tint she gsvr 
me aUo dinl and doubt athebm and ansrtJ v tntA 
(tsplaetj If ^-ooog men rouhl l*e- m»de foJ>eJ/r>r inlhU 
doctrine inAlngof it a live truth not a tbeorr I >r mef** 
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disputation, how much less hatred and cruelty there 
could be than there is now 

Somehow my poor mother haunts my mind and 
sweetens my thoughts to-day She could not imagine 
that her fond child, her pnde and hope, would be in 
a common gaol, imprisoned and locked up under a 9 ft 
arch I can fancy to myself all the pleasures of explai- 
mng to her the necessity and the beauty of this retire- 
ment and this struggle Yet another soul there was 
who has now passed away from this earth, from whose 
mind too the idea was farthest, that I should ever 
be m prisons, a fate from which, to her delight and pride, 
I had saved so many of my chents 

These idle thoughts I occupied myself with, while 
getting over the hard breathing that worried me these 
days in the afternoons too, after my bath Though the 
nights are free, I see that my constitution has become 
weak and has not been able to throw off the asthma — 
the least exertion brings it on in daytime 

N K. Vijiaraghavan has become the dihgent consul 
on behalf of all of us jail birds He has just sent a nice 
tin box with all shaving tackle I see he is sending a 
bottle of cocoanut oil for the Zamindar 

The Jailor who has gone on leave has mislaid the 
telegram I sent, and the note for cloves and other things 
which T wanted bought for me 

How beautiful are the verses sung by Pattanattu 
Pillaiar over his mothei’s body > The sudden outburst of 
affection in the midst of the stem ascetism of this 
great man is remarkably beautiful , and the simplicity of 
his wail goes to the bottom of human nature The 
beauty of Pattanattu Pillaiar’s poetry is the simplicity 
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'Which I had enclosed lottcw to Dr Rajan and Jlahat 
maji and to Papa and Lolubmi at lUngoon, 

But for my atomoch being in bad condition I 
don t think a prince could enjoy a better brcakfaat 
than the one I am given an 8 ot lortf of bread iHced by 
myielf and nicely toasted 1 oz of good frtah batter a 
few fresh toroatoca and a pint of mllV and with a cup of 
■water beoted over rav candle The meal J# a right 
royal ono which ahoold keep my bodv quite contented 
and make mo fat in a short lime The raw tomotoes 
aro enough to make mo long to come back to the VelloTc 
jail oven after I nm relenied 

29^1—22 Sunday Notice for the rvccutlve 
Committee meeting of the Tamil Pro\lncUl Congrrw 
Committee has been sent to me and *h\strlar They 
meet at Pantulu Iyer a bou« at KumbaVonam on 3l»l 
irutant The anbjrcta ahow a humdrum routine and no 
cavalry progreaa Rut f suppow nothing iK-tter can t e 
demo w\lK a people wbo^ dailv concerns ai^l ansiellr* 
ate all nl>sorbing and to whom the country ru'^fcU eon 
notes spaco for family aetJvitie* 

Was irrlghe<l again this morning PH n»s without 
ro\ nppor cloth and TO lbs with it i c no fhsn'*i" 
from the Ivit wcighment Ilrratf afvl I utter and toms 
toes iw*ems now m l>*^ given to msnv of o^ir friwl* The 
one thing we want is cunl or goo<\ iMittermllk to wUPh 
we liave goi ukiJ ail ibrougb life Our slnmscl • ret»^l now 
agaiiift Die privation arvJ get fnritstnj wjth other diM 

Stt -* Aftsrs / V J*rs tt l -s Ji j f i «o »s» if 
I f^9n »» uV »>■ I rs« Tts t t w f » i »•? * t I 
tefsts^r sr tsiut f fr*Tnsfr 
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My breakfast (bread, butter, tomatoes and milk) 
takes full one bour, the eating alone, 12 to 1 p m It is 
easy to gulp down rice and curry but to get through 
tough dry toast (which I am asked to take cold) is a slow 
and tedious business However, if one does not mind 
the time, there can be no complaint that it is not a full 
breakfast 

Finished ‘ Illarayiyal ’ in Kurcd 

Did Socrates to-day My loose motions have not 
stopped The Sub-Assistant Surgeon forgot to send 
the powders for my stomach both yesterday and to- 
day 

30 — 1 — 22 Worse last night. The Sub-Assistant 
Surgeon came at about ten in the night and brought the 
powder He does not know that arrowroot conjee is a 
good astringent diet for loose bowels One of my neigh- 
bours was executed early this morning, — a sturdy young 
fellow 

I happened to be in the Jailor’s ofl&ce this morning 
to sign a receipt for some purchases made for me out of 
my money I found him in a state of fury, storming and 
fuming agamst two non-co-operators who complamed 
about the conduct of a convict warder who had pushed 
down and injured an old man, a fellow prisoner (not a 
non-co-operator) “ Who are you to interfere in these 
matters “Put him in the distant cell and teach 
him .a sound lesson ” “ They were quiet for some 

days, they are up again ” and so on, he was ejaculating 
from his chair The two non-co-operators thus address- 
ed were m the verandah Then the Jailor went out and, 
before my eyes and in the presence of numerous people, 
Without provocation and in a barbarous manner, began 
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Iwatfng 6abba Rso and dfd not want the iwauft to 
reach the ears of the Sapennfondont Hi« appeal for 
my intcrferoneo wab thcreforo from fntcrefted motfrca 
Bat the prestigo of the Jnd Offimal wa* thoroughly 
thaken by the incident and ray pottlemenl of tho itriko 
in the close prison was evidently taken by the wliole 
Jail as a triumph for Swadesi fewadost both 
adjectlro and noun is a terra applied b% tho ordinary 
prisoner to all non-co-operation prisoners 

do great fnfary to the raoioraent and impede 
fta progTCfs by doing anything which will raako the 
world imagine that pneon li/o /a hard B e hare gone in 
hr A great cause on which wo should ctraerafrate our 
though ta and effort* and not fritter them aw*j in the 
reforra of Jail administration and tho purification of 
jmbordinale oJTldals By our struggling over these 
matters wo dircrt the nttcntlon of tho general public 
also into the minor channels during n criUcal period 
in the moveroenk Again we give s-ilisiftellon to thow* 
who treat us cruelly ba exhibiting mpfoms i f pain 
How raanv hundreds of coraraon pnsoners ffatlcntlr 
bear the rime treatment a* »s acconlwl i/> o* if not 
worse 1 Maj we who cbim to be l>eUrr than these 
prisoner* show eomparatite weikne^it llatticr sfimtl t 
we prove we hs\e greater strength to I'eir I «r;»«gtul | 
had an opportunltr to go to the clow j rison where I saw 
quite a crowd of fine joung nmi-ctk^peMlnr* in tuflmg 
one from lielbr> unJergoing iiniple lm|riAfmroent tut 
having l>ar fetter* Utlrti) Ir got freraf fr rn, r/*- 
fettert along wttb the other* wtel iH-ctrae the (•ee 

severing and best sjrtfirt^r m the J-ul lie hi J l-een a 
jnil wanlrr hfm*elf |■eforr h-* l.e^,mea t -n r^io;e-fstrr 
J 00 ler>Und ihit all llr | rn’rfjer* ufvl f ^rti ftc- v u* 
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inipneonment in the close jinson nrenindo to carry their 
night pots (chatties without lids) from their cells every 
morning to the opposite corner of the jail grounds, a 
distance of about a furlong The}’ have to do this mostly 
in a hurry and it is a feat to carry the pots all the waj^ 
Mithoiit spilling the contents ovei themselves Further, 
they have no facilities for bathing The earrying of 
night soil IB generally' felt to be work of a degrading 
nature and to make high-cnste political prisoners do it 
is a form of cruelty, which, if deliberate!}^ intended, 
has a finesse worthy of admiration It is impossible to 
see what grounds there eaii be for putting so many of 
the political prisoners in the close prison and subjecting 
them to this, as if it is a discipline specially ordered for 
that place The close prison is intended for the dangerous 
or recalcitrant convicts of the worst t 3 'pe Apparently, 
the jail officials place the political prisoners, some of 
them even simple term men, in that category, not 
because they are a danger to Government, but because 
they try to expose the corruptions and cruelties of jail 
administration 

31 — I — 22 Tuesday Barrister Lakshminarayana 
and Narasimhacbariar were observed carrying urine 
pots along the road in front of our cells They are not 
in the close prison but are in block I, and are under- 
going simple terms They appear to have taken to 
carrying their pots as a protest against the insult and 
inconvenience deliberately imposed on the friends in 
the close prison 

The Superintendent appears to have spoken very 
harshly to Mr Choudhuri, whose health was very bad, 
when he complained that no adequate attention was 
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boing paid to it Ho said Tlio romedv ii in your o»n 
hands Yon can gii:o leouriU nml go ^\c don t mind 
if you loose weight or dio in jail This wos the sub 
stance of what as reported to mo had been said b\ the 
Suponntondont This might not bo cI\ilization or 
humanity but it Is the natural attitude of enemies at 
thoir wits end and wo should not bo worried orcr U 
The fact is that the distinction between political pri 
sonors and moral degenerates is a dUtincllon not under 
stood b^ the Indian bureaucracy and much Iwi by the 
Indian jail ofDclals Tho Jail Code knows no such 
di tmotions Spooial instructions arc elastic and \arr 
with the temper of tho officials Issuing them and the 
agents nctunlU earning them out There Is some 
vaguo sense of dlstinctun in the c use of simple term 
men but the finest among us nil are perhaps tlmse 
undergoing rigorous imprtsonment UJirtlicr it Is • 
simple or ngorous term In mans rjsi^s depends onl\ on 
the whim and fanes of the particular magistrate Those 
unilcrgomg rigorous impn nnment are not ordlunrils 
lookesl upon as jx litical prisoners at all 1 a Ihr jsil 
officials Tlic pohticil chiricter of tlm j ri^mer is 
ireognisnl onlv as an nd Iitional sm and not as marklnK 
out tho absence of monl deprnaita 
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I once heard a missionary talking of the need for the 
poor scavenger to get over the smell and offence of his 
profession by taking a drink All this is bosh I see 
here scavengers, doing their work beautifully, and m 
perfect condition of body and nerves, without any 
hquor to console them The whole case of those who 
plead for moderate drmk as opposed to prohibition can 
be exploded by showing them the conditions obtaming 
in Goiernment jails Jail discipline is a triumphant 
proof on behalf of prohibition as well as of vegetarianism 
Subba Rao came to my cell this morning to tell me 
that the Jailor was really repentent and requested me 
to see that the assault on him did not reach the press 
It is a wonderful sight to see him thus sincerely labour- 
ing to save the man who assaulted and insulted him in 
public He says, and I quite believe it, that Provid- 
ence brought about the incident so that it may change 
the Jailor’s heart How beautiful is the path of 
chanty and love, when once we gather wisdom and 
strength to walk on it, rejectmg the temptations of 
the path of anger and of what passes for manhness and 
sternness i 


1 — 2 — 22 Wednesday Three others of oui friends 
from Block 1 took their turn at the night pots to-day 
I saw them bravely marching along the road in front of 
my block with the big chatties on their shoulders 
Their pots are big, being the general-ward pots and not 
the small ones kept in single cells 

1 understand this voluntary act on the part of the 
simple-term non-co-operators of Ist block was taken to 
the notice of the Prison King, and he said, “Let them 
take it, don’t prevent them ” So, he pi eposes to allow 
6 
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them to go on Ibu# and doe* not mean to alter fbo 
oonditioM prevailing ui Iho cloao prison where the 
ngorons term men are confined 

I thought long aa to whv this Satvngrnba on the 
part of jUfr LnItflhmmarnjTina and othon create<I anger 
and ecU will in the opposite part} and not that cfleet 
which Sat>ngraha muiit immediately produce vMter 
•ometimo I was more than over contlnced by this 
apparent failnro that the law of lovo and §01101105 
cannot bo wrong o often make erronj In our expen 
ments \\ e might aa well think that a lulloon going 
op in the air dtsprore* the law of gro\ Uv There must 
be some admixture of anger or other impuritN in this 
othcrwiBC brave act of Mr X>ak»hniinam\nn« and hh 
friends which producctl anger ami bnilallt\ on the 
part of the man from whom It was intemlnl to ooke 
compunction The purest dcterniinalum an*! frmlom 
from nil itnin of anger on onr part m n cv try t 
prcslucr the beautiful efferts of snfT nok «ml f or The 
human soul is a delicate mrchinlsm and Its workin s 
are ns perfect and arcurate as those of *n\ rlrctncil 
machine However if our frirmls jicr«t i In ahat 
tbe\ ha\e Iwgun in a fit of angrv ilctrrmmsli n 
ihed ling the illrt of nnprer ss they go on ah I di in It 
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sistniicc, but onl} nnolhci form of the old method of 
agdnlion It mn> succeed in putting tlie cmI down or 
it ma^ not — mIiicIi depends on tlic comparative strength 
of the forces on eitlic* side, and not on the comparative 
strengtli of good and evil Tlicsc obscnations of mine, 
I hope, do not mislead aiij' one to think that I do not 
appreciate the bra^ely of the self-imposed sutTering 
undertaken bj Lakshminara 3 ana and other friends On 
the ‘other hand. I visli so much, that all oui people had 
been as sensitive to injustice and wrong and as coura- 
geous in suffering as these friends If this had been our 
foitune our strength would have ended in victory 
long ago 

The un-official Jail Ga 7 etle brings news of a meet- 
ing dispel sed b^’^ shooting somewhere in Guntur District 
Six persons killed and thirty injured. 

How sweet is the whistle of the tram ever^' night 
after lock up' Perhaps it is so, because it is the onlv 
voice from the outside world that directly reaches my 
cell 

This morning the music of pipes woke me up with 
a sweet Udayaragam There is a wedding in the Jailoi’s 
house One won’t believe it, but my time in the jail is 
quite full and I am as busy and pressed for time, as I 
was outside The fact is that my health is so poor that 
I am easilj' fat'gued and need a great deal more sleep 
and rest than others, and consequently can turn out but 
little work Here are samples of my occupation on two 
days 

Rose at 6-30 a m Prayer Made up my bed 
Cleaned m 3 ' teeth, strolled in the open, morning food, 
cleaned spittoon, cell flooi, brought watei and sat down 
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to Bprin at 7 20 a ji Spinning till 8-40 a w Read 
Pattanatta Pdlalnr for an hour nnd did Soerntt^ for forty 
mmutea. ^\aibcdn1v hand* and fetJt nml had m\ 
meal At 11-30 aat denm spinning till 12-43 olowt and 
rest till 1 r ir Hobinfon Crwjcr till 2 30 Spinning 
till 3-45 Path put up olotlitu to dQ Shave and 
evening meal atG-lOr n \^alhe<l dishes clovt got 
in the clothes and wafer and made h\ he<I 0.30 e u 
Praters till 7 r u Read Kutxil and RlWc ami retired 
at 8 15 r M 

Another rls} Prover cleaned teeth Morning 
food stroll olennerl spUtoon and brought onter " 10 
A M Spinning till 8 30 Wrote n petition for a con 
flemnrd prlioner till 10 a « Pottnnatlu I dlilar till 
11 am Breakfast wn»he<l di hes etr ami rest till 
12-45 n M Socrates till 2 lO r M Ih \tv and spinning 
till 3-45 r u and went for l«th Took up Ivf^n os 
Crsanr st 4 2ti at 4-4 j p u evening me il arvi waihril 
dishes cleaned up floor and sat out In the oiten till rt p u 
1 rayer Aural Bible anil rsttanattu Ihlhlar Retlfci! 

8 45 PM 
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pots of the close prison Meanwhile, Mahomed Hussain 
and three others earned the pots of the 1st Block this 
morning So they are keeping it up well 

Like the Central College Day Committee, the Direc- 
tors of the Indian Bank had the courtesy (not unmixed 
with humour, peihaps) of inviting me to a function of 
theirs on 4th February, addressing the card care of the 
Jail Superintendent Sir P Tyagaraya Chettiar is 
unveiling a portrait of a founder of the Bank (M Adi- 
narayanayya) and opening an ‘ Economics Library ’ 

Took up Robinson CruscB again after a long while 
What a beautiful book' It seems a number of politicals, 
about ten, have come in to-day. 

3—2—22 Friday Drafted a petition for a con- 
demned pnsoner, who was defended unsuccessfully by 
my jumor when at the bar, Mr K Narasimha Iyengar 
The jail office should draft and send this petition, but I 
thought I could amuse myself with the work 

As I am engaged in spinning, the thought stnkes me 
that perhaps many friends, if they saw me, would wonder 
how I could thus waste my time over work which girls 
and illiterate persons may well do, but ivhich surely is 
not meant foi men with brains and a high degree of 
education There are so many books I have not read 
If I kept reading them, no one would accuse me of mis- 
spending my time Howevei, when one seriously con- 
siders the matter, one must come to this conclusion, 
that at a time of life when you know for certain that 
additional learning wiU only make you die more learned, 

' and not enable you to do anything further useful to man- 
kind, or to correct your character in any manner, it is 
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mere lelf indulgence and folly to bo rending InmdU* if 
you can spend the time othonviso in producing or 
doing aomcthing uaefol to man Under the circuin 
Btance* helping to produce a yard of cloth or n handful 
of food IS a much more mciitoriouB and projKjr though 
ilhternlo act than merelv to acquire knowledge which 
von know will bo iterilo and pass nwnv with you in 
amoko ond duit when jou lay your account ilnwn 
Those who rend or con\ er»^ or think in order to predure 
something now and leave it to mankind for what It Is 
worth have good roaron so to »pend their time Hut 
why should I who cannot compose an} song poem or 
book or otherwise add to the world s stork of knowIcMlge 
or mental or momi wealth keep rending ami rradmg 
for oyer sitnpl} becaiiHc it Is the habit of the rdnentr 1 
class when I can spm some ^am and atld to the elotli 
produced in our countrj "Mental eterci^e^ ought to 
be intended for the development of one s soul sihith we 
believe to1)e immortal and in perfeei which we ^hnul I 
oIwn^•seIert ourreUcs nr for adding to the norll « 
vtock of knowlc^lpe tdherwl r the\ are mete »<-l( in lul 
pence hkc o\ercatinp or drinking 
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4—2 — 22 Saturdny Ncms llmt the close piison 
noiuco opcratois have stopped taking their urine pots, 
and ha\ e been summoned to the Tower (This is the name 
for the Piison Kings palace, a three stoned building in 
the centre of the Jail grounds) Men arc acting ivithout 
lender or jiohcy This is a pity On one side, the 1st 
Block fncmls who arc not asked to cniry the pots are 
carrying them for Sat\ ngrahn , on the other hand, the 
close piison people, foi w hose sake this Satygraha w'as 
taken up, are acting in a contrary manner 

M^ cough i*' persisting and gives me sleepless 
nights I fear I must give up the tomatoes and allow' 
my stomach to take care of itself, and save my lungs 
and my sleep 

Poor Kidhan Singh, the indefatigable, decoious, 
brave, and patriotic Sikh prisoner, wdio makes chappatis 
for all his people, has been coughing badly and has 
finally gone to hospital 

A few' minutes after I wTote this, the Jailor (w'ho, 
by the w'ay, is in uniform and bus}' in the jail in spite of 
the wedding in his house) came to me in the cell and 
complained about the close prison people having struck 
in respect of the urine pots He told me all kinds of 
things, which, being mixed up with a gieat many varia- 
tions from truth, were unintelligible to me He said that 
some of the ringleaders W'ere going to be flogged, and some 
put dowm for heavy work, such as ragi grinding and work 
mg the water-pump and the oil-press “Very well,” I 
said He had thought, apparently, that the announcement 
would frighten me He then told me he had spoken to 
the )Superintendent about my visit to the close prison on 
Monday last, about his having assaulted Subba Rao and 
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being present at the t/ine etc Of course he most 

given a very garbled account It is no wonder if 
lan lose* all regard for truthinlneM in the course of a 
g ofi&oial life in which he i« often put on hia defence 

I In which he finds a disregard for truth a very 
idy weapon to protect himself with He suggested 

I I should speak to the men and dissuade them from 
ir recalcitrant conduct I myself was much deelrmg 
ipenk to them on the aubjeot and so took advantage 
his proposal I did not wish to see them at the 
tor s office as I would bo looked npon as mediator on 
behalf If he would send them to my cell I said I 
Ud gladly talk to them He agreed to arrange for 

bnt I doubt very much if he would have the 
rage to propose it to his Supenntendent 

I am very sorry for the lino which the men have 
en How can we rightly object to doing any work 
t might be imposed on u* as pnionon if wo cannot 
that It is an immoral or irroHgicrus not that is 
landed of us I Wo should avoid going to prison if 
minded mob things If working with dirt and filth 
mpoecd on us by government con we complain T 
n If they put us down for general tenvonging work 
should do it It is one thing for tho Government 
realise its duties tounrds prisoner* cunvictetl for 
ticol offences db diitirgulshed from crimes involving 
nl turpitude and quite another thing for us to 
rn lenient treatment or to go on strike and offer 
bedlenco In respect of srooh claims It is the duly 
ilviliscd GovemroentJ to show leniency but it is on 
part a weakncM and a lapse from our ideals to think 
lalming such leniency much rooro to show Dgbt fn 
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or<3'T til It (-'u li Ik* '• hnun It i"- liK<* tlj<* 

<iu<\ impo''' <1 oil ill to , n *• JM < h iril\ Ittit (lute i*' tin 
c orii f-jM tuhti!’ ilti;\ In Ix"^ nn till «nn;iir\ Inj^'cittfi is 
c\ on t nn‘'j<l(*ri <1 t\ii' \ll t lu* nit]mnr\ rtjzornim term 
jiri'^ntiii'' til til! ! Ill'll* < *rr\ tin it jmt*' nli\ •^Imtild 

\\i not (In liKi t\ I*-! \\!iin\.( \n Mifi< nn^' the itno kttul of 
j'tiiii-litMi III ' U m i\ 1 h' ih u till* jimit^-lmu tit i*' rnii;:h 
ttnp('‘-i (1 nil U’- lull tliit f lint (inr rmnern whoii mo 
. 110 nut \ (’Itinl Ulh tn ‘-•x Iv uiijiik! ptltU'-llIlK tit Olid f .ilvO tt 
Mitlinut (1( f( ijci‘ nr ]»1( 1 of liiitip itinii ( Jru ot liniotit 
111 I\ lint niilv tllipn'-nii u*., Inif UtlJU'-lh Jillt U*' ill (lilIlRO- 
oiiK ,iiul irnii‘- and iiajin-'O i \ ti \ l.ilioi lonp or dirt \ t (‘■k 
on u*5, \ot MO inu'-i aoerjit tlio Jtunt^lltn('nt ^^o Mould 
liophoMiiina jioor lt[:lit tnditdif Mt More undorstood 1)\ 
tlio Moild to nli]( ol to mul to hirujiLdc ng uiisl t lo inmg or 
cnrrxiii}: out oun uniu potx lioo.uixe it is dofiradin;' 
Mork (it nnh foi tori nii (lasses of nioii and not for us 
S.it\atri dia has Ix^oii fainouh foi its \o( iiics Kca\oiigiiig 
for thcniFt 1\ cs, and mo Mould not d(‘sor\ e to go under 
our Ic ider s (lag if mc fought to be ichc\ed of such 
M ork 


5—2 — 22 lSunda^ The .Tailoi came this inoining 
and told me the state of affaiis regarding the non-co- 
opcration piisonerR Some of them Mere put on heav}’ 
Mork fai hc\ond then capacity and five, having there- 
upon refused to do the Moik, have been gnen bar- 
fetters Pots Mere not given at night to those men who 
refused to eairy them in the morning Man}’^ of them had 
eonsequenlly dntied their eclls He asked me whether 
I would go and speak to them I wont and had a long 
talk with them I told them mostly the substance of 
the thoughts I have noted above, and that wo should 
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ftocopt every barbarity and cruelty imposed on ui 
Most of them agreed bnt some especially those trhoee 
temper had been completely upset by the harshness and 
ill treatment imposed on them etoatly refuted to 
co-operate even to the extent of submitting to Jail 
rule* and orders and said they would rather bring down 
the worst punishment on themselves than submit to the 
cruelties and mdignities They would carry the prinol 
pies of non co-operation even inside the jail gates On 
our way back from the oIos© prison the jailor and I 
hailed Mr Lakshmlnarayana in Block 1 across the 
railings and soon the others in that place came up also 
Mr Lokshminarayana was positive and determined that 
they should load an active oampolgn of posairo reslstanc© 
in respect of the barbarous treatment meted out to the 
non-oo-operation prisoners He eii’T;D upbraided mo for 
what ho considered was IntliiTorcnce and pnssivit j on 
mv pert in regard to the matter I could not convince 
him or change his attitude Some wore with mo per 
haps only one Mr Snnlvasan the rest wore incllnwl to 
support Mr Lakshminarayans including OAOn Mahomed 
Hussain who I had hoped would bo with mo entirely 
I oannot but admire their largeness of licart and their 
readiness to undergo the hardships of a sororo struggle 
maldo jail against injustice and cruelty and I was 
aigulng against the inclinations of ro> own emotions 
But I foci strongly that their conduct is loading them 
solves and others into hopeless confusion of mind and 
conduct Tho main principles of conduct In jail Imposctl 
by our movement should not be disturlicd by i fra 
however praiseworthy In tbomselrcs Returned to m> 
cell and had my morning food late on account of all thM 
end WES In a sad frame of mind God fios not heard 
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my prayers and lias tLouglit fit thus to punish us with 
confusion of mind 

Weighment todaj^ showed an increase of one pound. 
But what was more pleasing was that Md Hussain, 
Shafiuk, and Srinivasa Iyer and N.irsimliachaii were 
there and told me they had thought over the matter 
again and desired a fresh talk with me Sometime 
afterwards, I understand the vSuperintendent sent 
for Mr Narasimmachaiiai, and the Jailor related 
everything that happened to the Superintendent, 
who theieupon talked ovei the matter with Narasimha- 
char The Superintendent appeared to have been in a 
very good mood, asked Narasirahachari whether they 
could not come to a definite understanding, saying that 
he was unwilling to be needlessly cruel or severe 
Narasimhachanar told the Superintendent that he 
would like to consult me and some people from the 
close prison and give an answer The Superintendent 
appears to have told the Jailor that he would speak to 
me about this to-morrow Meanwhile, I asked the 
Jailor to allow me to meet the Ist Block friends 
again This was done We had a very pleasant meet- 
ing m my cell, all to ourselves without any jail official 
mtervenmg All of us, except Mr Lakshminarayana, 
agreed as to the course we should adopt , that we 
should advise the close prison friends to remove their 
pots if asked We should, on the other hand, also re- 
commend to the Superintendent humane treatment of 
the non-co-operation prisoners 

7 — 2 — 22 Tuesday Yesterday was a busy day 
The Superintendent asked me to meet aU the non-co- 
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operator* and make propoaals K) that there might bo a 
better nndentandmg on both aide*. He said some thing* 
had been done bj him which were undouhtodlj wrong 
and 80 dIk) on the side of the non«co -operator* some 
wrong things had been done that neither side smutako* 
were an eiciiso for the other and that he was willing U 
wo would help to begin a fresh page Ho appeared 
quite sincere He said he had received that day an 
order from the Government inatruoting him to treat the 
political pnuononi in a manner dlfloront from ordinary 
pneoner* and that now that ho had power* to difforontl 
ate bo was not going to bo oruol or ncedlealy haralu ^\o 
accordlnglj had a conference In front of my cell in the 
Mlcmoon At fir*t there wa* great diffleoUv in pro 
ceedlng An angry state of mmd protlucod by had 
treatment Hl-dlgestcd ideas reginling the pnnciplea of 
the movement and mutual mistrust or want of trust all 
contributed to this diflicultj Mr Lakshminaravana 
did not lighte I the t \sk when ho began with a state 
ment thit ho fulU supported the effort* of our friend* 
in tbo cltrie pn on to offer civil dlsolKdienco to Jail 
regulations After some time however we came to 
unanira Hjs conclusions The carrying of urine pot* 
was stoutly objeete<l to on grounds of roUglous 
srni|ilra b\ only one ulnch numlier finnll_j increases! 
to su we re q1tc< 1 to tell the Sopcrlntcndcnt that 
(hi* should not Iw insistcil on Wo also rosoUed to ask 
the biijterintendcnt to cancel tho hcaw tasks Imposeil 
ns pum hment for not carrying the pot and the 
fetter* impfwd as puni hment for not coping with the 
heavy work tlms given \\c also had a number of 
other things to mention such ns cloth liolow knees (or 
Mu salmsny dunng praver lime same number of inter 
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Mews and letters to rigorous as to simple term pri- 
soncis, daily bath facilities foi rigorous pnsoneis, 
separate cooking facilities foi Andhra piisoners one of 
i^hom was willing to cook, etc I then explained to 
them the changed attitude of the Superintendent and the 
need for a better feeling on oui part as well This was 
better received than I had expected fiom the spirit 
which they had shown at the outset I told them 
that our conduct should be such that Government 
should not have the least trouble m keeping non- 
co-operators in jail It should have no anxieties 
about us except to provide us with food and space 
Abdul Wahab of Tirupathui and Ramakrishnayva 
of Maharajagada, I was sorry to see, had lost 
their benimgs on account of the trials to which the 
men had been exposed They arc such fine non- 
ce operators So it ivas a pity that they should be 
upset, and talk and act m a manner inconsistent with 
the original plans and limitations of our movement 
However, everything ended well, as stated above I 
saw the Superintendent and handed him a Memorandum 
of our Conference proceedings He leadily agreed to 
every proposal and carried out at once the cancellation 
of punishments and heavy tasks, and what is more, 
removed all the non-co-operators out of the close prison 
and placed them all together, rigorous and simple, 
in the 1st Block, a consummation which Mr Lakshmi- 
narayana and other fnends in that block must have 
felt to be the very maximum of their desire in the 
matter 

I had every reason to be thankful to God for the 
way m which this little tempest was calmed, and I offered 
humble and thankful prayers 
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Theso oventB ’^rhich ended ao happily have how 
©\er made it clear to me that manv of our fnond* have 
not yet realised their weaknets An honest and deep 
examination of the conduct of our fnond* would show 
that thev were unable at n certain point to boar tho 
troubles impo^ on them by Government and worn 
tmng to find relief m tho excitement of a oonfliot nnd 
freah punishment It is no use docoiving onrsolvca bj 
■uch phrases as self respect indignities etc It is dlfil 
cult for me to understand a state of mind which makes 
one refuse to carry ono s own chamber pot ns anjibing 
but a breakdown of ono s non co-opcmting strength It 
is even more difficult not to sco tho wenkne^ that larks 
in the ottompt to court other punishments rather than 
work at hard tasks imposed on us It is Impossible to 
eon*hler It as proper Satjngriha to complain about tho 
b.ir fetters put on us It makes no dillcrcnoo If the 
sufferer docs not complain nnd even utters bravo words 
about it himself but others who are not given tho 
fetters freC to see their fellow prisoncts in bar fetters 
and offer to do this and that In order to bring about 
punishment on them elves also The method Is no 
doubt non violent and In line wi h bnljagmlia but the 
object in subsLanre i the removal of our friends Imr 
fetters which is inconsistent u ith our original plan ond 
determination t j accept suffering without complaint It 
IS vain to ifreelvc ourselves vritfi the idea that tfie punish 
ments tvcing gros Iv unjust we have a right to put an 
end to tli*m b\ rourtlng sufTenng It w to suffer unjust 
j mn lim^’nls without jimtesl i r romj Inmt th it wr lisvo 
mine herv an 1 ue wruhl l>e Urytrn_) n g our own fouiula 
ti n if we attempt w|i n >n ifejnl ( agitate jKotest 
cr jflei ^»l\ t-faln n”iln t th lunl hljn lm|>o-»sl n* 
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th''r(' ’riu’ tlu'nr\ of I’i'-mm' uul non- 

\io]<ni mm oo oix r >1 ion nnohi^- Mibnii'-eion nnd (*\ 
cln(i( K'-istnno wInn onto ('oino <o flu'^ligt of 
FUtUTinc: tlio ]n n»ltic‘- of onr r( ‘-I'-t uioc 

I w m horn il'-o (o vr>o Si\( m \\orKnn: in'^uhotmlx 
ihrouiih tlu’ fonnuH of rr limou*- obji ( 1 ion'- Suliba Kao 
\\ lio Ind ]ir< \ loii'-h In cn in full juronlwilh ino tli.il 
tluTO wa*- notlnnu w rnnt: in rirr\in;i tlu* pots uul (hat 
itwis on llu* <onlr'ir\, i fiood (himr (hit "o ‘-iioiild 
cirr\ tlioni, now jirotoktcrl tint ho h ul n iifrion*- ohjcc- 
lion‘5 I could, in In*- < i*-^ h(*Iic\ c (li it it w as an linno'^t 
clianirc of opinion, hut ihouf (he w i\ in which one after 
another up to si\ went on all\ini: theinsel\es ^\lth (lie 
ohjpclor-, T l)a\ r> no opinion hut one that the\ were 
])laMn^ with truth under the notion lliat ideas of self- 
respect md dl^nlt^ tnii(>ther with (ho juestipc of a 
battle wf re ^ood e\cupe for iisniti the foiimda of religion 
In the hittlc of tiulh against falsehood, of good against 
c\il, wheiein wc ha\e diseaided all (he weapons and 
trust to the aid of sjuntual wcajjons onh , il is a fatal 
error to allow Satan to find Ins w*av into om foiircss 
All onr strength would he gone heyond rccoveiy if we 
allowed falsehood to poison oui souls We should ovei- 
reach oni selves if we attoinjited to overreach Truth 

The Acting Jailor came nnd made a long confessional 
hifatorv of his official and juiv'ate life wdiich it w'ould be 
impossible to rccoid heie Wo Iiav'e sometimes the 
most curious mivtures of chai actor in this vvoild The 
common idea, associating suavnt}' of temper and tact 
with an easy conscience, and an ill-tempered biutality 
in outward conduct with honesty, is as vviong as many 
anolhei popidai notion 
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Ram Saran of whom Him Singh had spoken tome 
highly I saw for the first time yestordav As I 
expected ho is rather a disturbing factor Ho belongs 
to that too common typo rrith mind unconvinced about 
non \ lolonco and Satyngraha but for the sake of the 
objeolivo trying to bo with the non>co*operators 

I saw Hira Singh again after a long while vestorday 
E\Tr Since I left hospital I had not mot him Hit 
trouble has not been cured I belioro it is sorao kind of 
fistnla IIo looks as if ho won t last long bravo soul 
I wish they gave him some bettor diet and lookctl after 
him 


Sublm Rso to day has sent round a confession 
Ho e rites to saj that he has realised his error in raising 
religious objections to carr\ing his own filth that ho 
repents his^ondiiot and that ho hoi therefore infllotwlon 
himself the puni hmont of taking the common night 
pots of the block from the room and placing them 
outside though there n sesvonger for (ho uork I was 
VO glad to find that this j’oung man saw the mistake he 
had been le<l into I sent him in repl} sn extract from 
whst I had written nl)o%e Ho is I fear getting morbid 
in tcminrament 1 wmH th )*e sroimd hira took care to 
keep him m good siurita He la renll> an inimitabl> 
fine \oung fellow Hr would Ik* a first rate Ashramlte 
nt Salurmati h im^berl \rathiipp d in Aara/ H I night 

8—2-22 \\c<ln»Tali\ Had a hul fit of the 
asthma mgJji nud ferl vm knri No spinning 
to^liN I)j I inurh of S Ktati h Hmden 1 the whole 
of ( nt » I ha lo mu t Im* » nure diflicult task Jliit 
|H*rh»ps ftiurli ol it mu he omittr»l «» moat of the 
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philosophy would be commonplace for Indian readers 
I desire only to make them reahse the greatness and 
character of the Greek martyr I hope I will have the 
time to finish this work and add to it a brief story of 
the martyrdom of Christ I shall not have been in 
prison m vain if I am able to do this little thing at 
leasb * 

9 — 2 — 22 Thursday Slight fever Can’t trace 
the reason for this, unless it be the mosquitoes and 
malaria, for my stomach has been in better than usual 
order 

No spinmng to-day either , mostly took rest Did 
portion of Phsedo 

10 — 2 — 22 Fiiday The telegram I sent to the 
ofS.ce has not been despatched, neither has the letter that 
has come from home been delivered to me yet It seems 
the Superintendent has gone away to Madras, and things 
have to wait for him If Dr Ra]an, Kothandaraman 
and Sastn, are all arrested, (and inofiensive Sounraya 
Pillai too), Adinarayana Chettiar has to take up the 
Congress office work, and with Ramanathan’s help the 
work may go on smoothly Rajagopalan would be of 
great assistance, but I don’t know whether his nerves 
Will permit his service being placed at our disposal I 
don’t think he can work except with me With me he 
has worked very hard, even to the point of physical 
breakdown, but with others he is notoriously difficult 

The mosquitoes in these cells make a regular hell 
of it during the night, and the flies in the daytime are a 

*I could not carry out this plan of adding the life of Christ 

7 
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nuisance beyond compare Tbe big association blocks 
are more airy and not being so near the kitchen there 
may be lets of the vermin but from all accounts the 
bugs, and possibly also the lioo are a big trouble there 
on account of the large number of unwashed priBoners 
and their beds in each room So I had better make no 
attempt to got out of the frying pan I am glad to 
see that Mr Namsimhaoboriar Vakil of Gontnr who 
was thinning down and looking ill u now look 
ing quite healthy So also has Md Hussain got over 
his fever face and is adding to his weight. Mr Shafiuk 
is still not in good health Lakshminarayana is 
flourishing iHwr Snnlvasa Iyengar has lost tremen 
douB quantities of flesh. He is one of those who have 
grasped the principle of Satyagraha better than others 
Ho is of a flabby constitution aud the doctor docs not 
seem to think much about his great loas of weight 
bat loss of fat by one whoso natural build is flabbv 
when it is produced by unintended causes is not good 
and toay Anally mean a breakdown of vital organs. 

1 am glad that the story about Mahomed Ml ami 
Sbaukat AH a hanger stnke which appears to have on 
couraged some of the fnends In the clo^ priton hero 
to do likewise U now contradicted A similar story is 
current about Lajpat Ral on which Ram Snran builds 
up his aihlce to give trouble which liai not yet l»cen 
contnnlicted to our knowledge Itiia great [d tv from 
many points of new that wo ore not ollowed any 
new*papers loun^ /n'fm at least might hare Ijccn 
allowed The other day Ijikshrainaravana said In Joke 
no doubt that he would gire up half bii ration^ for a 

Tbi p»^iteTnen »botttjr •(jrr from pfS m 
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newspaper What an appetite {or the daily sheet have we 
developed ^ The Jailor thought it useful, fiom the 
anli-iion-co operation point of view, to frighten me with 
news of a terrible ” Volunteer ” disturbance somewhere 
in the North and fire opened by the Govt forces and 
great loss of life and other casualties Our Jailor is 
incapable of reading a newspaper or understanding 
public events But from the story of hia life that he 
gave me, I am not surprised at his incapacity 

Finished Socrates Must revise it and also try my 
hand at the martyrdom of Christ Poor Rangam 
Chettiar has been long in hospital He appears to 
have asked to see me 

11 — 2 — 22 Saturday The night was insuffer- 
able The mosquitoes fill the coll The breeze outside 
whistles through the leaves of the trees all the 
night long, but inside the cell there- is not the least 
movement of air The single window is too high and 
narrow, and the cell door is in between two projections 
of masonry which effectivelj' keep out all movement of 
air. The mosquitoes seem to be a violent type, for 
they sting sharply and through thick Khaddar, and get 
in through the least little gap in 3'our covering which 
you may keep open for breathing I suppose putting 
one in a cell of this sort, with a smgle hole six feet from 
the floor for a window, is ‘special treatment ’ for political 
prisoners Perhaps I am too bitter, but after a sleepless 
mght this may be excused 

Had a letter from Gandhiji, besides one from home. 
The former is scrupulously non-pohtical and dated the 
3rd February from Bardoh “ I was glad and thankful 
to get your note You certainly miss nothmg by not 
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bHving DeTTHpapcra. And I do envy your spinning 
wheel and Romayana The latter I hope is not a 
wrotohed traniUtion of Valmitl but the original of 
Kamban of which I have read so much in Pope ■ Tamil 
Handbook You must not loae flesh I thought in onr 
company I was the lowest weight But you boat mo 
by fully 10 lbs now I hope you are allowed plenty of 
milk. Lot me prescribe for you. If you can get milk 
and plenty of sweet juicy fruit — oranges or grapes 
you will get rid of your asthma and gain in weight 
Bevadas is in Allahabad Kristodas and Ramdas look 
after mo 'ion a« not the only one to enjoy j^iur 
solitude Sundaram is just now at the Asram under 
going a vow of silenco Ho has read too ranob and 
thought so little HU silence may do him good kours 
sincerely M K G 

The letter from home was disappointing In that 
neither Lakshral nor Narasimhan has written nn\ thing 
In it Bat Lakshml has pat her little algnaturr under 
what Papa wrote neither Narsalmhan nor Ilamu baa 
written anything from Salem 

W arder Kesavs PUIny hu been sent off on other 
duty M he was found to bo negligent He left the com 
pound gale not locked properly one night which the 
Chief \\ artier aaw the next morning and summoned him 
to the Tower and sent him on gang tluty Ho camo 
to-tlay and tooL his I sttansthu 1 illamr from me 

Non ofTicUl vl itor 1 admanabha Naidu was hern 
again yr^tenlav He follows the InefTicient roetliod of 
talking nn^offieiallv to the Hrimty Jailor and others lo 
put mstlen right The jail ofllcls!^ are rwlcpta In tho 
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nrt of talking nicelj to people and putting them off 
Nothing but official pressure docs any good with 
them 

My tomato supply is as irregular as anything can 
be 

12— 2-- 22 Sunday My telegrams asking Chettiar, 
Ramanathan, and Ramaswami Naicker to come up for 
an interview were not sent up at first, beeause the 
Superintendent was away at Madras When they were 
brought back to me, I withheld them to see the letter 
I had from home, which was also delayed for two days 
I sent the telegrams again yesterday early m the morn- 
ing As ill-luck would have it, they were sent up with 
the bicycle orderly who goes for the post, and one of 
them (marked by me Express for urgent despatch) was 
brought back as the Postal official was too dense to 
understand the multiple address I had given Then it 
was sent by a warder on foot The jail is about three 
miles from the Vellore Post Office I suppose the message 
would have reached Salem at 6 p m and been of little 
use for the purpose intended, unless my lads don’t come 
to-day but to-morrow 

I went up to see Rangam Chetty yesterday Poor 
fellow — I little knew ho had been so ill — he looks 
like a ghost He told me how death had stared him in 
the face He swore he saw Yama’s men who called him 
to go with them He swore at them and turned them 
away, and was saved But he says that within a few 
minutes of this dream of his, another patient breathed 
hiB last He is past danger now It was amusing to 
hear him say that his only anxiety had been that his 
body would be cut up without a decent funeral if he died 
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in the hospital and that ho wai vrantmg to soo me only 
to avert this 

13 — 2—22 Monday Parade day as nsnaU 
Well, all nght t Qnlto all right thank yon 

I had thought of asking and mentioning many 
thing! but thought bettor over it and the above vraa the 
result 

My lads did not oome to see me yesterday as roy 
brother wrote Possibly my messages received late by 
thorn have upeet their programme They have not come 
oven today 

Govemmont appean to be making a groat attempt 
to rally the people round Itself once again The oroco- 
dJlo tears they ahed over Civil Dltobodionco leading to 
subversion of peace and happy domeitio life must bo 
enough to drown eien a whole nation But rcallv the 
remedy (s In their hands ^\o did not choose Civil 
Disobedience disruption of domestic felicity ami untold 
auffenog for the pleasure or the fun of It hut because 
wo prefer theio to continuing in sonilude ami dis- 
honour Government can pro ent tho lufTerlngs of 
the people if really their mind is so moved oa thev 
make it out to be b^ conceiling tho people a demamls 
Initrad of asking them to stop the movement beciuv' of 
the sufTcnng itiniolvrs It ii a wonderful mixture of 
hvpocn \ pride and s If interest which \Tt may 
decvire some people 

Thev are making a heroic eiTort at sclf-ilefcnee b_> 
pleading that disobedience was rwoUed upon b> 
Camlhljl even before the Criminal Law \raemlmenl Act 
was applied against the vMantcer lio'lies No doubt we 
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rosnhcd nn Cj\i1 Di'jrihcdjcncc for n^jlding our wrongs 
liu( tlio crime ntid foll\ of making nil Congrc'JS \\ork 
cnmmil doc‘5 not bocomc an} the Ic'^s n crime for that 
rea'^on It hastened our pace man une\peclcd manner, 
but there ifi no meaning in confusing the issue on that 
prclc\l Both the Oovernment of India’s rcpl)' to 
(kandhiji’s manifesto and Lord Ronaldshaj’s speech seek 
to co\cr their retrod in this manner 

14 — 2—22 Tucedn} Krishnn8\\aini and Rama- 
swnini Xaicker came aesterday earning and saaa me, 
hut the others did not come up from Salem I requested 
the Jailor to treat the interview ns unfinished and to 
permit the others to come up to da} There was some 
difficulty in arranging tins, hut it was overcome, and I 
saw them all again to day The younger Pudupnln 3 fara 
Z.unmdnr and Krishnaswaim Chcttiar had come, 
besides Adinarayana Chcttiar and Nnrasimha I^^cngar 
Rnmu and Narasimhnn also came Duraswnmi too So 
it was a full meeting 

Congress affairs are very depressing The vuolonce 
at Gorakhpur appears to have set back everything I 
cannot judge well from here, with little information 
about things and out of touch with the atmosphere 
prevailing But I fear the decision to let things remain 
inactive now is wrong To set a stale programme 
before the people at a time when repression is in full 
swing, 18 likely to set the clock back I am, however, 
too much depressed, and may see things m a better 
light later on Let me pray So many of my most 
trusted fellow-workers have gone to jail, that I feel 
when I go out I shall be even more lonely than I am 
here How should Gandhiji have been feeling all these 
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day* when all his fellow workert hare been snatched 
away and he haa been left quite alone 

15 2 22 Wednesday In the absence of the 
sturdy leaders of various pronnoea who are all now in 
prison, and espeoially of the Ah Brother* Qandhijrs 
deoisiont are not balanced by every consideration that 
the position of an emaaoolated nation necessitate* 
While they wore with him it looked a* if they acted 
moatly os clog*, but when they are oway one »cc* 
their fonotion. The decision praoUoally to ■uipend all 
thoughts of Civil Disobedience and to go ^ok to 
membership enrolment i f from war to peace is 
Ilkelv to bo a grievous blow to Bengal Andhra and 
U P Tamil Sladros, though it cannot have made 
much headway in an^ deportment will lose proportion 
otely more soverciv than other province* by thl* rotreot 
It i* Q misfortune that Bomh*\ did not take to prison 
going seriou ly 

MUacd m^ prayer for tho first time this morning 
having ilept on tlU 0 a u when tho cell door was opened 
Tho onidsU do not when passing along the verandah 
before the opening of t!>o eells shout Itife Jlisc at 
these two or three cell out of consulenation for us 
The Jailor in apparent jubiittion told me this morning 
that non eo-operation ha I gone to sleep Gandhi hail 
cTie<l hill to Civil Di<wbe hence I dnl not waste time 
over thl^ with him I bitterl} complaine<l to I im that 
the seltlerornt I had arrived n with the bup^nnlrmlent 
in resp<^ of the treatment of political prisoners hail 
not been earned out properly New comer* arc pat 
on the hearleil aork avadabln in the jail Other 
Items too bsTc l^een entirely Ignored He pleads 
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inability There seems to be some bad faith in all this . 
I just learn that a jmung man who was ordered to 
pump water has vomited blood, and has been sent to 
the hospital.'^ 

The Jailor told me that there was a likelihood of 
all political prisoners being concentrated in one prison 
m the Province This must be, to Jail authorities, a 
great relief All that they want is that inconvenient 
hght should not be thrown on jail administration They 
object to the nuisance of the reforming influence They 
are unable and unwilling to get out of the barbarities 
and corruptions of their administration They have no 
other animus against political prisoners 

How beautifully does my neighbour Md Ghouse’s 
‘ la ilia ’ mix with my own silent prayer ! Yet, how 
the two communities hated, warred with, and killed 
each other, and how much misunderstanding still 
continues > 

16-2 22 Thursday Now that the time of my 
release is approaching, I begin to see how flat freedom 
will seem to me Looking about, I will only see a 
deserted field, with none of my lovmg fellow- workers 
visible anywhere If within the month that still re- 
mains, no change in outlook or programme of work comes 
about, I wonder how I shall adjust myself to the dreary 
atmosphere. 

Learnt at 8 p m to day (Thursday) of Gandhiji’s 
fast He has once agam discovered that a mob will 


* I subsequent 13 ^ learnt that this man was at once relieved 
of this work He is an epileptic 
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commit violence of a kind the cowardice and brutality of 
which givci a shock to hti whole nature even though the 
non-co-opemtion movement (and a critical phase of it) Is 
bomg contemplated at the time oven thongh tho per 
pctratoM sympathise with the alms and objects of the 
movement and have time* without number heard 
Ahimsa preached 

Either ho must bo convinced that Congress Voltm 
toors perpetrated or encouraged tho murder* at Oornkh 
pur or he must dcflmtoly poitulato on impossible condi 
tion precedent for hi* mo\ oment that mobs that any 
wise connect thomselvcs by mere symjiathy with tho 
aims and object* of tho movement •hould refrain from 
violence just os much os tho orgnnUors and partaker* of 
tho movement itself Is on-co -opera tion command* almost 
unis ortol sympathy in India and so thi* condition w ould 
come to this that there should bo no serious crimes 
of Molonce committed bj anybody in India while the 
movement is on Unless tho cause of tho ioipcnaion of 
the programme (nml his Ovc dajs fast) I* that Congress 
worker* committed and encouraged the murders I feci 
that it is n confession that the programme Js discovered 
to be a moral impossibility 

I fuU^ realise the gravity of tho offence of the mob 
at ( orakbpur Hut in spite of my tenderest and moat 
complete attachment to ro\ master and the Weal he 
•tan Is for I fad to see wIl^ there shoukl be a call for 
•topj Ina our struggle for birthright* because of such 
ctents The atrocities were a much greater 

re4*<Tn if ( orakhpur be a good reason No I foil to fee 
from here (m ^eclu^lonond without materlol* U is true) 
the logicalitj of the gra\e itep taken 
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But God leads us right where logic may not I feel 
that the nation is not strong enough to lose Gandhi]i 
now, and his arrest and impnsonment were imminent, 
and it is only an event of this sort that Providence could 
interpose to prevent our losing him Again, I feel also 
that the nation is yet not strong enough for the sacrifices 
called for and an early settlement may be m the plan of 
Providence A settlement is in the highest degree 
probable now 

Meanwhile, the fast for five days may prove too 
much in his present condition of body, due to age and 
ill-health. 

17 — 2 — 22 Friday Passed a night of real terror 
like to those that I had often known seven years ago 
and before. Sat up like a ghost, and found some relief 
in lighting my candle and heating some water on it, for 
sipping A solitary cell is not the place for asthma of 
the nervous type However, the comparative facihty I 
have now acquired at concentration and prayer (though 
yet far from satisfactory) helped me to forget the 
trouble 

Information that Hakim Ajmal Khan and Moulana 
Azad Sobhani have intimated to Gandhiji from the dis- 
turbed area that Mass Civil Disobedience was impossible 
owing to violent outbreaks, that Bardoli operations would 
mfect the disturbed areas also , and that, therefore, the 
Baidoh campaign should be stopped There is also news 
that certam volunteer bodies in the affected areas were 
disbanded bv Congress Committee authorities Unless 
this last 18 an act due to fear of local oppression and 
punitive measures, these things suggest that Congress 
volunteers were involved largely in the disturbances. 
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Anyway there seeran to be more reaeoa behind ti 
Ing Committee b decinon than appeared at fir»t 

Yet 1 «n not oonrJncod that Gan6bi}i a b 
the mm mind wtU bo trained to non \ lolenco I 
ted propaganda la ngbt Thero haa boon r6p< 
the Idea and reitorallon of this condition ad 
Yet mob* break into anger when provocation \ 

b,o amonnt of writmg no amount of lootui 
bring about the change that is dejlred more 1 
present achieved TThat ii wanted is axampio < 
The policy of Buspenaion at every diitant and n 
ted outburst ^vea no chance for example D 
not knowledge U what li wanted lloro know! 
bo given by propaganda But dlsclpUno can b< 
by personal trial failure and oxaraplo 

A cCTtafn amount of lii-considercd high sj 
pitched aj a ncccjciary condition in our first pre 
which was tlto cause of not a fow of tho trou 
fafturea BTo have now ati the disadvanta] 
retreat — with tho mass mind a retreat Is 
harMllcap to work with 

18 2 —23 Sat irdn^ Iso news yo 
Oanlhiji after the fast To the loneliness I am 
to firul m's If lo upon reh itc from prison is ni 
the ifepfTSsion of failure an I absence of scope i 
f cannot fintl anj light vet to lift us out of the 
wp are In \fe we g itng to pi t a few paces fo 
I pforms as o result of all the terrlhle axenfiecs 
non*vo-<jperaU»r* hare mad" f This could w 
hern arlnpved I j »trvl> and contenle^l work I 
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that thousands of families have borne m the great hope 
of Swara] Self purification and strengthening there has 
been, no doubt But this is, alas, not what the “ earth ” 
m us can be satisfied with, and the price has been too 
heavy in so many cases No, it will take me long to 
reconcile myself to a few changes in the Imperial and 
Local Governments as a satisfactoiy teimination to this 
great struggle But I blame no one The nation is too 
weak, too far gone in economic misery, to be able to fight 
and win in one campaign We have to carry on many 
campaigns before we can reach our goal 

Had to take the asthma mixture at midnight and 
then had some rest, with a few breaks 

The Andhra friends have again been communi- 
cating to me their grievances They complain that the 
Superintendent has not kept his promises made at the 
settlement The chief complamts are about baths not 
being allowed daily to the rigorous prisoners and about 
the separate cooking They want, the curry alone to be 
prepared by themselves, but the jail authorities want 
them to do the entire cooking This is heavy work and 
is'perhaps mtended merely to frighten them out of the 
idea The Jail people do not want any innovation in 
the kitchen and ration arrangements This is what 
Mr Chauduri says, and I am inclined to agree How I 
can help or interfere in the matter, I can’t see as yet 
It IS reasonable, outwardly, that separate cooking 
should be undertaken as a whole, or not at all, whatever 
the motives of the insistence may be 

The jail is getting whitewashed (in the literal 
sense) all over, against the expected visit of the I G 
Naiayanasami, our waterman convict, is for once hard 
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worked. Poor man ho is m jail now only for his fine 
his fubitantive term having been served out 

A voung fellow here puts the convict problem in a 
out shell Ho awaits hii release in nine days Ho is 
a first offender He bought n new floe tempting piece 
of cloth for Rs 2 from a fellow who proved to bo a 
thief The latter was not caught but the lad who 
bought the cloth was convicted People who go out 
come In again at once what shall we do for this 1 
be asked pathetically His own case was not n diflS 
colt one Ho has father and mother and a family that 
work on a field taken on vamm so ho can bo absorbed 
in his famUy and be protected against a second offence 
or charge But the ordinary man who has no such 
resource but has to be a mere coolv and look out for 
himself U In a sad plight Hence he comes in agsln 
and again and puts on the oH convict a black cap and 
makes the best of Jail life os his only hope It makes 
one sad to see some of the prisoners — a large number 
are criminally laii and evade work and a great deal 
more efficient supervision Is necessary to set matters 
right — so hard working so efficient and even cons 
clentlous in doing their task under compulsion leading 
■ueh well dlsciplinc<l Urea without drink and without 
any other sin vet slaring for nothing Ifonl) they led 
such lunrd U\es of punt\ ami discipline In their own 
liome- how hippv and prosperous they and their 
families could be A" soon as one of these Is released I 
stippirtc he takes a ils\ s hohdnv and drinks and then 
all the tlivljline Is lost and he Is tin ohl man again 

Urighm nl to <ia\ shows roe steady at lOJ llw 
again 
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20—2—22 Monday To-dny’i early morning 
news IS that the Pri'son King’s weekly parade has been 
postponed to to-morrow This is to enable him to see 
to the execution of a condemned prisoner which is 
fixed for to-inorrow and to do the parade the same 
morning He will have to get up eaily in the morning 
for the execution — it is usually finished before Gam 
A nd wJiy should he bother to get out of bed on two 
consecutive dn\s in the w'cek so early in the morning ^ 

Appadurai, the butler, is to be hanged to-moirow 
Night after-night, I used to hear the chatter of gallow^s 
friendship The Sepoy would cry “ Appavu * 
Appavii ” Nagiah I Nagiah and they W'ould carrj' 
on a conversation, each from his own cell The chatter 
would go on every night till I went to sleep Great 
latitude IS allow'cd to these condemned piisoners by the 
warders, for they have found that there is no effective 
sanction in respect of prisoners who have been already 
condemned to the wmist punishment in the Code, 
"Nagioh ' ” ceased for some months past for the poor 
fellow was hanged one fine morning For some days, 
the leader in the conversation ‘the Sepoy’ was talking 
of Nagiah being in Heaven and eating his full meal 
with God , — Eatmg is the chief event in prisons One 
will find it so if one comes to jail, like us Then, after two 
Or three days, there was nothing more about Nagiah 
From tomorrow Appavu also will disappear likewise 
If I gathered rightly from the talks I heard, Appavu 
leaves behind him at least ten children 

Among the barbarities of the ]ail practices is one, 
which ought to be reformed at once — that of hangmg 
men without giving them any notice The poor fellow 
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doe* not know when he will be taken away He n 
kept for many weeks sometime® months waiting for 
the appeal to the High Court and the petitions to the 
Local and Imperial Governments to be disposed of 
These take long enough to make him get over the idea 
of neamees to death which might have chastened hi* 
mind in the begumlng Then without ministration of 
religion or prayer or any thoughts of God he i* seized 
one morning when he doe* not expect anything like it 
and taken away arm* bound and there at the gallows 
hiB legs are fettered and a cap put over his head and m 
a few minutes the platform goes down and he is des- 
patched. Mostly not even relations know about it and 
they do not come therefore to take the dead body It 
IB recorded as unolalmed and made the best public use 
of probably for medical college dissection IVhat doe* 
the bureaucrat care for religious ministration or prayer 
unless there comes a dlitlnot Q O about it when of 
oourie it will be sorupulouslv attended to a* a piece of 
bureaucratic discipline f 

Appadurai is a Christian but that will make no 
difference Christianity though it is hi* own professed 
religion, i* not much of an influence with the bureaucrats 
It won t alter hi* usual conduct His religion I* the 
“GO and the«o Q O s, are made and revealed from 
time to time In such manner ns to get thing* offlclontly 
done without causing risk or annoyance or trouble to 
white officer* and not more than what is absolutely im 
avoidable to other officers provided their salary Is above 
R* 200 n month In fact the grand principle of re* 
pomibillty in a bureaocracj it that only the lowest in 
the grade shall be fully responsible and all the others 
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shall as far as possible be free from blame for any mishap 
The ascending order of irresponsibility is the life-prmci- 
ple of bureaucracy 

The ]ail autbontiea won’t give a single thought to 
whethei Appadurai may not make his peace with God 
before he yields up his life That is not their concern 
They are concerned only with getting the execution done 
without any hitch on the day fixed 

Poor Namamalai Konan’s petition has been rejected 
by the Local Government I don’t know who among 
the Government Members is in charge of this depart- 
ment , but he seems to be most careless, or heartless in 
the extreme .Life is so precious , yet bureaucracy 
values it differently This fellow is only twenty years old 
The evidence is only circumstantial The jewels he is 
said to have produced might be those which the deceas- 
ed woman wore, but nobody knows whether he was the 
murderer or only an accomplice in securmg the jewels 
A lad known to be of previous good character might 
have been given a chance to serve twenty years in prison 
and come out free at least when he is forty years old 

21 — 2 — 22 Tuesday I was up very early this 
morning — perhaps the thought of the man to be exe- 
cuted woke me up before time I was sitting up in my 
bed praying, so also Mahomed Ghouse in the next cell 
He was singing out the Azan “ Have they come, 
have they come occasionally enquired the sepoy, and 
they did come after some minutes which looked very 
long , and the unfortunate man was burned away hand- 
cuffed, as I could understand from the trend of the 
people In a few minutes the chief warder returned on 
his usual round and passed my cell, from which I knew 
8 
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that Appadurai • life had been ended by law Man deli 
berately took away what God gave all the time imagln 
mg that it was joBt and right to do bo However I have 
no bniiDe«a to moralia© over the death of a single man 
when tndhona of lives are being token away every day by 
men without a thought about it The animals have as 
good a right to Uve b» men and their daily slaughter 
ones aloud to God 

Mr 8 Srinivasa Iyengar was here to-day Ho 
talked long with me and he went round and saw the 
other non-oo-operatoTB also and then after spending a 
few mmotee with the Supenntondent went away for 
his oas© before the Sub court in Vellore He is veiy 
much diiappomted with Qandhlji s latest Instruotions 
but I cannot understand his own desire m the matter 
He is opposed to tnaos civil dieobedienoo ho does not 
like people going to Jail even in individual disob edienoe 
8tlU he feels in some inexpreesiblo and vague kind of 
way that the movement shouJd have a stirring pro 
gramme He was trying to give me logical definitions 
of his pomtlon^ but I was not able to follow him What 
I could make out was something like this that people 
should go to jail and keep up the fight but everybody 
shoDld not go A careful and Judicious selection should 
ho made so that active propaganda work ontsldo may 
not suffer Ho emphasised he was more optimistic 
now He told mo about the National Club I hope it 
will not bocomo the nucleus of a new party without onj 
constructive programme but only intended to obstruct 
the Congreea oiecutire 

22^2 — 22 Wednesds) I fear wo will bo thorou 
ghlv spoilt before we go out of this joll Some few of 
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us — who have lost weight — will be given butter- 
milk, half an anna worth each, daily, subsequently 
reduced to quarter anna worth each The butter.milk 
may be poor, but the thing brings us the smell and 
atmosphere of home life 

The Andhras have at last got their own cooking 
Mr Lakshminarayana insists that the Superintendent 
told him that they should cook everything except kunjee 
early morning, and that, too, not for all non-co-operators 
but only for the Andhras He says that having agreed 
to this, they cannot accept my suggestion to cook only 
kolambu, and include the Tiruvannamalai people also 
The Jailor told me that kolambu alone may be cooked 
and for the Tiruvannamalai people also I do not wish 
to interfere in this, and shall leave it to Mr Lakshmi- 
narayana to arrange just as the Andhras wish 

24 — 2 — 22 Friday I was able to settle the 
cookmg affair referred to above satisfactorily All the 
non-co-operators, mcludmg the Tiruvannamalai people, 
will have the advantage of separate cookmg I tasted 
the kolambu thus prepared With the same rations, 
why should this kolambu be so much better than what 
the ordinary prisoners m the ]ail get * Will no one 
look into this and, pi eventing theft and corruption 
remove one of the greatest miseries of prisoners ^ Non- 
co operator 8 who have to be m prison for a different 
and a greater cause, cannot well take up this question 
of purity of administration as cause for aggressive 
action, but can only point it out to co-operator politicians 
for solution 

Finished Margoliath’s Mahommed in the ' Heroes 
of the Nations’ Series Ejishnaswami left the book 
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for m© to amoM myself with when he was last her© 
The authors treatment of the Prophet is unsatis- 
factory 

The book make* the Prophet a man of great talent 
and unbounded ambition It works up the whole 
history of his me wage on the oontre motive pivot of 
poUtioal ambition The biographer assomes that the 
Prophet has as little faith as himself and therefor© that 
he worked up the whole of his life and message as a 
keen and ambitious man to gain his end — which is not 
to become a Prophet bat to become a head of a State 
by beoommg a Prophet The theory of the biographer 
IS that Mahommed was steering for the destination 
of personal dlatinotlon and inflaenoo all the time An 
irony runs throoghont the psychology presented by the 
author The author s own unbelief disables him from 
seeing any springs for human action except in a motive 
for the betterment of one s position If a non MusUm 
cannot write a good biography of JIahommed, much 
leta can a total unbeliever 

In relating the early progress of Islam the biogra 
pher appears to bo snSering from a pro-conceived idea 
that the worship of the pro Islamic Arabs was entirel\ 
devoid of any idea of a single God and attributes the 
idea of Allah which undoubtedly existed in It to the 
influence of the Jews and the Christians Polytheists 
like the Hindus can understand how the idea of the 
Supreme Being la blended with the worship of idols 
But our author assumes that the Arabs had absolutely 
nothing in their religion except superstition and that the 
Jows and tbo Christians furnished ilahomrncd cop^ for 
his monotheism llahommcd Is described os having 
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used Abu Bnkr’s credulity to mnke him invite men to 
recognise Ins own clniins The aulhoi revels in a 
persistent comparison of the Prophet with Joseph 
Sinith, the founder of Mormonism, and even makes 
him a clc\ercr and bigger trickster than the latter 
3f Mahommed did not run away, when persecuted, to 
an nsvlum in a neighbouring Chiistian State, it was 
because he did not nant to be a subject m safety, 
but aimed at sovereignty The book abounds with 
many morally unfavourable hypotheses, based on mere 
conjecture, to explain away Mnhommed’s successes at 
obtaining converts It makes Ins affability and peace- 
ful temperament a mere case of deep sagacity and 
caution and a waiting for opportunity 

The biographer's unbelief and antipathy rises to a 
climax when dealing with the migration to Medinah He 
exhibits bittci disappointment that “ there was not a 
man in Mecca who could strike a blow and act and be 
ready to accept the responsibility for acting ” , that 
“ many as were Mahomed’s lil-wisheis, there was not 
one of them, who had this sort of courage ” , that 
“ there was no magistracy by Avhich he could be tried ” 
(like Jesus, and executed, presumably) Even the 
description of an escape from assassination is in a 
language that indicates disappointment which reaches 
the point of brutality, e g , when the reader is gratui- 
tously told that All, who was sleeping in Mahomed’s 
blanket when the assassins came, could have been 
captured for a hostage, but that the Kuraishites were 
too chivalrous for such a proceeding There is not a 
word of praise for Ah’s courage and fidelity The 
author’s disappointment at the failure of plots for 
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aaaaimnation ia Been again Tphen Abrad and Amir a atory 
ia referred to biO more dignified or reapeotfnl phraaeo- 
logy ia employed than conviota eaoaping from prison 
■when deacnbmg Mahomed a thrilling escape from Mecca 
and retirement to a cave to avoid pur*uit Thia dia 
appomtment inth Mahomed a Buoeeaa makes the author 
moat bitter and angry i\ith the Tewa Had they (the 
Jewa) any plan any resolution any courage they 
would have utiliaed this period of failure and ignominy 
to croah hlim 

Why the work of writing a life of Mahomed aa a 
hero of bia nation waa ontruated to one who apparently 
boiled with antipathy towards the hero one cannot 
understand The whole scheme of the book la to look 
upon Mahomed as a political adventurer having the mini 
mum of morality planning a tauter and unacrupulouily 
working out the plan lyo place ia given to earnest- 
nea* of conviction Inipiration rellgioua leal or virtues 
of peraonnlity For the rapid and remarkable success 
of the Prophets message the biographer througbout 
finds out explanations in fraud corruption self interest 
faction or gullibilltj The unalterable fidelity of the 
Medina men ui matter for flippant irony It fumiahes 
the biographer no duo to the force of the Prophet s 
personal hfo and character The aystematio uio of the 
term leading articles for the Surbas of the Kumn la 
hardly worthy of decent biography The terra Apostle 
of God is snecringly used in appropriate places Act 
In the Preface the author promises to write respect 
fullv ” about the Prophet ’ 

It ia a relitf to find n genuine attempt at falmets 
after all In the final remarks about the destruction of 
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the Je^^ s nt Medina But , e^ cn liere, the author’s failure 
to appreciate the value of religious faith is characteristic 
He IS surprised that so very few of the Jews availed 
themseUcs of the alternatne of Islam ottered to them 
He cannot understand liow large numbers of people 
prefer then faith to their Ines 

The modern unbclie\ or cannot but see the history 
of a great faith and the life of its founder all topsy- 
turvy A glaring example of tins is that this biographei 
cannot sec that it Avas the icligious movement that was 
the prime factor in the earl}' history of Islam, and that 
the political upheaval came in ns an inevitable conse- 
quence He cannot realise that men care CAmr so much 
for their faith He can understand, and needs no expla- 
nations for it, that men care for political power So 
he makes out that IMahomed’s was a political ambition, 
and believes that the religious movement was started 
because the political end could be gained only thereby 
He even suggests that this “ example ” of Mahomed 
impressed other conspirators (see the reference to the 
Mosque of Dissent) 

The story of a domestic quarrel between the Prophet 
and his wives over his refusal to give them household 
supplies according to their wishes is related merely for 
the sake of ridicule The value of the episode, which 
proves that in the midst of wealth and tribute taken 
from many conquered tribes and towns Mahomed was 
a poor man b3" choice, is lost sight of 

With all the evident desire of this biographer to 
explain away virtues and find a vicious motive for 
every apparently good act, he is unable to be little 
the liberality and generosity shown by the Prophet at 
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tie takuig of Mecca The temple treaemy Tra* not 
toaohed There wan no proecription of any of the 
oitizena \A11 past injnriea irere left unavenged m thht 
hour of tnumph Not even the houf ee of the refugee* 
which had been seixed and «oId by the Meocans were 
touched liven the key* of the temple were not taken 
away from the hereditary holders If any Meooaji* 
were killed without authority justice was rendered by 
Mahomed 

In spite of the unsympathetio treatment of the bio- 
grapher the oharaoter of Mahomed stands out too clear 
to be mistaken A man of great natural affection devoid 
of feinatioism guided by reasons of humanity and sound 
pohoy always respected by his fellow cltirons for his 
great uprlghtneaa of character and trustwor thin ess when 
he attamed power and anthorifcy he allowed himself no 
day of rest and worked ss hard as the most industrious 
of sovereigns He managed both the external and inter 
nal affaire of the vast and growing community ho had 
founded Always smiling he at times throw aside the 
gravity belonging to his office In no case did ho Injure 
bis administration by nepotism in spite of his numerous 
relative* Ho never allowed them to interfere with the 
oouree of justice Squatting in his poor apartment with 
a veil over his face and a jialm leaf branch in Lis hand 
ho gave and took away crowns There was no detail of 
conduct too trivial to be made the subject of nn appeal 
to the Prophet Amidst all the duties of General 
logiilator Judge and Diplomat, the Prophet did not 
neglect those of preacher and toaohor His punialiments 
were ohamotorisod by mildness Mutilation and torture 
were forbidden So earlj as the 7th century he prohi 
bltcd the bumlDg of offendore which barbarit> was 
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rel allied among Chris! lan na(ions c\cn np to (he nme- 
tconlh ccntu^^ His Inimanif^ extended itself even to 
the low or aniimils He piolubitcd the eniplo3’mcnt of 
living birds ns taigets and icmonstiated against ill-treat- 
ment of camels He jirohibited the docking of the tails 
of horses He once compelled some of his followers to 
extinguish a fire thc\ had set to an ant-hill Foolish 
nets of cruclt} connected with superstitions were swept 
awa^' 

For women Mahommed’s sv‘»tera achieved much 
The condition of 8la\cs and captnes ■was relieved by 
raanj’^ humane regulations For example, the paiting 
of the mothers from their children, or of brothers, 
was prohibited Scourging was discouraged and murder 
was not punishable with retaliation Manumission was 
greatly encouraged Slaves w^erc allowed a system 
wherebA thejf could contract for their owm manumission 
Heirless estates were inherited b}' the slaves Moslems 
wore asked to feed and clothe their slaves like them- 
selves He made elaborate regulations for inheritance, 
the equitable character of which is recognised by 
jurists All his work he did w'lthin the lemarkably 
short period of only a few years, and left it in such a 
condition that his death was not followed by disintegra- 
tion as in other cases, but by increased progress 

25-2-22 Saturday More friends have come in 
from Nellore I understand that some will be coming 
in by transfer from Tnchinopoly Jail 

Our line of cells which was left all to ourselves 
18 now fairly full Nine Moplah prisoners who took part 
in the Cannanore Jail ru t have been put into the nine 
cells to the south of my cell All of them wear that 
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unalloyed barbanty — the bar fetters The irons yrere 
removed I was glad to see after a few days. 

The Sapermteudent and his two 8ab Assistant 8nr 
geons tamed up at my cell this morning Your letter to 
Air Gandhi has alarmed him said the Major He has 
put m a note in the Young India He oompares your 
case with some other unfortanate prisoner elsewhere 
says some one elae is given newsjiapers whde you are 
not and so on 

When I asked him whether I could see the note ho 
said ho had not the paper I wonder then how he got 
to know about it However it might be he discussed 
with mo for a long time mv diet and subBequently 
took an exact inventory of it I don t know for what 
pnrpoae I had a very bad night yesterday and tho 
spasms and weariness oontinne in the daytime to-day 
also But I don t see what the jail people can do for It 
aa I told the Superintendent this morning 

The condemned sepoy behind my ooli is going 
through a cnals Tho day before yesterday for long in 
the night, ho was reciting verses In praise of God and 
Rama and assuring the human soul of Divine Grace 
and calling for resignation Ho was preaching in 
soldier like stylo to hia neighbour Rams Reddy and 
wound up with >ou have no courage Pluck np man 
go straight to Death like a bold man I won t talk to 
you henceforth unless you arc bravo Today ho 
refused to take food Ho says ho rauat bo given rfco 
meals or bo executed I have not cared to appeal to 
the Government for merej Why am I bothered thus 
with ragi osko I ho asks Indeed I don t sec whj a 
poor fellow condemned to death and refusing to appeal 
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should not if lie uunls it, such a ^’lretchedly 

modest luMirv as a nee meal 1 hope the jailoi will re- 
member to eirrv out his promise to me and give the 
poor chap his nee for the few dai^s he has yet to live 

Mv friend Alladi vas here to-day We had a long 
chat and then went round to the mam non-co-operation 
block (Xo 1) and saw' all the inmates It w'as pleasant 
to see our friends trooping out of the cells there with 
brave and cheerful faces 

So 1 see that the Gmernment of India have made 
it clear that they are not satisfied w'lth the Bardoli 
truce The} want nothing short of a total and final 
repeal of the Congress programme That they will 
neaer get For them there is no need for an}^ compro- 
mise It IS absolute ignorincc of human natiiie that 
makes the Government of India talk thus Their stub- 
bornness may be feigned But if it is genuine, then it 
IS good for us Providence is leading them to help us 
forward to the end we seek to reach The Government’s 
interpretation of the Bardoli programme puts the matter 
clearer than Gandhiji is able to put it before the'people 
In this the old truth is again seen that our enemies are 
our best mteipreters and judges 

So Ramanathan is in for three months’ rigorous 
along with others for various terms ranging from two to 
six months Ramanathan is due for release on 22nd May 

Mahomed Hussain gave me two nice jam tins The 
Superintendent had said I might have jam for my bread 
and the Jailor promised to buy it for me But 
Mahomed ‘ prevents ’ delay 

26-2-22 Sunday Weighment to-day shows 102 
lbs Md Ghouse weighs 125 lbs, * e , he ha§ come 
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back to hja cotroot weight so he thinia Bat 
to the entry he haa gamed five Ibe la jail 
middle o! January x e for five weeks past t 
diet aanotioned for me haa been i o* of wh« 
into two thm aoleavoaed ohappatis) a six oi 
bread two pmti of mJk 1 oz of batter an i 
A bfllf of aagnr and 3 oi of sa^ The last 1 
beontalrtag but giving away to the malee To 
hat absolately oompleto I may add I have be 
» dnnk of warm rice water thm Bind aheoV 
from rice grain* early in the morning 

The reanlt of the Superintendent * enquir 
diet haa been a change m the diet from t 
shall henceforth have no loaf bread and th( 
reduced to li pints I will have 4 ox of w! 
ox of butter 1 i pint* of milk a little sugar 
sago (for the midday meal) and two olloot* < 
milk The buttermilk wae rtdaoed the next d 
oDock per day and raitod to two oUoeki alt 
days The milk aUo was after some day* raV 
from li to 2 plnts^ anJ Banger s food (for the 
meal) I cook the Bangor i food myself £ 
has been left with mo 

The »ago which I have been rejecting I i 
take a* ray principal day meal With buttermil! 
t>f milk ond with a pinch of salt I thlnic I sha’ 
it The milk i* poor being I behove ebu 
deprived of butter before lupplv 

27 — 7 — 22 ■'londay I intended aal 

Saperin tendon t to more mo to Clock 1 Tl 
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first part of the night it is so close and full of mosqui- 
toes In the big waids there are big windows which 
come up to the level of the sleeping platform, and so 
there is a free passage of air Besides, I might have the 
company of friends for at least a couple of weeks 
before I am discharged The Superintendent has fallen 
ill, I understand, and has not come on his usual weekly 
visits to-day But I have told the Sub-Assistant Surgeon 
about it 

I don’t know if it is due to the mosquitoes, 
occasionally I feel a slight fever Last night I had it 
and I am dosing myself with quinme 

The 4 oz of sago, boiled, is really too much for me 
to take even with the buttermilk and salt I give away 
at least a third of it to the jadumalee 

News that the All India Congress Committee meet- 
ing was adjourned to late m the evening, to await the 
decision of the Working Committee which is havmg 
p rolonged deliberations 

28 — 2 — 22 Early in the morning the warder in- 
formed me that we three, Sastnar, Ghouse, and myself, 
should move to Block 1, and hurried us to be there 
before the Superintendent’s arrival for the ‘ parade ’ 
(the name for his weekly round) So we went over to 
Block 1 

The pedantry of jail discipline here in Block 1 is 
much greater than what we were subjected to in the 
other place After a long stay m the solitary cells we 
naturallj’’ feel somewhat congested in this place The 
jilatforms are mostly only a foot apart, and some only a 
little over Each piisoner has his platform Sixteen 



pereona nre looked in eaob room The latrine ifl un 
■peakablv congeated My penod of solitary confine- 
ment with nil its many advantages and a few disad 
vantages ib now over I am here in a sort of half 
wav house to being disohsjged into the outer world 

The All India Congrets Committee has resolved 
practically on the continnation of the pre Bardoli state 
of things in regard to all civil disobedience except mass 
Civil disobedience which of oourse stands postponed to 
await better organisation I am glad that the Working 
Cximmittee has come to this resolution amending the 
ongmil Bardob decision 

The net result is a detennmed stand on both sides, 
between Government and Congress The next three 
months will see a severe straggle 

1 — 3—22 Wednesday The vote of oensure on 
Gandhiji together with the abandonment of the principles 
and pTogmmmo of the non co-oiwration movement that 
was proposed by Dr Moonjo at Delhi has been thrown 
out by an overwhelming majority This is the first 
time that anti Gandhism plucked up courage to assumo 
the shape of a resolution The draft resolution brought 
by the Working Committee will bo passed without any 
material change* The next question is, bow far the 
people will be able to respond to the two parts of the 

plan the constructive strengthening of the orgnni 

satlon nn<l the prison campaign There mn*t bo 
strenuous workers as well as response Response 
depemU on whether the people will not bo dcprcs^l b> 
the retreat and apparent /allure Thoj may rcnlfw tbo 
advantage of quiet ^oco^o^^ of strength and sdio the 
opportunltj Tho Go\cmment will aUo try to slreng 
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then then position by repression as ivell as by increased 
propaganda 

Passed a quiet night in the new lodging Had long 
discussions with my Ahgaih friends, Mahomed Hussain 
and Shafiuk Rahman, about Islam and Mahomed 

2 — 3—22 Thursday The talkative sepoy, whose 
voice had become quite a part of my jail life in the 
solitaiy cells, was hanged this morning It is truly a 
case where the man was perfectly willing to die This 
18 the third execution after my arrival heie The Sub- 
Assistant Surgeon, Visvanatha Iyer, who, of late is very 
nice and free with me and has diopped entiiely the 
manner which was so repulsive, lelated to me how 
bravely the condemned man faced death I am told 
they gave him mutton and cigars the previous day 

After coming to this waid I see more of the treat- 
ment accorded to political prisoners The behaviour of 
the jail officials here is now very much better than 
what it was before In many ways the treatment has 
improved Heavy work and barbarities are all abolish- 
ed Insults of the grosser variety are gone But still 
my anger is roused when I see the Chief Warder come 
up before we have hardly finished our noon meal and, 
in a tone unsuited for addressing gentlemen, order 
the “ rigorous ” prisoners to stand four abreast and 
march for work Not that I do not see that work 
18 right and discipline is right But why should not 
the language of gentlemen be adopted where these 
people know very well that they are addressing gentle- 
men who have all voluntarily undertaken this submis- 
sion to discijiline and hardship * 

* The chief ivarder’s manner changed for the better some 
days after my arrival here 
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The Bupenntendent haa not earned out hi» promiw 
to me regarding the prayer drees for MuBsalmans Abdul 
Wahab bitterly complained to me to-day about it They 
Tvant aome covering up to four inches below the knees 
The Jaii shorts stop above the knee If only the ngo> 
rous prisoners are pennitted to take one of ihtir oten Itingi* 
or shorts which have been kept away on their a d mission 
into jail it would servo for their prayer time This Is 
oU they want and If this is refused it cannot be claimed 
that the jail authonties do not Interfere with the 
religion of the prisoners ♦ 

The Superintendent promised mo also that ho 
would allow a daily bath to the ngorons pnsoners 
as to the simple men Bnt suhaequently this was 
reduced to three days m the week The men agree to 
work the water hit tbemaolvcs as it was pleaded by the 
jailor that there was difficulty m getting enough 
prisoners for the water lift They made a representation 
again to-day but to no effect 

It the Indian Slember In charge ot Jail adminis- 
tration really desires to give civilised treatment to 
political prisoners It is no use depending on rules, 
regulations or initmotlons The ordinarj jail offlolnls 
do not know how to keep gentlemen in prison Their 
whole experience and all their ideas stand in the waj 
of proper treatment and rules will not improve matters- 
The only thing the Indian ilomber if ho is really earnest 
about It sbonld do Is to put all political prisoners of 
the provinoo in one jail ipeoiail} reserved for them and 
put m carcfullj selected officers in chtrgo The one 
thing the present Jail official fears is the intorference 


This Islet perrmtted 
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with the OKhiinn jail tlisciphnc niul rigour ^Uuch 
specinl (rentniont of politicnls u ill tend (o cause And 
while il nin\ he hojieles'^ lo reform the Superintendents 
and Jailors of nil the pi i‘=ons, d nin\ be cpiite ens} to 
find one set of ofiicers who nun willingly and gcmiinely 
enrr} out a cmliscd policy The Goveinnicnt of India, 
through Sir ilham Vincent, in pompous and circuitous 
language admit the bnrharit\ of sentences inflicted in 
‘ many ’ cases 

All this IS rele\enl if Go\cinracnt honestly tries to 
follow cuihsed methods of dealing with political 
prisoners But, for oursches, there is only one way 
faith in sufTering Nothing has so strengthened the 
nation as the cheerful manner in which numbers of the 
most cultured classes have undertaken lo sulYei, and are 
undergoing the rigours of the Avorst forms of jail life 
All honour to them It has been my privilege to live 
among so many of them m tins jail When we are out 
io conquer our enemy by show ing up the worthlessness 
of his w'eapons, it is best to grapple with liis worst 
weapons and disarm him straightaway 

3 — 3 — 22 Friday. Feverish again last night 

The Hindu, I am told, is opposed to the resolution 
permitting Individual Civil Disobedience The argu- 
ment IS, “ Organise better till you are fit for Mass Civil 
Disobedience " Do not allow yourself to be crushed 
by the Government in little skirmishes Leaders 
ought not to sacrifice themselves till the whole country 
18 ready for the big battle This argument is plausible 
But it IS based on want of faith in the fundamental law 
of conquest by suffering It ignores the immeasurable 
strength the nation is daily attaining through the 
9 
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Bii0eriiig of itfl lefidert It is not true that Mobs 
B isobedienoe is the only ^oy to victory The atreng 
thening of the spirit of the nation is (he ertential 
requisite for the attainment of freedom by any means 
and thig is more rapidly Rohie\ed by the voluntary 
snffering of the few than by any other effort Again^ 
even if Mass Bisobedienoe were the one and the only 
way to Buocess the begt training for a BUooessfal 
oarrying on of Buoh a campaign is the gradually incre- 
asing number taking to Individual Disobedienoe The 
best wav to oonvmoe ourselves of all this Is by a 
personal visit to various jails The punfioation and 
national strengthening can then be better felt than by 
any amount of explanation 

4 — 3—22 Saturday The fever he* not yet left 
me I spent a bad night I changed to the third room 
in the word where the Tiruvannatnalai people wanted me 
BO inelstently They are luoh fine people Poor Anna 
maiay Pillay seems to be tuffering from aithnm or 
tuberculoti* I don t believe be will stand the rigorous 
impriionment for long I was sitting up the whole 
night except for an hour and a hall between throe and 
half pa»t four in the morning The bugs were so dread 
fob Othenrlso this room would be so oomfortablo 

5— 3 ~22 Sunday Changed again to the fint 
room on account of tho bugs, I cannot posslblj stand 
another sleepless nigbtt cspeolaHj with the fever on 
For my warm bath I go to tho solitary cells block called 
tho Chlnnagnnjl Office (I can t find out tho origin of 
these lorms Chlnnaganjl and Peddogsnjl Office*) and tr> 
to make nso of tho latrine aUo at that time os It Is a 
haven of jirivacj compared with the arrangement In 
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Block 1 When I go there I have a feeling of going 
home It looks so quiet and pleasant like a country 
residence hy the side of this congested ward where I am 
now 

Thiee chatties (with lids) are kept at one end of 
each of the rooms here for calls of nature from 6 pm 
to 6 A M In this respect the place is much the same 
as the hospital which I have described The bugs and 
lice roam about happily We are locked in, fairly 
punctually at 6 p m We sit in a file of two m front 
of the room we are to occupy until the Head Warder 
comes and counts us off and gives the command to 
“ rise and march ” Then we march in and are locked 
in At a quarter to six in the morning we are asked to 
“ nse ”, and at six we are let out and we should imme- 
diately sit m fours We should sit in silence till the 
counting 18 over and verified, and the bugle is sounded 
At 8 we are locked m agam and let out only for bath 
and meals, and once at 2 p M for visiting the closet 

6 —3 — 22 Monday A boil on my right shin 
agam So the temporary immunity that I had is over 
The ‘ non co-operation ’ cooking is getting on all right 
Vaiadachari, Rama Rao, Sarma and Venkatasubbayya, 
occasionally assisted by others, do it well. They have 
learnt the whole business as if to the “ maimer born ” 

7 — 3 — 22 Tuesday I had my mterview for this 
month yesterday The Superintendent appears to have 
become particularly stringent towards me The inter- 
view was specially ordered to be gone through m his own 
office undei his supervision My brother and boys were 
brought from the gate Mr Krishnamachariar was not 
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permitted. We Mt down on mate in the Saperinten 
dent • room the JaiJor aho sat with ub There was not 
innch to talk about But anyway the Superintendent 
allowed us only a quarter of an hour and at the exact 
minute we ttopped. I do not mind all this pedantry 
These thinga add Mat to pnaon life It ia indulgenoe that 
■poilB our spirit 

I talked to the Supermtendcnt about the Sluaaal 
man rigorous pmonera prayer clothing and the daily 
bath for all rigorous prisoners He directed the Chief 
Warder to allow every Muasatman rigorous prisoner to 
take a lungi from their own olothea and use it during 
their prayers. He also directed that all may be taken 
to bathe every evening instead of thrice a week the 
men to draw their own water So these two matters 
ate I beliere settled satisfactorily 

8 — 3—33 Head Warder Isadamuni baa been un 
justly puniabed. It la duo to the gamilouancss of my 
fnend Mr Rangam Chettj and the mistaken Imprcaalon 
the auporintendent has formed from certain events 
I should see that the black mark awarded to 
the innocent man It removed. I have to get at the 
Superintendent and explain the facts to him 

The boll in my leg has developed aa usual into a 
painful and deep abtocss It was opened this morning 
It caused ao much pain that I am ashamed to soy 1 
could not stand It Seeing me feeling faint the Sub 
Assistant Surgeon gave mo aome stimulant and dreased 
it up 

10—3—32 Fnday \ verj unpleasant thing iiap 
pened last Monday I went to the hospital for attending 
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to my leg once on Sunday evening and again on Monday 
morning On Monday morning, as the convict attendee 
Devan was fomenting my leg m the operation room, 
garrulous Rangam Chetty came up and stood at the 
window on the other side and needlessly kept talkmg to 
me about the offer of the Superintendent to write for his 
release on medical grounds. The talk was needless for 
two reasons, because he knew very well what I thought 
about it without asking me, vxz , that I could not like 
his going out on any conditions or understanding , again, 
because he was to be discharged from hospital and 
coming over to the ward the same day, and there was 
therefore no hurry to speak to me in the hospital He 
asked me why I did not advise him about the proposal 
to release him I said that he would have to sign some 
sort of undertaking if he was to be released on medical 
grounds, and be repbed tbat be would never sign any 
sucb thing Sometime afterwards, m the course of the 
day, Ran gam Chetty appears to have engaged m a long 
conversation with the Superintendent on several matters 
and referred to the undertaking be would have to sign 
m case of any attempt to release him on medical 
grounds The Superintendent asked him who told him 
about any form of undertaking, and Rangam Chetty 
said I bad told him The Superintendent was upset 
at my having bad a talk with Rangam Chetty Strictly 
speaking, though Rangam Chetty was coming over to 
my ward the same day, the talk at the hospital was 
against the prison rules He asked the chief warder 
who had accompanied me to the hospital, and the chief 
warder said I was at the hospital on Sunday with Head 
Warder Nadamuni Nadamuni was asked to explain, 
and in spite of his protestations of innocence, he was 
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ptnuahed with a blaok mark I TPas ihocked when I 
heard of thia. It was absolutely unjust The man wa* 
with me on Sundav when nothing happened, and not on 
Monday momrag when my garruUous friend came up to 
the window and talked to me in hreaoh of a technical 
rule I went up to the Superintendent on Wedneadny 
and told him what had happened. He heard me and 
admitted ho had done wrong m pnnlahlng Nadamoni and 
promiBed to cancel the punishment Warder Nadamnni 
is one of the most efficient and well behaved men in 
this jail and I should have been extremely eorry to 
have been the involuntary cause of an undoaerved 
injury to the poor man 

Venkata Rao a young non oo-opemtor in prison with 
us brought to the notice of the Superintendent that the 
convict warder at the water pump hit a prisoner with 
bis baton We ail advised Venkata Rao not to make 
this report as wo had found no good purpose served by 
such complaints on behalf of the ordinary prisoners As 
wo expected the man assaulted denied the assault itself 
The jail officials are such a terror that no one la bold 
enough to complain against them But I am glad to 
record that the Buperintonilont accepted Vonknt Rao s 
version and punished the warder 

Raogam Chettj has become a chronic invalid He 
sufTcrs much from Indigestion and chest pains Ho 
cannot staj long In prison and I hope TOdI> that he will 
I>e enabled soon to go out honourably 

11 — 5-~22 Saturdas The moat important man 
among non corporators hero in this jail is Sreeman 
K \ Krishna Rao Qanr the Kuranra 7amlndar of 
Gampaligoodem He is popularly known here as Raja 
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Saheb He is a fine young gentleman He has sound 
commonsense, a democratic temperament, and genuine 
patriotism and, above all, a true unostentatious piety 
Though he belongs to an ancient aristocratic family, he 
never makes you feel by speech or conduct that he 
claims to be other than a middle class gentleman He 
has made contributions to modern literature in the shape 
of plays and poems which are appreciated very much 
Imprisonment has not broken the spirit or any wise 
changed this fine aristocrat, except that he has given up 
smoking, which was probably his only sin Mr K Sri- 
nivasa Iyengar was a teacher for a number of years in 
Pachaiappa’s at Madras, and then m Nellore He gave 
up his post when the Satyagraha movement was started 
Thoroughly realising the true principles and objective 
of the Delhi programme, he has always been a centre of 
restraint and discipline among the men here From 
208 lbs on admission he went down steadily till he 
reached 170 lbs early in March 

Of Shafiuk-ur-Rahman from Aligarh, what shall 
I say ^ I count it as a privilege to know such a man 
I have not known a better bred young man or a more 
sclf-iestiamed, a more truly god-feaiing, finer or nobler 
soul He and his friend Md Hussain are the best type 
of Indian Miissalman citizens whom the young men of 
all communities in our colleges and schools might well 
take foi models IMadapusi Narasimhachar, Vakil of 
Guntur, a recovered consumptive, is another fine type 
among the many contributions which Andhra has made 
to the National Army He is the most active, though 
the thinnest and weakest of us all, as strong in spirit, 
as he is weak in flesh He leaint to read and write Tamil 
m the course of a few hours 
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Of 0 Subba Rao I need not write again except 
that my oloeer acquaint an oe haa only mcreaaed my 
ettunate of him Fateh Khan Md Qhoaae it a 0no 
type of the well balanwh steady and strong non-oo* 
operator that the movetnent wants In larger numbors 
than I think wo are yet fortnnat© enough to count. 

Chanda Mean Sahib the tailor of Chittoor and 
Abdulla Badsha Sahib of Vellore are of the aamo fine 
type Abdul Wafaab of Tlmpattur has a somewhat 
aggressive spirit which affect* his judgment *omotime* 
but he is fast shedding it 

Tiruvsnuamalfli has contributed qnlte a number of 
flue young men to our company whose temper amiabl 
lity and brave tplnt are a credit to Tamil Nadu 

Leamt that Montagu resigned It is said over the 
Turkish question Order* have been iatued it is clear to 
arrest Oandhiji 

12 — 3 — ^22 Sunday We had news of a vague 
■ort at first which was definitely ooufinnod at noon 
to-day that Oandhiji was arrested The now* was 
received fairly calmly and we resolved on a 30 hour* 
fast and praver Wo had Joint Hindu and fifussalman 
prayers in the evening in the open air The other 
convicts in our block Instinctively came and joined us 
In the prayer 

13 — 3 — 22 We had prayer meetings to dav in the 
rooming noon and again In tbo evening ju^t beforo we 
broke our last 

The Inspector General came and visUed our Jail 
and passed through our room also Uo thinks butter 
milk to all the convict* would bo a losury sorootbing 
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hke whisky to the Europeaiij and that the unhusked 
dal IS very nutritious When I said that the nutrition 
theory may be right, but there was also the irritation 
of the bowels with it, and the net result might be bad, 
the Superintendent appeared to agree, but the I G was 
still in favour of the whole dal, for the introduction of 
which m ]ail diet, I am told, he was responsible 

Montagu appears to have resigned over the question 
of the publication of the Government of India demand 
for the solution of the Turkish question, without the 
whole Cabinet’s permission or knowledge 

What IS the country gomg to do now after 
Gandhi] I’s arrest ^ All the big leaders are now m prison 
We have none to look to but the God of Nations for 
guidance and support 

I did not imagine that my release at the end of this 
week would be such a “Dead Sea fruit ” What can I do 
outside, with every fellow worker and Mahatma]! m 
pnson ^ I wish my term had been longer 

15 — 3 — 22 I saw a group of young men, about 
twenty in number, probably students, being taken round 
the ]ail workshops Of course, I could not speak to them 
without breaking prison rules I contented myself with 
returning their salutations from a distance 

It IS a sad thing to observe that a few of us have 
not yet got over the evil habit of smoking. They are 
not the more responsible or important men among us, 
but whoever they may be, the double shame of it, 
being a breach of prison discipline as well as an evil 
habit unworthy of non co-operators in the front Ime, is 
naturally felt by all Either they have made no honest 
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attempt to give it op or the habit of smoking when 
ono» acqnired ia too atrong to withstaiid temptation of 
whioh there w abnndanoe in the jail Food obtatnod 
1^ Btealth, or by begging, or even by earing by atarving 
oneself ocooeiotLsIiy la sold by the vast majority among 
the oonviota in re to re lor tobivcoo Yon cannot rit 
down In the latrines for any length of time without 
bearing aome talk about it I hear and I do not 
disbelieve it that & regular buainesa is carried on ro 
beedies maide the jail in spite of Blithe reatricttioBS Some 
of the weaker brethren among non ooKiporstors have 
falleiD viotims to the temptations ■which thua aur 
round them. 

As a result of a query from Government In regard 
to what appeared in the iSicara^jfa wherein UTr Kama 
samy Kaioker stated to a newspaper interviewer that 
he ha.d Been me in the jah and that I did not appear 
pleased with the BnrdoU resolutions, new regulations 
have been made as to interview* with non-oo oporatora 
m prison The person applying ho* to address the 
Ihitriot ilngistrato or tiio Superintendent of Police and 
get permission This of oout*e means vexatious in 
quiries into the poUoles and ohsmotor of the applicants 
secret office note* and ohjeotioa* and arbitrary orders, 
and great delay In every case 

16 — 3 — 23 Thursday 5Id Husaaln of Trlchlno- 
poly and Abdul Kadsha of ^ollore have been brought 
over from the olose priton to thl* block I am glad 
Mshomed Hussain has been put bore ns I requestfHl 
He i* sUU the same restless spirit 1 hope lie will not 
create trouble AWul Bad*ha Is the Idea! tempered 
*nd fine non^oo* opera tor that he always wo* 
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17 — 3 — 22 Friday Namninalai Konaii was 
hanged this morning A young fellow of 19 oi 20 years 
of age 

Now that I am in "touching distance” of my dis- 
charge from ]ail, I may recoid that these three months 
that I have spent heie have been one of the happiest 
periods of my life The last twenty daj's that I have 
been here in the non-co-operators’ block has indeed 
been an uninterrupted period of enjoyment that has 
passed away like a single day — especially since the four 
rooms were all converted into one single general ward 
by openmg up the archways The place has become 
more like a college hostel, reminding us of the happy 
days of youth, and we have hardly felt that it was a 
piison Ever since the first week of February, the 
behaviour of the jail officials, from the Superintendent 
downwards, has been marked by courtesy, kindness, and 
consideration, and every reasonable convenience has been 
arranged for us I wish that all Supenntendente of jails 
were like Major Anderson He is kmd and considerate, 
not because he is mstructed to be so , but on the 
contrary, any limitations that we find in his liberality of 
bonduct are due to interference from above or absence 
of scope in the Codes and rules Of the Jailor and 
Chief Warder, I am proud to say that there has been a 
wonderful change in their character I have nothing 
but the most grateful and kindly thoughts for one and 
all of the officials in this jail All the harsh thoughts 
that I may have nurtured and recorded in this journal 
about any of them have worn off and replaced by 
friendly and pleasant feelings, and if I have not actually 
scored out anythmg I wrote, it is only that a fairly 
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aoouTBte pioture of my life and thought* from time to 
time may be preserved I regret many of the unkind 
and uncharitable thought! that I allowed myaelf about 
thece unfortunate 3 eil offioiela without givTog them a 
sufficient chance to change their attitude or create a 
better understanding between us 

Theae twenty days have been an opportumty for 
me to come m the oloecBt contact with some of the beat 
Andhra type* It baa been my great privilege to live 
day and night with theae men who have made auoh 
great Bacrifloea and to know them more intimately 
than I oould have ever known them by meeting them 
m the outer world 

I had a talk with the Superintendent thia after 
noon, something of the nature of a goodbye I see that 
he is not given a free hand to deal well With political 
priBoners, In fact while he is asked to show libomhty 
and sympathy towards them he is at the same time 
asked to fceep wifAin th« rttlw regoMtap ordiTwry 
priMnars so that the hberality and sympathy come to 
mere words 

18 — 3 — 22 Went to the cnrpofc making workshops 
in the jail It Is a wonderful and pleasing sight to see 
the thieves and robbers working up the patterns to the 
o\ orsocT s song 

Took leave of Ilim Singh and Nldhan Singh Pro- 
mised to write to Him Singh s brother Rtm Singh 

I am very glad that the Superintendent s promise 
to look after Shafiuk * health has liome fnilt Ho will get 
two eggs and a pint of milk besides wheat chappatles 
Four of the non -co-operators have gone to work in 
the Printing Press, It could bo a very good thing If the 
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young mon utilise their time in prison for learning some 
trade Mahomed Hussain of Tnchmopoly (who has come 
over to this block) wants to go to the carpet workshop 
The bulk of our friends have been doing nothing but 
wool-picking, which work is given to them as it is light 
Subba Rao is strenuously learning weaving 

19__3_22 Sunday Out of the Income-Tax 
paid for 1920-1921, a refund of Rs 211—11—0 has 
been intimated to me by the Madras Collector of In- 
come-Tax 

I have come to the last day to be spent m this 
place Every one, fellow politicals, convicts, convict- 
warders, overseers, jail warders, jail officials, Superinten- 
dent, all have been so kind, loving, and considerate that 
indeed I feel the parting really as a pamful event 

20 — 3—22 Monday Learnt that Pilate gave six 
years S I to Chnst God gave us a man to lead us, 
but the Government claim the right to take him away 
from us Their will be done ' 

Bade farewell to the friends and left the jail at 
about 10 A M The Superintendent followed me out- 
side the gate and asked if the jail did not look better 
from outside Of course I said the inside was not so bad 
as it was thought to be “Don’t come agam”, he said, as 
we shook hands and parted Mr Singaravelu Chettiar 
and Ramasami Naicker had come from Madras to meet 
me In Vellore town the Swarajya Correspondent 
attempted to interview me I told him that having 
just come from jail I;.had to learn about the situation 
and could not presume to mstruct others so soon 
They had a public meeting m t.he evening , but I 
refrained from spiking,, for the sam6 reason 





